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FLYING BOXCAR... 








From the frozen regions of Alaska and Northern Canada to 


tropical lands in Afriea and Asia, Fairchild combat-proven 
C.1 10's 


The work horse of our Military Services, the “Flying Boxear™ 


is built for its versatile job ... to pick up and deliver bulk 
daily delivering varied cargoes through intense military 
heat, sub-zero temperatures, tropical humidity and arid desert 
air. Famous “Flying Boxears” carry on . . 


cargo and deliver it anywhere at an exceptionally 
low cost per ton-mile. There is only one “Flying Boxcar”. That 
. proved against is why its unique twin boom configuration is a familiar sight 
the severest conditions of landing, take-off and flight. in every quarter of the free world. 


ENGINE AND AIRPLANE CORPORATION 


AIRCHILD 


Atroratt Division 


MAGERSTOWN, 








MARYLAND 
Now in produciion, the C-123 assault military carrier 


ENGINE DIVISION, Formingdole, N. ¥. * GUIDED MISSILES DIVISION, Wyondanch, N. ¥. + SPEED CONTROL DIVISION, Wickliffe, Ohio © STRATOS DIVISION, Bay Shore, N. Y. 





pause... 


After you're set up, set down 
and make the most of your pause 
with ice-cold Coca-Cola. There’s 
nothing to match Coke in taste... 


no other drink so refreshing. 


COPYRIGHT 1954, THE COCA-COLA COMPANY “COKE Is A REGISTERED TRADE-MARK 
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The 42nd anniversary of Marine aviation 
finds the Corps at peace, but still on the alert 
in Korea. VMF-115 ground crewmen at an 
airfield in Korea service the powerful FOF 
Pantherjets as soon as they land. In minutes 
they are ready for another take-off. Ecta- 
chrome by Leatherneck staff photographer 
TSgt. Roland E. Armstrong. 
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State Department duty with U. S. 
Embassies, Legations and Consv- 
lates in 69 countries. 

DRILL INSTRUCTOR SCHOOL... 
Making Marines is one of the 
greatest responsibilities in the 
Corps. Read about the NCOs’ 
rugged DI training at Parris Island. 
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UNTIL YOU TRY King Size 
OLD GOLDS, you'll never 
know how wonderful a King 
Size cigarette can taste. In 
both popular sizes, OLD 
GOLD is backed by the same 
rich background and know- 
how . the same skilled 
tobacco craftsmanship that 
has always made Regular 
OLD GOLDS so popular. 


Posed by 
Babs Clair 
Exciting Television Dancer 




















Edited by MSgt. Harry Pugh 


LOST A STRIPE 


Dear Sir 

I am writing to ask you for informa- 
tion regarding my rank 
U.S.M.C.R. on active 
1942, until Feb 
1, 1946. On June 1, 1950, I 
Inactive Reserves as a pri 
vate, and was called to active duty 
1950. While in Korea, I 
first class and corporal 
from active duty on 
September 15, 1951, but stayed in the 
Inactive Reserve. On July 19, 1953 
I requested discharge from the Reserve 
and reenlisted in the Marine 
day, mainly for the 


I served in the 
duty from 19 October 
ruary 
joined the 


August 24 
made private 


I was released 


regular 
Corps that same 
purpose of going to school and making 
a career of the service 

In transferring from the 
the regular Marine Corps I lost a rate 


Reserve to 


I understood the recruiter to say that 
it wouldn't make any difference as I 
would get my rate back when I com- 
pleted school, but this didn't material- 
ize 

As I have seen men from other 
branches of service, who were out over 
one year, come into the Marine Corps 
as corporals, and sergeants, I am won- 
dering if the Recruiting Sergeant didn't 
make a mistake in removing my cor- 
poral stripe 


4 


I would appreciate any information 
you can give me on this matter. 
Pfc Walter McConnell 
HqCo., Engr. School Bn., 
Camp Lejeune, N. C 


@ Enclosure (2) to Marine Corps Gen- 
eral Order Number 98 stipulates that 
a corporal must reenlist within a period 
of 30 days from date of discharge or 
duty status in 
order to retain his rank. Accordingly, 
a private first 


termination of active 


your reenlistment as 
class was correct 

Of interest, however, is the fact that 
the Marine Corps promotion and re- 
enlistment policy varies from time to 
time in accordance with the needs of 


the service.—Ed. 


ENLISTED UNIFORM 


Dear Sir 

As a Marine who, while shortly due 
to leave the Corps, has been proud to 
wear its uniform I respectfully present 
for consideration the following ques- 
tion: Why not permit enlisted person- 
nel to purchase the winter service uni- 
form in an officer-type cloth for use as 
a liberty uniform only? 

The difference in appearance of the 
materials may well be of importance 
in maintaining the necessary distinction 
between officer and enlisted man. This 
could hardly apply, however, in the 
case of a uniform used solely for lib- 
erty with the proper insignia of 
rank, of course 

I have heard of outfits during World 
War II who voluntarily purchased offi- 
cer-type greens with the approval of 
their commanding officers. It seems to 
me that these were Marines who were 
anxious to look their best . to the 
mutual benefit of themselves and the 
Marine Corps. 

The enlisted Marine is privileged to 
wear the finest enlisted man’s uniform 
in the world; but why not permit him, 








at least while on liberty, to wear (coin- 
ing a phrase) the best of the best? 
Sgt. Jim Runyon 
Marine Corps Air Station, 
Miami, Florida 


@ Your letter has been brought to the 
attention of the Permanent 
Board, HOQMC.—Ed. 


Unitorm 


COMPLIMENTARY LETTER 


Dear Sir: 

In regard to the recent letter that is 
circulating this Depot, as well as many 
others, I take it upon myself to com- 
mend the Leatherneck staff on “A job 
well done.” 

The February aroused quite 
a bit of attention in and around this 
Depot, and it certainly is a pleasure 
to read some of the goings-on pertain- 


issue 


ing to the Women Marines—especially 
the overseas duty now available. Duty 
in Italy would be a real pleasure for 
any WM. Sure sounds good from 


where I sit. 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 7) 
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collar 
“STAY-DOWN"™ 


Millions of men in all branches of the 
Service—officers and privates—wear 
SPIFFY collar “Stay-Down” because it 
really keeps collar points down. Makes 
uniforms look snappier—eliminates 
starching of shirts, saves laundering. 
Self-adjustable to all collar lengths. 


Stonderd Spiffy, 25 
Deluxe 24 kt. electro 
goid pioted Spity, SOC 


Prevents Coller Curl 


of your 
Marine Exchange 


CREST SPECIALTY + Chicago 16 








Men who know 
... buy BUD 








You can’t cut corners and still 

come up with the best. It takes the 
costliest brewing process known to 
produce Budweiser. And you can tell it, 
when you taste it... that’s why more 
people have enjoyed more Bud 

than any other beer in history. 


Enjoy 
udweiser 


LEADS ALL BEERS IN SALES TODAY 
..-AND THROUGH THE YEARS 


ANHEUSER-BUSCH, INC. 
ST. LOUIS, MO. NEWARK, N. J. 





WIN A NEW CAR... 


251 BIG PRIZES in Crosman’s BIG Con- 


TV cameras. Easy to 


and J r Div ns. Ask any sport- 
for FREE entry 


a $25 


CROSMAN ARMS CO., FAIRPORT, N. Y., Dept. 70 
Nr Nr 


‘| WEAR INSIGNIA 


BEARING THE 
| H-H TRADEMARK 
than all others combined 


There must be good reasons for 


this overwhelming preference 


HILBORN - HAMBURGER, INC. 


Sole Manufacturers 


15 East 26th Street, New York 10, N.Y 
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GREATER COVERAGE FOR LESS 
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RNER CROCKETT & PRESA 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
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Behind the lines... 


LTHOUGH rik PRICE of 
f Leatherneck remains the same, 
the contents have gone sky-high this 
month, We manage to keep our 
editorial feet pretty well on the 
ground most of the time, but we 
took a fiver on the May issue to give 
readers an aerial view of Marine 
Aviation. Se, if this column sounds 
a litth buzz-happy. it’s because we 
have wing fever from looking at so 
many airplane words and pictures. 

But we learned a lot too. We 
delved into the details of a heli- 
copter rescue: we took a good look 
at the FJ2s 


hitched a ride on a seat ejector 


the new Fury Jets: we 


mock-up; we went to Glenview to 
check ourselves out on the Reserv- 
ists; we followed the ground crews 
around and were reminded to stay 
out of the jet blast; we went to 
Canada for an expert's word on 
fl¥ing saucers; we visited Itami Air 
Base; and we interviewed a few fly- 
ing sergeants. All in all, it’s been 
a busy month. 

Master Sergeant 
William Myers, 
one of the 125 
fl‘ing sergeants 
left in the closed 
NAP fraternity 
tells a story which 
will have a famil- 
iar ring for other 
NAPs who have 
met with = similar 
circumstances, 

While on a rou- 
tine cross-country 
transport hop, 
Myers and his co- 
pilot received a 
brief radio flash to 
land at an Air Foree 
base and “Pick 
up a Marine lieutenant colonel and 
fly him to Camp Pendleton.” On 
the runwav, an Air Force lieutenant 
colonel approached the plane. He 
was the operations officer, and he 
wanted to see the pilot. 

Sergeant Myers calmly explained 
that he was the pilot. 

The Air Foree officer was in no 
mood for levity. He glanced at the 
stripes on Myers’ faded dungarees 
and snapped, “Knock off the kid- 
ding. sergeant, | want to see the 
pilot!” 

At this point in the conversation, 
the co-pilot, also in chevroned dun- 
garees, stepped out of the plane. 

The operations officer was losing 
his temper. “Where the hell is the 
pilot of this crate?” he demanded. 

“He's the pilot.” said the co-pilot. 

There was a moment of exaspera- 


SAROKIN 


tion and indignation; then the Air 
Force officer brushed past both ser- 
geants and stomped into the plane 
to find the pilot. He returned to the 
doorway, glared at both men and 
hurried back to the operations office 
where the Marine officer was waiting 
for transportation. 

“Do vou have any enlisted men 
flying transport planes in your out- 
fii?” asked the operations officer. 

Well, you can't expect a Marine 
lieutenant colonel to know everything 
“Hell, no!” he 


about the Corps. 
shouted, “not sinee the war!’ 
That “Hell, no!” may have brought 

a red face when the matter was 
finally settled and Myers was per- 
mitted to take off, but as the plane 
taxied down the runway avery 
puzzled Air Force operations officer 
shook his head and muttered some- 
thing about weird goin’s on in the 
Marine Corps. 
The flying 
somewhat like the weather; every- 
body talks about it but no one seems 
to be doing any- 


saucer question is 


thing about it. No- 
body, that is, ex- 
cept a certain Mr. 
Smith in Canada. 
We sent Leather- 
neck Staff Writer 
Vaster 
Paul Sarokin to 
Ottawa and told 
him not to come 
back until he had 
found the legend- 
ary Mr. Smith. The 
Sergeant was gone 
for a long. time, 
but finally he spun 
into the back 
room, slowed down 


Sergeant 


to the speed of 
sound and wrote the story on page 
16. 

Before he circled out on a leave, 
he tipped us off to the fact that 
Canada has produced ai wooden 
mock-up of a jet-propelled flying 
saucer-type plane on which actual 
fiving jobs will be patterned. When 
the engineers get these gyroscopic 
interceptors in the air, publie infor- 
mation services will take a beating 
until the publie becomes accustomed 
to seeing them. 


Cob A Soils 


Managing Editor 











SOUND OFF 


[continued from page 4] 


Iam a constant reader of the Leather 


neck, and have been since I became 
a Marine in 1943. I latched on to one 
of the first copies in this area (Library) 
then purchased another 


Let’s keep the WMs in as 


issues as possible 


many 


Set. Helen A. Levan 
Depot of Supplies 
100 Harrison St 


San Francisco, Calif 


@ Thanks, Sét. Levan We trv to 
Leatherneck as 
to all hands 


make interesting as 


possible We get man) 
letters like this and are always happy) 
to print the comments of readers, either 


pro or con.—Ed 


GUN ARGUMENT 


Dear Sir 

I had an argument with two young 
fellows about weapons. I claim that 
a pistol is a gun. They tell me that a 
hand weapon and is not 
considered a gun. But I looked it up 
dictionary and it says a gun 


pistol is a 


in the 
is a weapon of any sort (pistol). 


Hope you can furnish me with the 
correct answer 
Miss S. Isenmann 
1918 Gates Avenue 


Brooklyn 27, New York 


@ What dictionary did you use for 
reference? The American College Dic 
tionary defines a gun as “any portable 
firearm except a pistol or revolver 

The same definition appears in Web- 
ster's Collegiate Dictionary (Fitth Edi 
tion). Could be you lost an argument, 
Miss Isenmann.—Ed 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 9) 


Sitting Pretty 


Here’s what this shapely model has 
Skin 
America’s favorite after-shave lotion. 
Skin 
Bracer is really sitting pretty! When- 


to say about Mennen Bracer. 


“The man who uses Mennen 


ever I whiff that wonderful scent, I 


want to say ‘Come a little closer!’ ” 


lake it from this pretty model—the 
girls really love that he-man aroma. 
But what she doesn't know is that great 
“wake-up your face” feeling men get 
from Mennen Skin Bracer®. Cooling, 
soothing—helps heal tiny razor nicks, 


too. The periect after-shave lotion! 





Wakes up your face 
Wows the ladies 





At your PX, Ship's Service, 
or nearest drug counter 
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Here's THE WATCH all America 
is talking about! Self-winding 
plus the exclusive Reserve Power 
Gauge 

long your watch will run. Super 
accuracy incredible durability 

See the Autographic 
at your dealer today 


tells at a glance how 
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SOUND OFF 


[continued from page 7] 


BEAUTY LIKES QUALITY 


Dear Sir: 

Thanks to a Marine my popularity 
with the servicemen was launched. 
This may sound funny, but it is true. 
And it is a story I have never told 
before. Perhaps your readers would 
be interested 

It was during World War II. I was 
filling a dancing engagement in Chi- 
cago, a good “liberty” town. Naturally 
there were a number of servicemen in 
the audience. But it was a Marine 
corporal, who was the first man to 
write me and ask for my picture... 


Lilli Marlyne 


“his pin-up.” Little did I know when 
I sent him the picture that my popu 
larity was going to skyrocket. Soon I 
began to get a trickle of requests for 
pictures from other servicernen, then 
more and more. A number of men 
mentioned where they first saw my pic 
ture a Marine's pin-up 
Though the Marine Corps isn't the 
largest group of fighting men it cer- 
tainly has the quality . the quality 
I like and likes me. So my thanks 
to the Marine Corps for “launching” 
me to the servicemen 
Lilli Marlyne 
1366 North Dearborn St 
Chicago, Il. 


@ Thank you very much for the 
compliments, Miss Marlyne. No doubt 
you will get many more requests for 
pictures.—-Ed. 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 11) 


Work Goes Faster when you chew 


lively-flavored WRIGLEY’S SPEARMINT GUM 


Sink your teeth into a stick of yet never interferes with the job 
Wrigley’s Spearmint while you're doing. Result? Work 
you’re working and see for your- seems to go faster, easier. Enjoy 
self! The swell chewing satisfies some Wrigley’s Spearmint Gum 
your yen for “something good”’ today. Pick up a pack next trip 
—gives you a nice little lift— to the PX. 


| /RIGLEYS 
KEP A 
PACK | Sy Sehewinc GUM 


IN YOUR ms 
POCKET 








Established in 1918 


A. M. Bolognese & Sons 





TAILOR AND HABERDASHER 
QUANTICO, VIRGINIA 





Specializing in Evening Clothes Servicing Marines both Overseas 
Civilian and USMC Uniforms and at Stateside Posts 


Uniforms made to measure. Delivery 
time ranges from three to thirty days 
Engraved Cards Approved Swords For 
Available With Plate Immediate Delivery 
Campaign hats for sale. 


Campaign ribbons sewn by hand. 











CAMERA FANS 


Free Fors limited time, we 


Service men any ‘ 
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FILM MAILERS 
VIA AIRMAIL 


se ee | 


Free 


Yes, at our 
iberal supply of special 2 mpart 

ent mailers via airmai Fach mailer 
holds up to five rolls of fi We re- 
turn all finished work via airma: 


AIRMAIL A CARD TODAY 


JAXS PHOTO SERVICE 
BOX 9021, BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 


ATTENTION MARINES! 


20% to 50% on diamonds, 
major appliances, and all nationally 
advertised silverware. Compare our 
prices on your sterling pattern. Write 
or phone 


Save 


ST. 6762 


REVERE JEWELERS 
735 13th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 


lo War 


© In our twentieth year 
of service to 

the Armed Forces. 

Write for details. 





ss Rie. 
Mutual Life Insurance Company 


(An old line legal reserve company) 
505 East Travis Street 
San Antonio, Texas 





JAGATOR 


The best in 
Alligator 


Genuine Alligator Handbags, 
shoes, belts, wallets, etc. to 
match in natural (tan), brown, red 
and green. On display now at 
Marine Corps Exchanges around 
the World. Ask for Jagator when 
you want the best in alligator. 


A product of 


FRIEDER, OJALVO & CIA 


Guantanamo, Cuba 
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6o\Y/ AT DOES ‘SOP’ mean to 

you men? You hear a lotta 
people say, ‘It's SOP’ or, ‘That’s SOP’ 
and I don't think they always know 
just what they're talking about. So, I'm 
gonna give you the straight dope on 
what this SOP is. It's this way, men: 

“SOP means Standing Operating 
Procedure Notice I said ‘Standing’ 
not ‘Standard.’ Standing Operating Pro- 
cedure means the ways, the methods 
in which ‘The Man,’ the unit com- 
mander, currently, wants things done. 
SOP in this outfit may not be the same 
as SOP in another outfit. SOP can be 
changed by the commander any time 
by announcing new SOP. 

“What is the purpose of unit SOP? 
Well, SOP mainly helps to simplify 
our operations. Proper SOP lets us 
know details about how and what the 
commander wants done under certain 
circumstances. Then those details don’t 
have to be put out in each order every 
time. Everyone knows what is expected, 
they don't have to be told about it— 
and it results in less confusion. Even- 
tually SOP becomes a habit—we do it 
automatically. 

“For example: SOP may state that 
each man in a rifle platoon will always 
carry at least two hand grenades and 
his entrenching tool when he’s in the 
lines or on the move. Well, everyone 
gets the habit of doing just that and 
it doesn’t have to be repeated in each 
Op Order. Or it may be SOP to wear 
the armored vest forward of regiment. 
Everyone knows about it, and does it. 
They don't have to have it repeated in 
the orders 

“A unit’s Standing Operating Pro- 
cedure usually gets started as a unit 
staff memo to the CO, however any 
officer or man can initiate a memo to 
the CO and send it through channels 
if he finds a phase of operations which 
lends itself to a standard procedure. 
There is no limit to the subjects that 
SOP can cover. SOP can be applied 
to messing details, distribution of tent- 
age or evacuation of casualties and 
salvage in combat operations. 


However, SOP should not repeat 
techniques or methods already set forth 
in manuals or official guidebooks 
Training instructions are not usually 
included in SOP. SOP merely provides 
the details, the techniques and methods 
that a particular unit will apply to 
certain procedures mentioned in the 
manuals. 

“When the commander approves a 
recommended SOP, it is then published 
as a unit General Order. Everyone 
concerned should get the word on it 
and the procedures should be followed 
and executed just as any other order. 

“Unit SOPs should be kept in a file 
available to all officers and NCOs so 
that new or replacement personnel can 
study them and quickly learn how the 
outfit expects things to be done. SOP 
is worthless if all hands don’t know 
about it. 

“SOPs can be changed or modified 
by the CO whenever the procedures are 
no longer sensible or practical. If SOPs 
are useful for only one specific opera- 
tion then they are not proper SOP. 
Before adopting an SOP we should 
always ask, ‘Will these procedures ap- 
ply to many generally similar situa- 
tions?’ 

“You NCOs should keep up on the 
unit's Standing Operating Procedures, 
supervise their proper execution—and 
don’t hesitate to suggest additions or 
changes that will make the outfit more 
efficient. 

“Because, you see, efficiency is what 
we are working for and SOP is one 
of the best means the commander has 
to get an outfit all in step and oper- 
ating smoothly. SOP helps him to keep 
his operation orders short and simple 
and it makes it easier for the troops 
to carry out the orders because most 
of the details have become habits and 
familiar procedures. We all know that 
the outfit that has the habit of employ- 
ing good operating procedures in or out 
of combat is the healthiest, happiest 
and best kind of a lash-up to be a 
part of.” END 





SOUND OFF 


[continued from page 9] 


WANTS DIVISION PATCH 


Dear Sir: 

I am an ex-Marine and during my 
four year hitch in the Corps I served 
the biggest part of it with the Second 
Division. I am writing to you in hopes 
that you can inform me of a place 
where I can obtain a shoulder patch 
of the Second Marine Division 
Whether or not these shoulder patches 
are still available, I don't know, but if 
they are, I'd like to obtain one for re 
membrance The Army and Navy 
Stores in our city no longer carry them 
in stock 

Carl F. Selbach 
1011 Stark St 
Utica, New York 


@ Division shoulder patches were dis 
continued following World War II 
Some of our readers may be able to 
help you, however.—Ed. 


PREFER JACKET TO BLOUSE 


Dear Sir 
We have been informed that the 
green jacket will not be worn on liberty 
Why? It is more comfortable and much 
better looking than the blouse. Every 
one looks good in the jacket. As for 
a liberty uniform, you can't beat it 
We would like to know why the green 
jacket is being taken away from us? 
We feel that there are, also, many 
other Marines who would like this 
information 
Cpl. Stephen F. Sim 
Marine Detachment, 
U.S.S. Bennington CVA 20, 
FPO, New York, N.Y 


as 
6 
eS A) 
4 


View ac MOET | | 


@ You haven't lost the Green Winter 
Service Jacket, yet. ALMARCON 1-3 
extended the provisions of Marine Corps 
Memorandum Number 33-53 to the 
effect that the Jacket, Wool, Green may 
be worn on leave and liberty until 
October 1, 1954. After this date, the 
jacket will be worn for garrison duty 
only, unless a new memorandum is 
promulgated stating otherwise.—Ed 
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This family selected f Mother the distinctive engine-turned 
Zippo, with a quiet tasteful design delicately executed on 
high-polish chrome. Men and women cherish this model 
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Queen on HER day! Breakfast in bed and a Zippo as a surprise gift 


Mother’s no mechanic ! 


Give her Zl a a Oo .. it always lights 


Surprise and delight Mother 
with a different kind of gift— 
her own personal Zippo lighter. 


She'll love it because it lights 

with wonderful ease, always 

No triggers, buttons or latches to get 
out of order. Easy to fill. 

And Mother can change a flint easily 


without fracturing a finger nail 


Pick the Zippo that suits her 

best from a wide and beautiful variety. 
Every Zippo carries this remarkable 
guarantee: if ever, at any time, 

a Zippo fails to light easily and 
perfectly, we will swiftly put it into 
perfect working order absolutely free 


Zippos are for everyone 
oo 
Father’s Day is on the way, too. Suit his 
: hobby with this richly handsome mode! 


GUARANTEED TO WORK FOREVER Choice of Trout, Maliard, Pheasant, Horse 
—— Setter, Sailfish, Sloop in brilliant cerami 
Zippo Manufacturing Company, Bradford, Pa colors on high-polish chrome 
in Canada: Zippo Manufacturing Co., Canada Ltd 
Niagara Falls, Ontaric 


ZIPPO FLUID AND ZIPPO FLINTS MAKE ALL LIGHTERS WORK BETTER 
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1. The Germans first referred 
to U. S. Marines as “teufel- 
hunden” (“devil-dogs”) during 
the battle of in 1918. 

(a) Belleau Wood 

(b) Blanc Mont 

(c) St. Mihiel 


2. Under present law, the Ma- 
rine Corps is allowed a mini- 
mum of three combat divisions 
and _ air wings with sup- 
porting troops. 

(a) two 

(b) three 

(c) four 


Ba 


3. “To talk to no one except in 
line of duty,” is the _. Gen 
eral Order. 

(a) fifth 

(b) third 

(ce) seventh 


* Bd * 


} , whose troops saw some 
of the fiercest action in Korea, 
awards no medals or decorations 
to its fighting men. 

(a) Greece 

(b) Ethiopia 

(c) Turkey 

* * * 

5. There are three types of 
ourts-martial, Summary, Spe- 
ial and General. A Special 
Court-Martial requires a mini- 
mum of _ members. 
(a) three 
(b) four 
(c) five 


6. In 1917 a Marine looped a 
seaplane, a feat thought impos- 
sible. He was: 

(a) Alfred A. Cunningham 

(b) Francis T. Evans 

(c) Roy S. Geiger 


Bo * * 


7. Lieutenant General ___._ is 
the Marine Corps’ Director of 
Aviation. 

(a) Gerald C. Thomas 

(b) William O. Brice 

(c) Franklin A. Hart 


oe oe 


8. The Japanese signed surren- 
der terms aboard the USS 
on September 2, 1945. 

(a) New Jersey 

(b) lowa 

(c) Missouri 


* 


9. On a military map, a swamp 
will be marked in: 

(a) brown 

(b) blue 

(c) green 


10. On January 31, 1944, Capt. 
James L. Jones led a detachment 
of Marines from the Recon- 
naissance Co., Sth Amphibious 
Corps, ashore to raise the first 
American flag over pre-war Jap- 
anese territory. It was on: 

(a) Makin Island 

(b) Majuro Atoll 

(c} Guadalcanal 


See answers on page 79. Score 
10 points for each correct an- 
swer; 10 to 30 Fair, 40 to 60 
Good, 70 to 80 Excellent, 90 to 
100 Outstanding. 








SOUND OFF (cont.) 


TRAVEL PAY 


Dear Sir: 

I would like some information con- 
cerning travel pay. When a man is 
discharged from the military service 
does he receive travel pay to his home 
or to the place he enlisted? My home 
is in the Midwest but I enlisted in San 
Francisco, California. What will I get 


when I hit San Francisco for discharge; 
travel pay or a pat on the back? 
Cpl. T. R. Moon 
9th Marines, 
Camp Gifu, Japan 


@ For your information we quote the 
following from Paragraph 4156, Case 
9(a) of Joint Travel Regulations: “A 
member of the Regular Services who 
is separated from the service under 
honorable conditions is entitled to mile- 
age from his last duty station to his 
home of record or to the place of ac- 
ceptance for enlistment, commission or 
appointment, as he may elect.”"—Ed 


PARAMARINES 


Dear Sir 
Am I being snowed, or did the Marine 
Corps have a Paramarine outfit in 
Japan recently? There was supposed 
to be 200 of them with their own jump 
school, not the Army one at Yamoto 
This does not sound right to me. Can 
you tell me if it’s true or not? 
R. K. Bonney 
853 E. 31st Street, 
Baltimore 18, Md 


@ The Paramarines were disbanded 
in 1943.—Ed. 


CONFUSED ABOUT RETIREMENT 


Dear Sir: 

We have been having quite a big and 
loud discussion among ourselves con- 
cerning retirement. We have been un- 
able to locate a manual for the straight 
scoop . . . so we wonder if you could 
help us out. 





I am enclosing a clipping from a 
“People Today.” This 


where most of our questions stem 


magazine called 


trom 

(1) Are there any special cases o1 
rules concerning a man having mixed 
inter-service time? Such as three years 
Army, 17 years Marine Corps 

(2) What is this retainer pay? 

(3) After 20 years regular duty, does 
the last 10 have to be in the active 


or inactive reserve to count on 


(4) After retiring from the service, 1s 


a person eligible to draw Social Secu 


, 
' 
rity upon reaching 65 years of age? 

(5) What are the rules governing a 


tired person working for Civil Ser 


(6) Does the Marine Corps have a 
year retirement without any other 
juirements such as reserve 
(7) Do all branches of the 
nection under the same re 
plan 
(8) Do retired personnel rate med 
al eatment at government expense 
about P.X. and Commissary 
(9) If there is ever a change in the 
Marine Corps retirement policy. does 
affected person retire under the plan 
when he enlisted or the one 
when he is to retire 
about all the 


n think of to ask right now. If any 


questions I 


time in the future I can't find an 
answer to my questions, I won't hesi 
ate to write you 

I believe that if you answer all these 
estions all of us will be much smart 


er There are several of us anxiously 


awaiting your reply 
If I may make a suggestion there 
many men that have been sold on 
areers in the Marine Corps, but very 
few that understand or know enough 
about retirement pay and other benefits 
to pass the word around that in 
cludes recruiting personnel also. Is it 
possible to get out some sort of publi 
cation stating these facts, other than 
the manual which most of the time is 
incomplete, outdated, and hard to latch 


Thank you for anything you can tell 
m¢ 
SSet. Harold W. Gieger 
Ammo. Co., Ist Ord. Bn 
First Marine Division, FMF, 
FPO, San Francisco, Calif. 


@ Since your letter contained several 
questions, we will attempt to answer 
them in sequence 

(1) Under Class I (b), Marine Corps 
personnel must have completed 16 years 
of active Naval service; Class I(c), 
20 vears of active Naval service; and 


Class 1(d), 19 vears and six months of 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 79) 





ONLY PHILIP MORRIS 
HAS IT! 


PRESTO 


—/T CLOSES AGAIN TO KEEP 


CIGARETTES FRESH | 
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New Credit Policy On Books From 


Leatherneck Bookshop 
ORDER NOW — PAY LATER 


Send your order—with or without payment. 


Books will 


be shipped immediately and. on credit purchases, bills 
will be sent on a later date. Order now from: 
Leatherneck Bookshop 


P. O. Box 1918 


Washington 13, D. C. 
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THE FUTURE OF 


MARINE 
AVIATION 


by Jack DeChant 


The search for new ways of increasing the combat 


effectiveness of the air-ground team will continue 


YONE WHO CAN SIT 
down and predict with cer- 
what kind of 
planes Marines will be flying 10 or 15 
years from now and on what missions, 


tainty just 


a Swami of no mean ability 


An explanation for this can be found 
Radford, 


Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 


a statement by Admiral 


“The Joint Chiefs of Staff have 
no preconceived ideas as to what 
our Armed Forces will look like a 
decade from now. The views and 
éstimates we submitted are based 
upon what we see today as being 
in the best interest of the United 
States and the free world. None 
of us can be certain of what will 
happen in the future. Improved 
guided missiles, atomic-powered 
ships and aircraft, an enlarged 
family of weapons, and new ap- 
plications of electronics, all will 
have their effects and will be re- 
flected in the evolution of our 
combat units. 

“Today's emphasis is actually 
pointed toward the creation, the 
maintenance, the exploitation of 
modern airpower. Today, there is 
no argument among military 
planners as to the importance of 
airpower. Offensively, defensive- 
ly, and in support of other forces, 
it is a primary requirement. Its 
strength continues te grow, both 
through increases in combat air 


units and through better equip- 
ment. 

“The President of the United 
States, the Secretary of Defense, 
and the Joint Chiefs of Staff are 
of one mind on this: Our Nation 
will maintain a national airpower 
superior to that of any other na- 
tion in the world.” 


The future of airpower in combat has 
hardly diminished. That is one solid 
bit of evidence on the future part of 
things to come for the Corps’ Air Arm. 

Admiral Radford’s look at tomorrow 
is strongly underwritten for Marine 
audiences in the recent remarks of the 
Commandant, General Lemuel C. Shep- 
herd, Jr.: 


“The ultimate aim, of course, 
maintain military forces 
of sufficient strength, properly 
equipped and trained, te meet 
any contingency — at any given 
time—and to be able to do so 
witheut prohibitive cost. 

“Within this framework of de- 
fensive strength, determined 
through strategic and economic 
planning, the Marine Corps has 
a standing obligation to maintain 
three combat divisions and their 
associated three Marine Air 
Wings. In making this a legal re- 
quirement, I feel that the Con- 
gress recognized a strategic real- 
ity. It has appreciated the world 
situation, and has taken positive 


is to 


steps to ensure the availability of 
an amphibious force-in-readiness. 
Indeed, the ‘New Look’ itself re- 
flects this principle which the 
Congress visualized so well—pow- 
erful, retaliatory striking power 
with a highly mobile reserve. 
“Simply, then, the role of the 
Marine Corps remains today as 
it was affirmed recently. It is a 
small, compact, specialized, ready 
force—a form of military fire 
brigade. It is an amphibious air- 
ground team prepared to answer 
the fire call—whether it is a lo- 
calized blaze, as in Korea, or a 
world-wide, atomic conflagration. 
“We are aware always that the 
true power of the Marine Corps 
is largely in its ability to serve 
as a part of the greater Armed 
Forces Team. Ours is a limited 
function—a most important one 
—hbut a limited one nevertheless. 
We cannot begin to accomplish 
it, however, without being closely 
in tune with our sister Services. 
For instance, we have an_ indis- 
soluble relationship with the 
Navy, one that has endured for 
almost two centuries—and one 
through which we have jointly 
developed our amphibious capa- 
bility. And our ability to oper- 
ate effectively with forces of the 
Army and Air Force—as we have 
im Korea—is a further essential 
if we are to give a full dollar's 
worth of performance for every 





Lieut. General William O. Brice, 
Director of Marine Aviation, 
also holds the title of Assistant 
Commandant (Air) of the Corps 


dollar spent on the Corps. 

“To meet our vast obligations 
we rely on our operating forces 
which are built largely around 
the three divisions and three 


wings. 


Of special significance to the Marine 
Air Arm in these remarks of the Com 
mandant are the following 

1. “The role of the Marine Corps— 
a small, compact, specialized ready 
force, a form of military fire brigade- 
an amphibious air-ground team pr 
pared to answer the fire call—whether 
it is a localized blaze, as in Korea, or 
a world-wide atomic conflagration.” 

2. “The true power of the Marine 
Corps is largely in its ability to serve 
as a part of the greater armed forces 
te 

“We rely on our operating forces 


2 


From their work in the past, helicopters undoubtedly 
will continue to play an important part in the future 


i 
—--— of 
as 
clo fees te 
Maj. General James P. Riseley, 
@ ground commander, headed 
major development in effort to 
perfect air-ground team concept 


built around the three Divisions and 
three Wings.’ 

Lieutenant General William O. Brice, 
Director of Marine Aviation, made a 
speech in December, 1953, in which he 
sized up the future of Marine aviation 
in terms of past history and perform- 
ances 

“In 1933 the Fleet Marine 
Foree became the focal point of 
all development in the amphibi- 
ous field. The Aviation arm of 
the Corps worked relentlessly to 
perfect techniques to better ful- 
fill its primary mission to sup- 
port the ground troops of the 
Fleet Marine Foree. As a result, 
when we were plunged into con- 
flict in 1941, the Marine Corps 
embarked upon its combat rola 
as a completely integrated air- 
ground team, with an air compo- 


-< i 
Colonel Boeker C. Batterton, a 
pilot, took over command from 
Gen. Riseley. This swapping of 
air and ground COs isn't new 


nent unsurpassed for its skill and 
above all, for its complete devo- 
tion to the needs of the ground 
component it was to support. 
“Close air support has been 
described in so many ways by 
various writers and speakers that 
I should like to present to you 
the Marine Corps concept. In its 
narrowest sense the term is de- 
fined something like this: 
“Attack by aircraft of hostile 
ground targets which are at such 
close range to friendly lines as 
to require detailed integration of 
each air mission with the fire and 
maneuver of the ground forces 
in order to ensure safety, pre- 
vent interference with other ele- 
ments of the combined arms, and 
permit prompt exploitation of 
the shock. casualty and neutrali- 
zation effect of the air attack. 


TURN PAGE 


of Marine Aviation. Their landing of combat troops 
is a far cry from the day of the old Higgins Boats 
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The XHR2S, new twin engine helicopter built for the Marine Corps, 


nas pay 


ARINE AVIATION (cont.) 


seem to be a rather 


“That 


involved 


may 


definition, It may be 


pictured m your 


think 


he ard a 


thheere easils 


mind's eve if of it in 


sou 


terms | sergeant use 
in holding school with his squad 


one day. d, “Close air sup- 


port means these bombs are 


-o close that if vou don’t get into 
as flat as vou can, 
sou're mighty likely to get 
backside full of lead . . 


don't those 


i hole or down 
your 
But 
the 


vworrs, guys om 


planes understand our 


cause many of them have served 


right with us as gravel crunch. 


Mar 
1ot come 
War II. The 


a number 


in 


combat 
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ransport helicopters 


supply operation 


Marines 

landing of a 
First Wing employed an 
tical Air-Control Center 


the 


combat 


made first 


from the record of 
iation squadrons in the Kore 


well 


solid 


included 
three 
special importance 
future They 
that Marine 

relentless search 


of 


ign which 
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sorties, these devel 


nts are of 
Oras id . 
ive eviaence 
continuing a 


ways carrying 


in com 


action 
A. 


Ww 
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li 


cil 
unit 


air 


in 


Ma 


an 


overt 


»p 


while 
offer 
airmen 


for 


out 


load of 26 fully equipped Marines or 6000 pounds of supplies 


thei 


amphibious warfare. 


primary mussion of integrating 
another 


the 


present 


There is 
this 
through 
Marine Air Units 
Aircraft Wing and the First Marine 
Division are still in Korea. A Marine 
Air Group and the Third Marine Divi- 
sion, both of the Far 
East Command, are on duty in Japan 
The Second Wing and the Second Divi- 

based 30 miles apart in North 

at Cherry Point 

These constitute a 

Air Task Force In 

on the East Coast of the U.S 
Third Air Wing in Flor 


engaged in with 


way to approach 
and that is 
location of 


The First 


future 


matter of 
the major 


Marine 


which are under 


and Camp 


two major 
Ground 
adine 
based 
training 
1e Second Division 

are continuing to 
gral part of Naval avia- 

arriers of the U. S 
In Hawaii the 
ed a major development in its 
the amphibious team 
First Marine Provisional 
Task Force was activated 
This Command serves 
extension the Pacific 
whose 


early in 1953, Corps 


announs 


ffor 


ts to perfect 
The 

Ground 

Oahu 


as an 


concept 
Al 
on new 

into of 


yrce-in-readiness units parent 
commands are at Camp Pendleton and 
El Toro, Calif 

A significant aspect of this new Com- 
mand was that Major General James 
P. Riseley, a 


over the 


ground commander, took 
spot. He was suc- 
of Staff, Colonel 
who was former- 
of the Third Marine 


number one 
his Chief 
Batterton 
of Staff 


ceeded by 
Boeker C 
ly Chief 
Air Wing 


of ground 
Air 


force 


This and 
commanders 
Ground 
was by 


Th 


swapping aur 


over a combined 


major combat readiness 
accident 
Marine 

1ands dates back a long time, even 
antedating the days during World War 
II when General Roy Geiger, 
Al 


ove! 


not by 


of 


design 


concept integrated 


who had 
Guadalcanal 
both the Air 
at Bougain 
ville as Commanding of the 
First Marine Amphibious Corps 

So much for the vital matter of Ma 
role as an integral part 
of the 
which 
War II 


continue 


Commander at 
took of 
and Ground Forces ashore 
General 


been 
command 


rine aviation’s 
of the 
Corps 
proved 
and in Korea, is 
a prime part of the Air Arm's activities 


amphibious 
This 
effective in 


conce pt 
team approach 


World 
to 


SO 
certain as 
in the years ahead 
Reams 
of the helicopter in 
the 
up in ve 
There is no need for 


about the 
the Marin 


horizon that is 


have been written 
advent 
Corps 


opening 


and new 


rtical envelopment 
reviewing 
that the 
powerful helicopter in 
is the XHR2S 
built satisfy 


requirements 


tactics 
the 
world's 


details here exce pt to note 
most 
which was 
Marine 


to exemplify 


service today 


designed and to 
Corps 
the development of Marine equipment 
through Navy The XHR2S 
will carry two combat assault squads 
—26 fully equipped Moreover 


this new Sikorsky Model can transport 


and 
sources 
men 
more than 6000 pounds of supplies 
including vehicles such as the Jeep and 
the Mighty Mite 

This kind of advance in 
cation of the 


of 


day of the 


the 
whirlybird to the 
far 
Higgins Boat 
promises of more to come 

There is a 
the jet aircraft category 
of which will be useful to Marine 
the future. The 
the jet in the 
oughly proved in the 
With the 
finally going out of business this year 
Marines their 
Naval and in the Air Force 
are to the day when 
all of their assault aircraft will be 

As a 
the 
to 


appli 
landing 
the 


and there are 


combat units is a cry from 


whole sweep of develop 


ments in some 
avia 
importance of 
field thor 
skies overt Korea 


last of the Corsair squadrons 


tors of 


fighter was 


with compatriots in 
aviation 
looking forward 
jets 
prospects of 


final note on the 


future, the best prediction of things 
contained in a_ recent 


General Shepherd, when 


come was 
statement by. 


he said 


“I believe that the Marine 
Corps with our skilled close air 
support, and our own helicopters 
the 
landings, is capable of following 
attack the 


most powerful assault punch pos- 


to pave way for amphibious 


up an atomic with 


sessed by any nation in the world 


today.” 





North American’s new Fury is the answer to 


Marine Aviation’s primary job in the jet age 


WINGED 


by MSgt. Steven Marcus 
Leatherneck Staff Writer 


Photos by 
TSgt. Charles B. Tyler 
Leatherneck Staff Photographer 


and USMC Photographers 


HE MARINE JET 
are back in business [ es are l najor structural 
The interceptor business hanges have cre: in the Fury the 
that is, with a new supersonic fighter fir interceptor jet capable of operat 
jet that can stand up to anything the ng from aboard carriers as well us 


Commies have thus far trotted ou bases 
from behind the iron curtain building a jet interceptor capa 
The new plane North American ble of carrier landings, North Ameri 
Aviation’s FJ-2 “Fury” was built to in ran into structural problems they 
fulfill Marine Aviation’s prime mission hadn't previously encountered. Car 
grabbing and holding air superiority rier landings and accelerated take-offs 
Not since the World War II days of require a more-than-average landing 
the Corsair and Wildcat has the Corps ar and airframe strength. Both com 
} 


had a plane capable of maintaining ponents were built up and strengthened 


that air superiority, and with the ad nd the under fuselag’. beefed up to 
vent of souped-up jets and supersonic bsorb the tremendous shock of sea 
air war, the crying need for such a ing landings. An arresting hook was 
ship was all too apparent. According idded, and folding wings were designed 
to top Marine aviators, the Fury more and incorporated into the aircraft. Two 
than fills the bill {uel storage tanks were added outboard 
Originally the FJ-2 was planned as f the wheel assemblies, permitting a 
a modified version of the Air Force's TURN PAGE 
Sabre Jet, but by the time all the 
alterations and modifications were Colonel Luther Moore, CO of 
tossed in, the Fury had emerged from MAG.-15, explains operation of 
North American's Columbus, Ohio FJ-2 nose wheel to Brigadier 
plant as a brand new aircraft. Inter General John N. Hart, Deputy 
changeability of parts is less than 10 Commander of AirFMFPacific 





WINGED FURY (cont.) 


s ‘ 


IG Alley 


M 


igned two FJ-2 Trainers 


In flight, the Fury resembles the Air Force's F-86 
Sabre Jet. The Corps’ newest jet was originally 


Ui] y Wf 
WHY) 
YY I 


ated. Classes 


echnicians 


had 


schoxc l at North 
they received 


é troops 


and 
To 
the 


11 mockups 


and encom- 


Fury, reduc 


wiring 


and 


© a simple, visual 


each panel 


portion 


of 


its 


The pressurization, heat and vent panel 
ontains a complete layout of all 
sources and air supply ducts on the 
plane. A flick of the windshield wiper 
blades moving and 
the ply du of the system lights 
] student to view the 
at a glance 
ip of the electrical system 
contains every inch of the miles of wit 
ing installed in the Fury, complete with 
outlets and instruments. An electrical 
student can master the system in a 
of weeks, which under previous 
methods of instruction would have 
taken many months The hydraulic 
panel raises and lowers the wheels, and 
from its in iment panel can simu 
late every possible condition encount 
ered 1 ual 
The iine portion of the trainer is 
the only par »f the mockup not laid 
out as a panel or cutaway. It’s mounted 
yn a whecled carrier and rolled around 
the classroom for an unimpeded view 
of whatever segment of the engine is 
discussion. Small groups of stu 
dents tear the engine completely down 
replacing parts and learning service 
maintenance under the conditions of 
field operation. Graduation for the 
mechanics is actual operation of the 
engine Rolled out to a nearby ait 
strip, the turbojet is firmly anchored 
with cables and started up. An aunxili 
ary power unit turns over the engine 
to its starting rpm, and from an instru 
ment panel the students make the nec- 
essary adjustments and flick the lever 
which starts the engine roaring under 
its own power 
With the FJ-2 at for El Toro 


Point, one trainer was 


planned as a modification of the F-86 but emerged 
as a new craft. A few parts are interchangeable 





Mechanics and pilots at El Toro’s Trainer School of mockups, panels and engines. There were more 
learned about the FJ-2 piece by piece through use than 200 graduates on hand to meet the first Fury 


shipped to El Toro and the other re 
tained on the East Coast. Members of 
an instructor staff of enlisted Navy 
technicians were assigned to each 
trainer, and the Fury schools were 
ready to roll. At El Toro, close to 200 
pilots and maintenance men have at 
tended the school to date. Each man 
has graduated as an expert in his field, 
and is ready to greet the Fury as an 
old friend. And now that the Fury is 
being delivered, for many of the gradu 
ates it will be the first viewing of an 
old friend—all in one piece 

Capabilities and performance of the 
Corps’ newest fighter are still in a 
restricted status. Only time will deter- 
mine the Fury’s place in the rapidly 
changing field of aviation development 
But for the Marine Corps, the pros- 
pects look good. There is a fair chance 
that the FJ-2 can come very close to 
banging at the sound barrier door. As 
a comparative, it’s improbable that it 
can outclimb the MIG, but a certainty 
that it will take the diving honors 
Only one point is definitely established 
at this writing Pilot acceptance of 
the new craft is enthusiastic and un 
wavering, from the Corsair pilots who 
cleared the air over Guadalcanal 11 
years ago to the bright-eyed new breed, 
a step removed from flight school 

With the Fury in its aviation stable, 
the Marine air arm is now, more than 
ever, ready to handle air-to-air combat 
on a give and take basis. And the 
new outlook at the Corps’ aviation 
bases can best be summed up by the 
Latin phrase 

“In omnia paratus—ready for all 


things.’ END 


A Navy instructor explains the 
intricate details of the Fury’'s [) 
fuel system to Marine mechs. 
Mockups cut the training time 


Instructors trained at North American's Columbus, Ohio, plant and 
then returned to El Toro and Cherry Point to tutor mechs and pilots 
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MSat. Lloyd S. Britt flew in WW Il MSgt. Larry N. Laugen, at 
and the Korean war. He now pilots 50. is the oldest NAP in the 
from Anacostia Marine Corps. He's boss 
of the Camp Pendleton field 


Bob Lurie made an 
ynaing with 
ad Marine VIPs to and 


bomb, h 
’ Naval Air Station in Washington, D. C. 


and 


Kiving Sergeants 


but due to promotions to officer rank, retirements 


enlisted pilots belong to an exclusive club 
and discharges, the membership greatly diminished 


125 members. In 1946 there were 400 NAPs 


pita - 





; 


MSgt. William W. Barber MSgt. Henry Michelski, a helicopter MSgt. Frank W. Scroggs 
serves as a test pilot for test pilot, checks over all parts of the is the senior helicopter pilot 
the Overhaul and Repair working mechanism. Despite his flying among the Corps’ NAPs. 
Activity at Cherry Point risks, he plays it cool on the deck He flew missions in Korea 





USS { S Hashmark pilots fought Germans, bandits, 
ms i 


A ay 
eS, 


Nips and Commies in four flying decades 


F PRESIDENT WOODROW By the time the U.S. found itself 
Nils . ~*k 7 11S ~ . . mm t thre ] / i f 
Wilson had checked with h by MSet. Paul Sarokin on the hreshold of World War II 
Marine Commandant, Major . : Marine aviation had grown but it was 
~ “ Leatherneck Stati Writer 
General George Barnett, on the status still a scrapping youngster with no more 
of Marine aviation before he asked Phot , than 200 trained pilots—including the 
WwtoOS ”v 
Congress to declare war on Germany enlisted flying sergeants. But in the 
-athe > *hotog . ' 
he would have found that the Corps Leatherneck Staff Photographers years which followed, the NAP total 


. , ‘ and Official USMC P ri > , 
T O for aviation called for “two aero ind — IC Photographers soared; by 1946 there were 400 Marine 
NAPs day the Corps carries only 


f 125 of the flying sergeants on its rolls 


planes, two sea aeroplanes and on 


land plane Personnel consisted o 
six officers, one warrant officer, and 45 Oldest of the remaining NAPs to 
enlisted men Marine Corps and Navy additional day—and typical of the group—is 50 
When one of these 45. Sergeant flyers without pushing beyond their year-old Master Sergeant Larry N 
Thomas L. McCullough, was attacked authorized officer strength Laugen, now NCO-in-Charge of the 
over Belgium by six of the Kaiser's The first Marine NAP was First Auxiliary Landing Field at Camp Pen 
shiny new Fokkers, the air war began Sergeant Benjamin F. Belcher who had dleton, Calif. No officer is assigned 
for Marine aviation. McCullough sent enlisted in 1917. Belcher had distin to the unit: that makes Laugen the 
one of the German pilots spinning guished himself with a flight from number one man on the field. Com 
crazily earthward and fought off his Haiti to San Francisco. His distance mand responsibility, however, is not 
duelist’s surprised buddies before his 10,953 miles, broke the existing record new to Larry. He was once a lieutenan 
guns jammed and his Spad w.s forced for the longest flight in American avia (jg) and helped instruct fledgling Naval 
down tion history. It was the second longest Reserve aviators. As soon as he could 
Aviation designations for enlisted flight in the world at that time Sir wrangle the deal, he switched back in 
men were unknown until December Rose Smith, an RAF pilot, held the to the Corps. He was given the rank 
1919, when the Navy appointed its top spot with 12,500 miles of first lieutenant and made CO of a 
first Naval Aviation Pilot. The term Following World War I, enlisted pi training squadron in Minneapolis 
NAPs was born—along with many new lots played an integral role in many Minn 
flyers. Most of these men were former actions of the Banana Wars And His turn for overseas duty came in 
mechanics with a love for aviation their experience paid off; many of August, 1944, when he joined MAG-25 
but insufficient book learning to qual their experiments with dive bombing as an R4D pilot off for Bougainville 
ify for commissions. In those days the and untried techniques were later in Here Laugen got his chance to fly 
designation of enlisted men as pilots corporated in the principles of the close high-priority gear, and to ferry person 


was a clever device for giving the air support theory nel into the Philippine campaign 
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MSat. Forrest E. Brower 
acked up 150 missions on 
mis four f duty in the Far 


East as syne commander 


MSgt. 


aircraft 


Sid Wooley is an 
inspector as well 
as an NAP and test pilot. 


He is also a Korean vet 


FLYING SERGEANTS (cont.) 


battle had 
moved 


When the 


cleared 


smoke of 
then a captain 
with his 
remained until he returned to the States 
in March, 1946. By December, the 


Laugen 


on to Tsingtao group and 
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MSat. Leslie T. Ericson is 
the NCO.-in-Charge of the 
El Toro flight office. He 
ew in WW Il and Korea 


MSgts. Harold Hohl and 
William Myers 
checkoff list before taking 
off in an R4D_ Skytrain 


review the 


ion program caught 
he traded his cap- 


stripes and an NAP 


For he nex four 


+ 


Laugen 
schools per- 


years 
brushed up at electroni 
formed occasional desk jobs and got 
in a little staff flying 


When Korea 


ped out with the 


Laugen ship 
Marine Air 


had flown over 


exploded 
First 
craft Wing. At 46, he 
900 R4D flights 


missions, five flare 


including 10 paradrop 
hops in support of 
and 11 trips into Chosin 
lugging in gear and ferrying out the 
Although constant 
Laugen escaped without in- 
jury and delivered the goods every time. 
His lengthy 


night fighters 


wounded under 


enemy hire 


passenger lists include the 


MSgt. Martin Fredrick flew 
fighter-bomber missions with 
the famed "Death Rattler’ 
squadron against the Reds 


Joseph A. Conroy 
jockeyed helicopters over 
Korea's snow-capped hills 
to evacuate wounded men 


MSgft. 


names of Generals Field Harris, O. P. 
Smith, and Chesty Puller 

Laugen home in August, 1951 
After assorted duties at El Toro, he 
was assigned to his present billet in 
1953. His flight record shows 15 years 
of flying experience, and an accumula 
tion of almost 30 years’ service. Al- 
though, like all other NAPs he doesn't 
have a primary spec number which calls 
for flying, he still gets in occasional 
cross-country hops as first pilot, and 
retains his special instrument rating 

Laugen is determined about his fu- 
ture; it’s going to take more than a 
mere 30 years’ service to ground him 

Master Sergeant Bob Lurie of El 
Toro, Calif.. who has been flying jets 
since the Quartermaster first stocked 


"ame 





them, is one of the select group of 
NAPs to fly jets in combat. He has 
also flown every type of conventional 
craft in the Corps, and has made 170 
carrier landings while based aboard 
the USS Mindoro 

In Korea he 170 Panther 
many as a flight leader 
And he’s had his share of close calls 


One of them occurred at Pohang while 


piled up 


jet mussions 


Lurie was returning from a routine 


night mission. His plane had picked 
up an assortment of Red lead during 
the flight, and when he attempted to 
come in for a landing he discovered that 
his wing flaps wouldn't come down. To 
make matters worse, a 250-pounder was 
hung up and could not be shaken loos« 
He relayed his troubles to the tower, 
then was given an OK for the landing 
after the flight had 


down 


remainder of the 
come 

A few moments after he eased the 
aircraft in, the dangling bomb broke 
loose and hit the runway. The mo 
mentum of the plane carried the bomb 
forward, and the plane _ continued 
down the runway with the bomb keep 
basketball 


plane was 


alongside—like a 
exploded! The 
chunks of shrapnel 


ing pace 
—until it 
demolished; large 
chewed through the cockpit, but beyond 
a thorough shaking up and a few skip- 
ped heartbeats—Lurie walked 
from the wreck 

He returned to the States in August, 
1952, and is now assigned as an in- 
strument instructor and test pilot. He 
checks R4Ds, photo planes, night 
fighters, the F3D Skynight, and just 
about anything else the 


away 


designers can 
dream up 

Master Sergeant Leslie T. Ericson, 
NCO-in-Charge of El Toro’'s Flight Of 


MSgts. 
veteran NAPs who flew with the Wing in Korea 


R. McWatters, Jr., 


and J. Milby are 


fice, is a veteran of more than 10 years 
Corps flying and has seen 
combat in both World War II and 
Korea. He enlisted in August 1942, 
and, after boot camp, was assigned to 
flight training at Pensacola. He re 

eived his wings, and a second lieuten 


of Marine 


aunt's commission in January, 1944 

He was trained in F4Us at Cherry 
Point, N. C., and Quantico, Va. World 
War II overseas service came with an 


MAG-33 at Okinawa 


assignment to 


Here, Ericson flew 20 Corsair missions 
before being shifted to Japan in Sep 
tember, 1945. He returned to the U‘S. 
in January of the following year and 
reverted to the rank of master ser- 
geant NAP 

Postwar years found him flying Cor- 
sairs at Cherry Point, attending avia- 
tion engineering school at Memphis, 
and later assigned to VMF-212 with the 


more than 


of war in Korea. He racked 
and close air support 
his transfer to Japan, 
ferried 


outbre 
ir strike 
before 
where he flew test 
planes to Korea. Ericson returned to 
the United States in March, 1952 

It took Master Robert A 
McWatters, Jr., four years to win his 
wings. He enlisted in the Marine Corps 
in May 
mechanic's school, and then assigned 
duty with MAG-13 in Samoa. When 
he returned to the States the following 
year he was stationed at El Centro 
Calif., and lost no time in applying fot 
flight training. He was ordered to pre 
flight training in January, 1944. He 
had been at Athens, Ga., only a short 
time when he was dropped because of 
quota restrictions. He joined MAG-35 
at Corvallis, Ore., but soon resubmitted 
his application for flight training 

This time, after training at Memphis 
Corpus Christi and Pensacola, he re 
ceived his wings as an NAP in April, 
1947. A tour with VMR-252 at Cherry 
Point was cut short by the Korean 
War, and McWatters joined the First 
Marine Aircraft Wing as an R4D pilot 
He racked up 160 missions, flying equip 
ment and supply drops, and air evac- 
uations, before returning to the States 
in June, 1952. McWatters is now NCO- 
in-Charge of Station Operations at El 
Toro 

Master Sergeants Laugen, Lurie, 
Ericson and McWatters are typical of 
a truly vanishing breed; their 125-man 
fraternity has a locked door; there are 
no plans for an increase in membership 
When the final pages of their unique 
chapter of flying have 
written, they will have become an ex 
END 


up 65 
mission 
hops and 


Sergeant 


1941, was sent to aviation 


military been 


tinct species 


= 


MSgts. Joseph Ross and James Todd each flew 
100 photo-recon 


missions in Korea 
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As the complement of Marines at Itami Air Base 
in Japan turns out for a parade, the duty mechs 


How 


tweed 


TAILOR-MADE 

\ have the VU 
led a Korean 
are YY to one 
When 


odds that you ll 


future 


and a 


Class 


day leave 
High 

shop 

was born in the 
era of Japan. It 


ip just large 


Itami I ed sg mall if 
all the enoug ndl he supy 


est Post passenget rvice r Air Force 


lies and a 
person 
erican facilities in 


and Kobe 


It grew 


K yot 
omewhat larger in 1949 due to the ar 
38th Bomb Wing 

have completed as headquarters for that unit 


for h ly s ves of the Kore: war 


] nearby Osaka 


five-day leave un 
FMF in 
San Francisco i rival of the 


with the 
It served 
through 


have orders 


ready their aircraft for flight. 
and taxi strip provide space for troop and stomp 


The hangar apron 


When the Communists swarmed ove: 
the 38th Parallel separating North and 
South Korea into its own 
as a full fledged air base 
flight to Korea and with the 
Korean war the 


Itami came 


It’s only a 
two-hour 
first shot fired in the 
base went on a 24-hour-a-day working 
Steam heated barracks 


recreation facilities were provided 


basis were 


built 
for the increase in personnel and the 


strip lengthened to handle the heavy 
trafhe 

But Itami didn't enter the 
room bull sessions of the Marines until 
after the arrival of the First Marine Air 
Wing in the Far East. As the Korea 
war progressed, the Wing found it 
needed a base in Japan large enough to 
handle the work on its 
fighter and transport planes. Facilities 
intermediary 


barracks 


major repair 


were also needed as an 


stop for priority cargo and personnel 








Photos by 
MSgt. J. W. Richardson 


Leatherneck Staff Photographer 


POST OF THE CORPS 


EA UESE, 
Dy 


by MSgt. Roy E. 


Heinecke 


Leatherneck Staff Correspondent 


The major Marine air installation in Japan will be 


remembered by many as the Gateway to Korea 


U.S. Marines stationed at Itami Air Base are well acquainted with 
the favorite food crop in Japan; rice paddies surround the airfield 


flowing into Korea. Itami drew the 
nod from First MAW advance parties 
and it didn’t take long for the Air Force 
base to assume a Marine look. Famil- 
iar Marine-red signs of _MWSG-17, 
MARS and MABS replaced the Air 
Force blue 


Around -the-clock maintenance 
on the aircraft at Itami helped 
Marine flyers establish a good 
flight record in the Far East 


Marine Wing Service Group 17—its 
CO is now Colonel Frank H. Wirsig- 
and the forward echelon of Marine 
Transport Squadron 152 moved in and 
set up housekeeping in most of the 
barracks and two of the hangars for 
merly occupied by the Air Force. VMR 
152 worked day and night flying be 
tween Barbers Point, T. H., and Japan, 
bringing in the needed supplies and 
personnel. The forward echelon set up 
flights between Haneda International 
Airport in Tokyo, Atsugi NAS, port of 
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A joint committee consisting of Marines, Airmen and Soldiers confers 
with Miss Byrdie King, Base Special Services, on recreation problems 


ITAMI, JAPAN (cont.) Under the title of the Field Sergeant 
Major's Office, a group of Marines took 
yver the chore of filtering several thou- 
sands of their Corps buddies. still 


; wearing their combat clothes, through 
planes, and 

scheduled 
pan kept the 

work-and 

height 

VMR 

R5Ds 


' 
1h 


th 
I 


Y. 
arted at 


nd midnight 
juadron 17 went 
two hangars 
pled fighter and 
them down and 
ther, ready to con 
against aggression 
MARS mechanics 
from a small two 
to the large R5Ds 
+ ull 


4 


any mont! 
Itami Ai 
front and 


Cl 


hirst rate rey 


the Marin 


ehabilitation f 
the Army in the 
id adopted by 
1ew departments 1€ processing center. Clothes were is- 
personnel of the ied, roomboys were collected to press 
of the program lothes and shine shoes and when a 
Marine R&R personnel Marine walked through the main gate. 
Wing and Division. Ma he was as sharp as a Stateside liberty 
go on a five-day rest hound 
processed through the The handling of R&R Marines was 
expiration of their an additional duty; other men were 
it with orders and a passing through on TAD orders or on 
for Korea emergency leaves. A Wing or Division 


Marine on emergency leave orders gets 
only a scant look around the field. He's 
there only long enough to get his or 
ders endorsed, and then hustled on a 
plane for Haneda or Atsugi. He's 
usually out of Japan the same night 

The Field Sergeant Major's office, 
now run by MSgt. R. H. Wilkerson, is 
still in operation The cease-fire in 
Korea hasn't lessened the work of this 
important unit of Headquarters Squad 
ron. Besides R&R, TAD and Marines 
on emergency leave, they handle all of 
the Wing's incoming and outgoing 
drafts and some of the Division's. Last 
February was a typical month for the 
12-man team when they cleared 1676 
Marines on R&R through their office 
plus two outgoing drafts from the 
Wing and Division. The R&R figure 
can be doubled due to the fact that 
these men must be processed twice 
coming and going 

But the official greeters for Itami Air 
Base belong to the Wing Air Freight 
Passenger Terminal; twenty-four Ma 
rines who make their headquarters in a 
small shack built into the side of the 
air freight hangar. Meeting every Ma 
rine plane which sets its wheels down 
on the Itami runway is an around-the 
clock St hedule 

Being a mathematician helps _ if 
you're a member of the terminal crew 
You don't load a plane until it bulges 
through its hatches: it still has to fly 
and you have to be able to figure out 
the space a jeep will eat up inside of 
an RSD and its weight. Then fill in the 
rest of the space with a few hundred 
cartons of rations and a load of fresh 
vegetables bound for a mess hall in 
Korea. If there's any room left, it goes 
to passengers. To the terminal crew a 
passenger is just so many pounds to be 
squeezed a plane in the quickest 
time yx 

During the month of January the 
Wing Air Freight-Passenger crew, led 
by Major Andrew J. Boyle, Wing 
Freight Officer: Captain Dale M. Mols 
berry, Air-Freight Officer, and TSgt 
Robert E. Wade, NCOIC, loaded and 
unloaded a total of 243 planes. Better 
than 5000 passengers were buckled into 
safety belts and 745, 892 pounds of car 
go sent winging its way to Korea. Add 
ing passenger weight, this was a total 
of more than 2,000,000 pounds air 
lifted out of Itami 

In August, 1953, Itami added an 
other squadron. VMR 253 and its 21 
R4Q Fairchild “Packets” island- 
hopped from El Toro to Itami to as- 
sist VMR 152 in the enormous airlift 
program. They also brought a rumor 
with them that had First Division Ma- 
rines and even some of the Wing per- 
sonnel casting questioning glances at 
the unusual looking aircraft. The story 
can’t be pinned down but the word had 
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The planes a VMR-152 carried 109,032 passengers and 
more than 10,000,000 pounds of air freight cargo in 1953 


MSgt. Stanley J. Czaja holds roll call three times daily 
for the drafts awaiting transportation to the United States 


All cargo destined for Korean delivery is loaded 
at night because of the early morning take-off hour. 


Itami's QM is open seven days a week 
for the convenience of returning drafts 


» 


The number of passengers carried is determined 
by the weight and balance of scheduled air freight 
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ITAMI, JAPAN (cont.) 


planes were 
reversible props 
most unorthodox 

re just an exper 
Marine 
irally, many a Marine 
into an R4Q bucket 
was a one-way trip 


Corps was 


anywhere, more than 


the scheduled destina 


The usual assortment of gift shops and tea rooms 
lines the "strip" outside the main gate at Itami. The 


F. H. Wirsig, Commanding Officer of 
of Marine Wing Service Group |7 at Itami 


Since its arrival in 
the Far East under 
the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Carl J. Fleps, the 
squadron has logged 
more than 5,000,000 
passenger miles. Add 
to this 31 months of 
operation both over- 
seas and in_ the 
United States with- 
out a fatality to 
either 
crews and you have 
the true story of the 
Fairchild “Packet,” 
newest aircraft in 
use by the Marines 
in the Far East 

But records, safety 
or otherwise, are a 


passengers or 


dime a dozen at 
Itami VMR 152, 
under the command 
Colonel W. E 
Sweetser, Jr., also 
has several they are 
proud to claim. In 
squadron of RS5Ds 
6000 flights, airlifting 
100,000 passengers and 
Mail, 
always compiled separately, was logged 
at 6.000 000 


one year the 
has recorded 
better than 


11,000,000 pounds of cargo 


pounds. To accomplish 
this the squadron piled up a grand 
total of 12,615.6 flying hours. As in 
VMR 253, Squadron 152 operated 
throughout the entire without 
one passenger's family cashing in on his 


period 


government insurance 
Howe ver Ma- 


air arm at Itami gets to flit around 


not everybody in the 


the Pacific ocean, dropping in at Ha- 
waii, Japan or Korea. Marine Wing 
Service Group 17 has its own military 
motor section and 
maintenance departments similar to a 
Marine post or station with personnel 
who get no nearer to an airplane than 
the ones built in the hobby shop. At 
Itami these units are all banded to 
gether under Marine Air Base Squad 
Without a MABS unit, Itami's 
squadrons and the units 
processing men and cargo in and out 
would have a hard time 
their high 


police, transport 


ron 17 
two flying 


of the base 
functioning and _= setting 
records of achievement 

The workload carried by the Marines 
at Itami is equivalent to other Marine 
air facilities but when it comes to liber- 
ty some Marines will agree that El 
Toro and Cherry Point have a decided 
edge. Others will point out the advan- 
tages of browsing through the shops of 
towns nearby or traveling farther to 
Osaka, Kyoto or Kobe But Itami 
proper can only point to its nortorious 
“Strip,” the 1000-yard dash outside the 
main gate that features a street solidly 
packed with nondescript bars, honky- 
tonks and a few high priced souvenir 
shops 

However, the 
for better than four 
money. Marines looking for bargains 
instead of beers, run this obstacle 
course via ricksha and taxi to the train 


“Strip,” in operation 


years, is losing 


station. It’s a 20-minute ride to cen 
tral Japan's metropolis of Osaka and 
slightly longer to Kobe or Kyoto 

Air Force Special Services help cut 
into the profits of the beer hall pro 
prietors just outside the gate by main 


taining the Crossroads Club on the 


MPs keep close check on the establishments and 
substandard places are closed to military personnel 





base. Under the guidance of Miss By: 
die King, the 
of activities that starts with the Coffe: 
Hour at 0900 and usually ends with 
dance in the evening. If you feel y 
have two left feet when it comes t 
trotting on the dance floor, you can get 
Arthur Murray's best instructions fro 
a Marine captain, a former instruct 
of the studi 
The Crossroads Club organizes sh 
winter 


Club has a daylong list 


nationally known dance 


trips to the mountains in the 
beach parties in the summer and wee}l 
ly sightseeing trips to Japanese point 
of interest in the surrounding area A 
council of enlisted men, Marines, Air 
men and Soldiers, holds weekly meet 
ings and decides on the future entertain 


ment for the more than 900 Marines and 


other personnel of the Air Force and 
Army who call Itami home. A Marine 
NCO, Sergeant Robert P. Rose of 
MARS 17, holds office as president of 
the council 

The weather in central Japan i 
about the same as the seasons encoun 


tered in Philadelphia, Baltimore and 


Washington. The winters are cold: the 
summer hot and you can expect rain 
any time Consequently, the air base 
has a swimming pool to combat the 
high temperatures of July, August and 
September and, besides the Crossroad: 
Club, three well-heated clubs for off 
hours hibernation during the 
The upper three pay grades of the Ma 
in dress for 

They can 
uniform—at the 


winter 


rine Corps have a choice 
an evening's entertainment 
go formal—Class “A” 
Airmen’s “3-2-1 Club” or wear dun 
garees and enjoy the free and easy at 
mosphere of the Mar-Nav Club, a staff 
NCO Club run by the Itami based Ma 
rines. Lower paygrades have the “4 "N 
Inder Club.” All three 
Bingo during the week and dances on 
the week-ends with music furnished by 


spots featur 


Japanese orchestras who play every 


thing from hoedown to bebop 


Japanese houseboys, known for their cleanliness, turn out an ichi-ban 
job for Sergeant Roy Stephen, a barracks police sergeant at Itami 


Itami Air Base also has a fully 
equipped hobby shop, library and gym 
Up-to-date films turned out by Holly 
wood can be viewed at the Base theate1 
for the sum of 25 cents, MPC (Mili 
tary Payment Certificates) 

Marines embarking for duty with the 
FMF in Korea depart from Camp Pen 
dleton or El Toro with a fu!l seabag 
complete with greens, khaki and dun 
garees. On arrival at Itami they are 
surprised and sometimes stare in won 
der as they watch Itami-based Marines 
stroll out the gate wearing cashmer« 


sport jackets, gabardine trousers and 
in cool weather, the ensemble is usually 
topped with a camel-hair topcoat. The 
quality of the cloth appears to be well 
out of the reach of a Marine's pocket 
book 

The well-dressed 
than their 
When the 
the wearing of civilian clothes came out 
in the latter part of 1953 these Marines 
civilian 


Marines are no 


different newly arrived 


brethren order authorizing 


were caught without pants 
This was quickly remedied when the 
Air Force authorized the opening of a 
civilian tailor shop on the base. Now 
the Marines flock to Smiley H. Chow's 
shop to be measured for clothes which 
are worth more than double their price 
back Besides Donegal tweed 
and cashmere, they are buying othe: 
which come to Japan via 
Hongkong You'll see flannels and 
sharkskin, worsteds and English tweeds 


home 
materials 
every day just seconds after liberty call 


rolls across the base. And the 
are well within the reach of a Marine 


prices 


paycheck 
Maybe you won't get duty at Itami 
but when you get your orders to the 


FMF in Korea, you'll unbuckle your 
safety belt after a flight in a VMR 152 


or 253 plane at least once during your 
tour of duty in Korea. It might be on 
your way to the First Marine Ajit 
Wing or First Marine Division; it 
could be for your R&R trip to Japan, 
or it might be on the first leg of the 
trip every Marine 
tion home! But whenever it happens 
you'll find the Marines at Itami Ajit 
Base working for you. They'll see that 
you get started on the right foot in the 


enjoys most—rota 


right direction and they'll have you on 
the right plane when you leave 

they keep 
been able to run up in 


END 


That's how those fins 


they've 


records 


Marines are able to purchase 
tailored civilian clothing at Itami 
for about half the amount they 
would pay back in the States 





PILOT 
PICKUP 


by K. B. McCutcheon 


A difference of opinion was settled when 


the whirlybird rescued the jet jockey 


THE COMMAND Mar ry he had said. Too vul- 
f HMR 461. a Ma ! bl ildn't stand up in combat 
rps | pter tran f w n do any good we'll sure 
id Andie. Those con 

ears ago flashed 


I'll go myself if 
would said 
iow about this 


I have now,” 
nt in up at Able 
1 ground. Nearly 

we're calling 
opters out 
et out 

equip 

go, you'll 

yn the coast 
orth. You'll 
the ship to 

Navy will fly 


yu other details 


*k on the 
aside and 


acToss 
( ouple 
olone l 


Andie filled 
P.T Fritz.’ 
Anderson and May ol ! he operations, intelli- 
ogether in Washing gence engineering officers and meet 
lugging the helicopter me in mess hall as soon as you 
et fighters. Budgets n. Bring a couple of maps of the 
nd the wheels wer rea too,” said Andie as he headed for 
they should go with the mess hall 
ft. May wanted t In ten minutes they were all sitting 
Weren't good for the around a table sipping coffee Tex; 





Jackson, the 
intelligence Dingle, the 
engineering boss, were all waiting for 
the skipper to put out the word 
“Colonel Fritz May is down,” he 


said. “We may have to go in and g¢ 


Mitch, the ops officer 
officer; and 


¢ 


him.” 

An hour later they had roughed up 
Two ‘copters, each with two 
pilots and a crew chief 
would fly to an air field on the 


a plan 
plus one spare 
pilot 
coast and await further instructions 
One would attempt the pickup with the 
second reserve The 
olonel was going if the general agreed 
The other pilots would be Dingle, 
son, Taylor and Richards. The crew 
chiefs would be Ricks and Morton 

‘Okay. That's it for the time being 
said Andi¢« “Dingle 
deal while I go see the old man 

The old man was the Commanding 
General of the First Marine Division 
As Andie drove the half-mile to the 
CP his mind wandered back over the 


standing by in 


Jack 


turn to on this 


past few years 

Two years before most people hadn't 
thought about Korea. Or of helicopters 
He and a few other officers had seen 
their potentialities and had tried hard 
to sell them to the higher-ups. It hadn't 
been easy and Andie had been happy to 
Then 
The ‘copters had done all 


settle for even a modest program 
came Korea 
right so far but it hadn't been enough 
to satisfy Andie 

“If I could pull this thing off,” he 
thought, “I could show old Fritz and 
a few others just like him that these 
whirlybirds are really here to stay.” 

Andie 
fast He 
stated what he 
general nodded approvingly and gave 


found the old man at break 
outlined the situation and 


proposed to do. The 


his permission to proceed as planned 
Andie finished his coffee and jeeped on 
back to the squadron 

The boys had been busy. The opera 
tions tent was humming and a pile of 
gear was growing in the briefing tent 
There were rubber boats, “Mae Wests.’ 
a couple of Thompson submachine 
guns, carbines, and ammo; rations, can 
teens and “pogey bait’; portable radios 
and some of the new armored vests 
In the intelligence tent the crews were 
getting a thorough briefing on the en 
emy situation in the area, the location 


of known AA 


similar info 


troop dispositions and 


Andie went to his tent and put in a 
call to P.T. at Joint Operations Center 
in Seoul 


“I have two ships just about ready 


Ricks dangled halfway up the 
ladder about 1000 feet off the 
ground. His hands were numb 
and he gambled on each grip 


said Andie I'm taking them 
coast to the field at B-87. We'll 
there for further instructions, but 
be in a position to hop off to 
the fleet of 
Is that all right on your 


rendezvous at any 


niece 
piace 


pass the word along to the flag 
aid P.T 


ll advise you.” 


“And if anything els« 


when you get the word, be sure 

on where and when the ren 
to take place, where and 
CAP will meet us 


iS 


and what 


sat back in his chair 
cigar He wouldn't 
ich of a combat air patrol to 
the carrier but he would need 
f fighters to CAP him during 
ial pickup 

went over his mental check-off 
was satisfied that he had done 
he could at the moment 

ot good boys going with me 
ed. Dingle is about as good as 
Jackson's a reserve, but 
Plenty of 
ence Taylor is no problem; lots of 
Richards is the baby of 
Ricks and 
nothing to worry about 


they come 


rough and ready experi 


time in the air 


the lot but very capable 
Morton 


there. Both old time Marines and damn 


good mechs 
After noon chow the entire squadron 
collected near the hardstand area to 
watch the departure. The two ‘copters 
lifted easily 


speed, and departed 


nosed down to pick up 
leaving the on 
lookers enveloped in a cloud of dust 
Andie picked up his course quickly 
and headed for the coast. He had flown 
familiar route half a dozen times 
At a thousand feet he took advantage 
This route to 


was several miles back of 


of favorable tail winds 
the coast 
the line 

observed or shot at 


there was no chance of being 


The first leg was routine and unevent 
ful; they made it in an hour and a half 
The CO of the base was out to greet 
them and he had news. A carrier and 
destroyer were steaming south for a 
rendezvous at dusk. The ‘copters were 
to refuel and shove off in about an 
hour Four Marine 
cover them across the bombline to the 


Corsairs would 
carrier, and return to base 
Andi« refueled 
snack, and took off 
behind him, he 
headed for the 
The winds were about 15 knots and 


grabbed’ = another 
With the Corsairs 
picked his course and 
rendezvous 


nearly on the nose holding the ground 
speed to 65. The 
bombline and held parallel to the coast 


‘copters crossed the 


about ten miles off for 40 minutes, and 
then further out to sea. In 
another half an thought 
they glimpsed a ship on the horizon 

TURN PAGE 


31 


veered 


hour they 





PILOT PICKUP (cont.) 


ng distance 
ily a Carrier 
panying DD 
rophone and 
and report 
nformed that 
us ship 
ff Andie 
position and 
yme aboard 
1 by until they 
wind. That 
i the signal 
was spotted 


' 


launch 


the office 


+ 


wt shower 
cream. S¢ 


realize, hi 


again in the 
business at 

been fairly 

or two. He 

it 6600 feet 

sparsely in 

village was ten 

st of the moun 

i although there wer 
vugh to accommodat« 
ver forecast for 

not promising: a 
moving in and by 
erything would be 
of discussion and 
decided the 
would 


copter 
‘aylor leave 
dawn and cross the coast 
vith 16 fighters flying cover 

to silence any ground 
ilarly during the critical 
pickup. Andi 


stand by on th 
launch to offer 


actual 
would 
immediate 
required 
sounded at 0400 with flight 
later. As 


the air department of th 


lowing an hour 
1anned their assigned stations 
and his companions reported to 
room for a last minute check 
ather was as_ reported 
Although the 
over the 


ceiling at sea 
mountains it 
8000 feet and visibility was 
less than ten miles and falling; the air 
mass was moving in and was expected 
over the area at about 1700 
Pilots, Man Your Planes!” 
The signal came over the bull horn 


to the ready room and the Marines 
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to the flight deck and into 
Dingle, Taylor and Ser- 

geant Ricks 
Clear All 

Decks! 

Start Engines 
Dingle 
n the switch, and the engine responded 
In a few minutes the pressure 


Loose Gear About the 


energized the starter, turned 


veratures were normal and he 
head to the 
in jersey standing by outside 


the 


flight officer 


Engage Rotors! 
Dingle 
applied power to the 
the RPM of the 


to desired 


rotor brake and 
slowly 


released the 
engine ; 
rotor increased until 
it was up speed and the 
two needles on the tachometer, one for 
the RPM and one for 
That 
made a last 


engine rotor 


RPM, were 


plished, the two 


married accom 
pilots 
minute check and were ready to go 
Launch Aircraft! 
As the flight officer waved his flag 
Dingle applied power; as the flag came 
pitch 
slowly 


down he pulled the collective 
and the plane rose 
nose, and took off. Dingle 


climb- 


eaded out on the agreed course 


ing up to 8000; the fighters rendez 
voused and followed 

In 20 minutes they were crossing the 
coast. It yet and 


could not be 


wasn't very light 


byects on the ground 
observed in any detail. The mountains 
ahead stood out all right and the air 
yntinued on course. No flak was 
They angled off to- 
ridge spur and followed it in- 
land They valley, 
picked a higher ridge line and proceeded 


craft 

en or reported 
ward 
crossed a large 
to where they thought May would be 
I 1 up. One 


[ hour had elapsed 
The fighters peeled off a four-plane 
level look at 


They reported they could see 


division to take a low 
the area 


no unusual activity, no panels or signs 
Dingle decided to go down and 
for himself. He 


ficinity but 


look searched 


clearings in the 
discovered nothing 

His time on station was rapidly 
would have 
Ricks called 


intercom 


running out and soon he 
to head back for the ship 
from below on the 

I think I see an orange panel down 
slope about nine o'clock.” 

Dingle made a left turn and asked 
Taylor to take a look. Taylor also 
observed an object that appeared to be 
a panel such as May might have dis- 
played. It was gully 


from an auxiliary ridge line 


situated in a 
running 
The spot had no trees but there were 
high stumps 
feet tall 
Since the slope would demand a fair- 
ly steep climb out, and the 


some of which stood six 


gully was 
permit a 180 exit in 
Dingle decided 


too narrow to 


case he couldn't climb 





to take it on a downhill pass. He 
cleared the tree line, took off a little 
started down. The wind 
was on his stern 

“Take a quick 
his companions. “I 


power, and 


look,” he yelled to 
don't like this 
worth a damn.” 

By then he was within three or four 
feet of the ground which gave him a 
little cushion but not enough. The 
RPM on the started dropping 
off slowly 

With an that had been 
drummed into him ever since his first 
flight in one of these whirlybirds he 
milked the vigorously by 
rapidly pumping it up and down in the 
vertical plane with his left hand while 
at the his left wrist turned 
on all he throttle. At 
the same time his right hand was deftly 
moving the cyclic stick which controlled 
the direction and altitude of the ‘copter 
to avoid the numerous stumps, shrubs, 
obstacles in his path. As 


rotor 


instinct 


collective 


same time 


could from the 


and other 








the RPM started to creep back to the 
norm from its low point of 1900, Dingle 
breathed a little easier. 

Then it happened 

He was thrown forward against his 
belt and shoulder harness and_ the 
‘copter was lying on its right side in 
a nice neat little ball 

The right rear had hit an 
unusually tall stump and flipped the 
‘copter into a nose down position. The 
rotor hit other obstacles and the plane 
went in. All in a matter of seconds 

Lingle’s first concern was for Ricks 
who had been in the compartment 
beneath. But Ricks had managed to 
crawl out, get around to the other 
side, and up to the left hand pilot's 
window by the copilot’s seat. There 
he helped Taylor and Dingle to extri- 
cate themselves. The three of them 
hot footed it about 50 feet upslope be- 
fore they turned to observe the wreck- 
age. 

Behind their own lines they might 
have been able to do a salvage job on 
the ‘copter; here it was out of the 
question. The situation was obvious; 
they would have to salvage all the 
gear they could, beat it back to the 
high ground, and then have the fighters 
come in and strafe to set it afire. 


wheel 





The first thing they retrieved was 
their portable radio. While Taylor and 
Ricks hauled the other valuables out 
Dingle set up the called 
Cleveland 

“I didn’t do so good,” said Ding 
“Looks like we'll need some assist from 
How do you read?” 
‘came the reply. “What 


radio and 


the other lads 

Five-by-five 
are your intentions?” 

“We'll assemble our gear and move 
up to the place where we thought we 
would find you-know-who,” said Dingle 
“As soon as we get clear of here I'll 
How about a strafe 


> 


give you a call 
job to set this beauty afir« 

“Okay!” from Bobcat. “What then?” 

“Tell Colonel Anderson to strip his 
plane down to the bone and to leave out 
The three of us will 
Did you get that?” 


I got’cha.” 


the crew chief 
be all he can carry 
“Right! 
“One more thing “For 


sake, tell him not to lose his 


said Dingle 


9s 
turns 





Who 

The Colonel!” 
‘Okay, buster 
While this was going on the 


We'll be seeing you = 
others 
were busily pulling out the canteens 
weapons, emergency rations and other 
essential items that had been carried 
along. Ricks took the small hand axe 
and smashed all the instruments, dam- 
aged th aircraft radio equipment, 
opened the gas drain valve 


erally defaced everything within swing 


and gen 


ing distance 
They divided their load into three 

equal packs and started up the draw 

When they got up to the top, Dingle 

set up the radio again and called Bob 

t 

“Bobcat! She's all yours 


up 


Ca 


Burn 


Rajahhhh!” 

The three men took advantage of the 
lull to stare mournfully down the gul 
ly to watch the show. Four Corsairs 
peeled off to strafe in column, each 
firing a couple of bursts, and each com 
ing mighty close. The third one hit a 
vital part and flames flashed up. In 
a minute the entire plane was a ball 
of fire 

For a few minutes they gazed silent 
ly at the then 


scene and turned 


their loads and resumed 


In an hour they had reached 


shouldered 
the climb 
a clearing 
A ‘copter could get in and out all 
right; the ground was nearly flat, and 
relatively free of obstacles and debris 
Then they reentered the woods about 
50 yards and chose a likely camp site 
There they rested, their 
assets, and discussed their situation 


inventoried 


“I'm not worried about the others 
coming for us,’ Dingle said. What does 
bother me is what might happen in 
the interim. That damn front is going 
to louse things up for today, I'm sure, 
and for how much longer I don't know 
We'd better make up our minds right 
now that we'll spend one night here— 
and maybe more.” 

“I hear you loud and clear,” said 
“but I don't like it. You're 
We'll have to ration our 


Taylor, 
right though 
chow and water.” 

“We've also got to decide on what 
the hell we'll do if 
closing in on us. Got any ideas?” asked 
Dingle “How about you, Ricks?” 

“Well, sir,’ said Ricks. “I'd just 
as soon stick close by this clearing 
where the 
aren't in bad 
ammo and I guess if we do what we 
were taught to do, or what the 
in the lines are doing. we ought to be 


someone starts 


other ship will come. We 
shape for weapons or 


boys 


able to take care of a squad.” 

“I'll second that,” said Taylor. “As 
far as water is concerned, it’s going to 
rain before dark. All we have to do is 
spread a poncho out on some sticks 
and we'll catch takusan.”’ 

“You both make sense to me,” Dingle 
said. “It'll be a while a plane 
Let’s build a bunk and 
then rig up a water cache as Taylor 


before 
gets back 


suggested, and stow our gear against 
the weather 
We can't let this baby get wet.” 
Meanwhile Bobcat flight had returned 
to the As soon as Cleveland 
had parked his plane up near the bow 
he was out of the cockpit and on his 


Particularly this radio 


Carrier 


way up the ladder in the island to the 
bridge. There he made a brief report 
“I don’t know all the 


“I was up too high at the time 


details,’ he 
began. 
and not being a ‘copter pilot, I don't 
know what happened but I guess Major 
Dingle lost his turns. The last thing 
he said to me was, ‘Tell Colonel Ander- 
son not to lose his.’ ” 

“How are they?” asked the admiral 

“They're all right,” said Cleveland 
‘I saw them all moving around and 
hauling gear out of the ship, and they 
said they were moving on back to the 
spot where we thought we would find 
May.” 

“What May? Any trace of 
him?” asked the captain 


about 


“No, sir. Not a sign.” 


admiral turning 


“Colonel,” said the 
to Anderson, “what do you recom- 


met 

“What's the weather like. 
asked Andie of the fighter pilot. 
you get in again?” 

Not easily,” Cleveland replied, “but 
if we waste too much time, I 
think we can get in one more run.” 

“Well, sir,” said Andie turning to the 
admiral, “I suggest we drop some sup 
They fairly 


light and weren't prepared to stay over 


Cleveland,” 
“Can 


don’t 


plies to them went in 
night.” 

“What do they need?” said the ad 
miral 

“Oh blankets, warm clothes, some 
water, a little food 
That ought to do it.” 

“We can get that, sir,” 
tain. “Won't take long at all.” 

“Sir.” continued Andie, “if you can 
launch an AD, Id like to ride in the 
a look 
Dingle can probably give me some ad 


and ponchos 


said the cap 


back seat and take myself 
vice on getting in there that Cleveland 
wouldn't savvy right off, not being a 
‘copter pilot.” 

“Can do,” said the 
have a couple on the 

In the next half hour things moved 
fast aboard CV-169. Activity centered 
manufacture of 


captain. ‘We 
hangar deck.” 


around the several 


“bombs” to contain necessities for the 
stranded Marines. There were a few 
air delivery type containers on board 
which could be jury-rigged to the bomb 
Ponchos were no 
food. The water 


problem was solved when an even four 


racks of the planes 


problem nor was the 
dozen standard canteens were donated 
by the crew 

Four fitted on wing 
racks, two each to two Corsairs. The 


bombs” were 


ship was still at flight quarters so it 
didn’t take long to man the planes and 
launch. The weather was bad and get- 
ting worse Fortunately Cleveland 
knew the terrain thoroughly. Rather 
than try to lead a large size formation 
in under those conditions, he decided to 
take only two fighters and the one AD 
The remainder were ordered to stand 
by over the ship 
Dingle heard the 
around overhead and quickly set up his 
radio and established contact. Cleve 
land briefed him to deploy his troops 
to receive an air drop and to contact 


planes milling 


the colonel to pass on any special in- 
structions for the pickup which would 
have to be delayed until the follow 
ing day 

“Bobcat Charlie, this is Glowworm 
Over.” 

“Go ahead 
five-by -five 

“Good to have 
Dingle. This clearing looks big enough 
but I don’t advise landing. Try to get 
ladder (continued on page 70) 
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Glowworm. I hear you 
replied Andie 
you aboard,” said 


a rope 








Flying Tigers were once vicious fighters; 


now they’re fairly tame transport pilots 


by MSgt. Steven Marcus Photos by TSgt. Charles B. Tyler 


S actimash Die CBolace Leatherneck Staff Photographer 
and Flying Tiger Line 


Mechanics work around the clock in the Flying Tigers’ hangar at 
Burbank, California to keep the fleet of Tiger Line planes airborne 


S CHRISTMAS SEASON, 1941 approached, Americans grimly 

A prepared for a new war to be fought on many fronts. A sur- 

prise Japanese attack had left Pearl Harbor in smouldering 

ruins; Americans were dying in the jungles of the Philippines; and a hand- 

ful of Marines on tiny Wake Island were finally overwhelmed after a 

heroic 16-day defense of the island. The prospects for the Yule season 
were grim 


But on December 19, from a tiny spot halfway around the globe, came 
a glimmer of encouragement. Newspaper stories carried the news that the 
Flying Tigers had met 10 Japanese bombers in the skies over Kunming, 
China, and, without sustaining a single loss, had sent six of the enemy 
craft crashing into the ground. 

On Christmas Day, there was more news. The Japanese had suffered 





another astounding air defeat at Ran 
Again the Flying Tigers had 
flown to Japanese bombers 
And 


American wat 
4 


goon 
meet the 
and fighter escorts when th 
shooting was over an 
correspondent, Leland Stowe 
that the Tigers had brought down a 
least 28 enemy planes, without the loss 
of a single Tiger pilot. Now, the new: 


magazines and radio told 


re porte 


+ 


papers 
retold the story of the fabulous Flying 
Tigers 

Who were the Tigers? They were 
group of American flyer 
trained in the U.S 
Army, Navy and Marines, and com 
manded by a former retired Air Force 
officer, Claire L. Chennault. The story 
of the Flying Tigers really began in 
1937. The with their “un 
i Manchuria 


declared 
steadily moving toward the 


volunteer 


and ground crews 


Japanese 
war” had seized 
and were 
engulfment of all China 


Chinese air force was demoralized, on 
] 


A ramshack!l 


the verge of collapse, and in dire ne 
Chiang Kai-shek 


and through 


of a competent leader 
set out to find “the man,’ 
recommendations, in the unlikely spot 
of Waterproof, La. he found him. Sub 
sequent history proved that the Gen 
made a wise choice 
Claire Chen 
Force be 
partial deafness,. was 
His theories for the 
ent of pursuit aircraft—like those of 
General “Billy” Mitchell 
were far in advance of the times. But 
fliers 
modern fighting planes and an efficient 


eralissimo had 

Forty-seven-year-old 
nault, retired from the Air 
cause o! 
dreamer employ 
his friend 


his dreams of expert combat 
ground organization were not to ma 


When Chen 
found that 


terialize for several years 

nault arrived in China he 
he had inherited a so-so group of pilots 
a few planes and even fewer dollars to 
force. He 


when 


improve his aerial defens« 
struggled along until March, 1941 
President Roosevelt announced a pro 
all-out China. On 


P-40's wert 


aid to 
Wright 
consigned to Chennault, now a briga 
dier general in the Chinese 
left immediately for the U.S. to line 
And 


American Government 


gram of 
hundred Curtiss 
army. He 
up pilots for his new planes 
a sympathetic 
made his task easy 
In the ensuing 
Army, 
Behind closed doors he spok« 


months, Chennault 


visited Navy and Marine air 
stations 
to the 


adventure and 


top young pilots, offering them 
hardship, danger and 
glory—membership in the American 
Volunteer Group, which would operat: 
as a member of the Chinese Air Forc« 
from its Burma and 


All men who joined would be 


own bases in 
China 
given a one-year contract and the as 
that they could return to the 
service of their choice without loss of 
rank. All would retain their United 
States citizenship, and in the event the 


surance 


Captain Thomas C. Haywood, the Senior Acting Captain of the line, 
enjoyed showing Miss Flying Tiger around the pilots’ compartment 


United States should be involved in 


war, they weve given the privilege of 


resigning at once Chennault’s offer 


fired most of the young pilots, and he 
had no trouble enlisting 90, along with 
150 mechanics and technicians 

The name, Flying Tigers, was sug 
gested by Erikson Shilling, a pilot from 
Washington, D. C. Shilling recalled 
that the Japanese, a people of fishing 
fleets and developed a 
wholesale fear of With the 
Chennault, the outfit 
mouth and 


navies, had 
sharks 
permission of 
painted the red flashing 
teeth of the tiger shark on the noses of 
the P-40's. Soon, through the length 
and breadth of the Orient, the AVG 
were known only as the Flying Tigers 
The American Volunteer Group op- 
erated in China from December, 1941, 


to July of the fcllowing year. The rec 
ord amassed by these American pilots 
stands even today as one of the most 
amazing achievements of modern day 
The Group is officially 
286 Japanese 
mark 


aerial combat 


credited with aircraft, 
with the unofficial 
total of more than 500 


figure the Tigers lost 12 pilots in action 


reaching a 
Against this 
against the and two on the 
ground as a result of enemy bombings. 
All of China 
Group 

With the termination of the 
tracts and the end of the Flying Tigers, 
many of the pilots returned to the U.S 
for service with the Army, Navy and 
Marines; signed with Pan- 
American or the China National Avia 

transports 
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enemy, 
fighting idolized the 


con- 


others 


tion Corporation, ferrying 





When carrying large shipments 
the planes’ cabins 
into wooden stalls 


of livestock 


are divided 


John Ferlazzo 
Marshall, 
in the 








and James T. 


carpenters, 
Marines 


served 


during WWII 


All pilots must take their turn 


at the Link Trainer. 


McClanahan 


is 


the 


Miss Ina 
instructor 


TIGER TALE (cont.) 


between India and China. The Marines 
who had served with the Flying Tigers 
had several returned 
to the ail uniforms as 
Gregory “Pappy” 
with six planes 


served well, and 


war in other 
soon as 
Boyington, credited 
while with the AVG, returned to the 
Marine Corps to Medal of 
Honor k up 28 confirmed Jap- 
anese kills 

“Link L returned to. the 
Corps and remained as a career avia 
is stationed at the Marine 
Miami, Fla. Charles N 
Older, with 10% kills in China and 
Burma, and Thomas Haywood, credited 
514 Zeros, and today the senior 
captain with the Flying Tigers 
Air Lines, were two other outstanding 
Marine pilots of the AVG 

But the 
Volunteer 


possible 


win the 


aughlin 


tor; today he 


Air Station 


with 
flying 


American 
awesome 
insignia destined 
to end the Flying Tigers—for all pur- 
poses and intent. The long evening bull 
when Chennault’s pilots wove 
after the 
and starting an air-line were for- 
But not by Bob Pres- 


disbanding of the 
Group, with its 


tiger shark was not 


sessions 
dreams of getting together 
war 
gotten by many 
cott 

When the AVG 
remained in China, ferrying transports 
Hump” for the China Na- 
Corporation. Flying 
over the world’s most hazardous air 
route, 32-year-old Bob Prescott picked 
up wide experience in air freight opera- 
tion. And he wanted to get home some 
day and put that experience to peace- 


disbanded, Prescott 
over the 


tional Aviation 


time use. Prescott got his chance sooner 
than he expected 
In 1944 


wedding 


home for a vacation and his 
Prescott talked the air freight 
who would listen. Final- 
ly, his words fell on receptive ears. A 
businessmen 


idea to anyone 
group of Los Angeles 
amount of 
scott could raise to start an 
States. Bob Pres- 
‘ott never returned to his job in China 
His dream 
but there 
and it wasn't 

Raising a 


rugged task 


agreed to match whatever 


money Pre 


air freight line in the 


was approaching reality, 


was plenty of work ahead— 


going to be easy 


large sum of money is a 


but Prescott knew where to 


1 


turn; he knew 


the success of an 


believed in 
and 


people who 
air freight line 
would be willing to gamble on it. He 
called together 11 of the former Flying 
Tiger pilots and laid the plan on the 
line. The following week he called on 
the businessmen, but with 
a little authority. His Flying Tiger 
partners had totaled $113,000; the busi- 
ness group, headed by Samuel B. 
Mosher, a Los Angeles oil magnate, 
put up a like amount. The Flying 
Tigers Line was in business. 


this time 


in the 
airplanes, 


The 
of an 
Tigers lost no time 
They invested most of their capital in 
14 twin-engine war surplus Conestoga 
cargo planes, offered for sale at Au 


prime requisite operation 
and the 


in acquiring some 


airline is 


gusta, Ga. Prescott was elected presi 
dent of the corporation, and headquar 
ters were set up at the Municipal Air 
Long Beach, Calif. There 
cash left after the purchase of 
that only one was flown 
Coast The 


grounded 


port at was 
so little 
the Conestogas 
to the West 


planes were left 


remaining 
in Augusta 
until money could be raised to finance 
the necessary gasoline 

Meanwhile, the Flying Tiger Line 
nation-wide publicity 
The first air freight line in the U.S 
coupled with the fact that the person 
nel were all veterans and former mem 
bers of the famed Flying Tigers had 
provided good newspaper stories. Let 
ters of congratulation poured in, along 
with 
ranging from pilots to hangar sweepers 
Business, however, remained at the zero 
mark. Prescott had set up an office at 
the Long Beach hangar. The type- 
writer borrowed, and his wife 
served as secretary, office staff, and 
jack of all trades—at no salary. For 
weeks he combed the industrial dis- 
tricts of Los Angeles looking for cargo, 
but it was the old story. “Air 
freight is a great idea,”’ said the cau- 
tious manufacturers, “but it’s not quite 
the thing for us.” 

Back at the Long Beach Airport, the 
one plane of the Flying Tiger Line 
gathered dust, and whenever the party 
line telephone rang, it was inevitably 
a creditor politely inquiring about his 
Bills were piling up, the re- 
mainder of the planes still in 
Georgia, Prescott and company 
were beginning to think that maybe 
their dream would turn into a night 
mare. But a telephone call one dreary 
afternoon changed the entire picture 
On the other end of the line was Ralph 
Myers, one of the West Coast's biggest 
produce shippers. “Can you carry two 
planeloads of fresh grapes to Atlanta 
Georgia tomorrow?” he in 
quired 

Prescott’s hand was shaking, but he 
keep his voice business 
like “I'll have to check the flight 
charts,” he countered, and riffled a 
stack of bills in front of the telephone 
mouthpiece before replying. ‘I'm sorry, 
we only have one plane available 
tomorrow, but we can schedule that 
for your shipment.” 

“That's good,” said Myers. 
you in the morning.” 

The first payload of the Flying Tiger 
Line, four tons of California grapes, 
was the turning point. From then on 
things really happened fast. When the 


was receiving 


hundreds of requests for 


jobs 


was 


Same 


money 


were 
and 


sometime 


managed to 


“Tl see 
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Aircraft modification foreman, J. Dewey, The Flying Tigers have changed considerably since 1944 
served at the ‘Canal with the First Wing when the line had only one plane and no future prospects 


Atlanta, the poetic istor) ‘ cars 3 by becoming promotion is almost at a 


grocer advertised, “By special the youngest corporation to successfully 


plane they come to you, still fresh with I a 214 million dollar stock issu 


former transport pilots are ac 
California dew.”” At 43 cents per pound In 1949, the Civil Aeronautics Board cepted by the Tigers, with the majority 

three times the price of the local awarded the Tiger Line U.S. Air Freight zraduates of the Armed Forces, and 
product—every grape was sold by it +100, enabling the company about 20 percent coming from the Ma 
noon, and the grocer was wild on th to expan its transcontinental service 


rps. Although they have had 
for more air-borne grapes m ix to 20, double its ormer training along the transport 

In Atlanta, Prescott needed a return freight schedules, and operate six daily 1 new pilots have much to unlearn 
load. He learned that families moving anscontinental flights fore they can be of value to the 
from New York to California were hav The 339 pilots who are employed by Tigers. They are taught that they not 
ing trouble getting fast transportation he Tiger Line are among the best in only work for the 
for their household goods. A quick the business, according to the pilot the 
lephone call to a New York shipper training chief, Rex A. Bartlett. Bartlett line and every dollar saved is to their 
with the promise of overnight delivery a form Marine pilot, has applied advant 
gave him a cargo. Next day, Prescott In the 


company, but are 
r any; that each gallon of gas 
‘ 
ape 

Tiger hangars, mechanics work 
on an around-the-clock schedule. Con 
tracts with the Air Force, independent 


flying west with the furniture of 


families including refrigerators 


chairs, and a live canary 


When he arrived at the Long Beach . a backlog of work which keeps the en 


operators and overseas airlines provide 


Airport, aft unloading the furnitur t 


tire staff busy on the job. Head man 
Prescott found several telephone me ‘ f the Overhaul and Modification Sec 


former Marine Corps aviation 


ages from Myers, the produce shippet n 
I need planes,’ Myers stormed. “Every ~ n ni ohn L 
t . 


Dewey. Dewey and 
grocer in the country is yelling for fresh were recently handed a new 
and a challenge The Flying 


Line will co-sponsor an around 


fruit. I can use all the planes you 
i 


That night pilots were flown to 


he-world flight attempt by Dianna 
to pick up a group of the idl 3ixby, a former Flying Tiger Line pilot 
Conestogas Two days lat ing much of his Marine Corps experience English Mosquito light bomber has 
Tiger cargo planes flew the in setting up a rigid training schedule been brought to the Tiger hangars, and 
th America—and they've be for new pilots. “I teach them that there 


is being rebuilt from the ground up 
it ever since are thre 


ways to do things,” Bartlett Dewey's crew have replaced everything 
Today, the Flying Tiger Line is g ; right way, the 
vorld’s largest carrier of air cargo. The id th ing Tiger 


fleet of 


wrong way but the actual air frame, installed pres 
way.” No pilot surization equipment, and are leaving 
Conestogas has long. sin ept » the Tigers unless they no stone unturned to ensure the success 
given way to C-46’'s, C-54's ; f é at iS a potential captain of the flight 
DC-6A Liftmaster. Additional DC-6A Many pilots have come to the Tiger And for former Marines, the Flying 
sting one million dollars each with Line from other and larger companies Tigers make it a small world. One of 
of the possibility that they Dewey's buddies, Ted A. Czakowski 
become “career co-pilots.” The who served with him in the same 
rapid expansion of the Tigers has en squadron of the First Marine Aircraft 
offices, a short distance ym abled most pilots to jump to captain Wing in World War II, joined the Fly 
the Tiger hangars at the Lockheed Air in from three five 
Terminal. The company made financia of event on some of the larger, sedate discharges. Now (continued on page 77 ) 


freight capacity of 30.000 pounds, a becaust 
ym order. A new two-story air cx hi might 

tioned buil houses the 
general 


years, an unheard ing Tigers along with Dewey after their 
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AVIATION U 


by TSgt. Robert A. Suhosky 
Leatherneck Staff W riter 


GCA campus is Olathe NAS. 
Instructor George Meshke (r) 
checked Cpl. William Gleason's 
handling of an ncoming target 


i 
Embryo aviation engine mechs 
earn theory of five-event cycle 
from TSgt. William Houghton 
n “Class A’’ school at Memphis 


At Memphis, structural mechs 
learn proper use of resources 
available for patching planes: 
fabrics, wood, paint—and metal 
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Photos by 
MSgt. H. B. Wells 


Leatherneck Staff Photographer 


ONSIDERABLE KNOW- 
how i juired to fly to 
but pilots 

ilined wind 

also takes 

licians to send them 

them home. In early 

ground crewmen 

on the job 

ago, when all-out war 
uundreds of thousands of 
upport personnel almost 
Naval Air Technical 
nand was established to 

1 qualified mechanics and 
Today, it’s the Navy and 


Marine Corps’ foremost university for 


en behind the man in the cockpit 
of the NATTC is at 
Tennessee, where Chief of 
Air Technical Training, Rear 
al W. G. Switzer, sits at the hub 
iant wheel whose spokes reach 
cksonville and Pensacola in 
Norman, Oklahoma; Olathe 
Glenview, Illinois, and Lake 
New Jersey. There are schools at 
these pl aces 


Memphis has the largest number of 
hools, also the largest contingent of 


Marine students. More than 1700 are 


studying subjects rang 


TAD thers 

and structural mechan 

One four-week course 

structor Training School—gives 

teachers a working knowl 

ic principles of getting 

to the students Be 

iculum stresses that how 

is taught is as important as 

what is taught, Memphians have tabbed 
it the “Charm School.’ 

Marine trainees at this Dixie base 
are attached to the Marine Aviation 
Detachment while learning the three 
Rs of aircraft maintenance. While Ma 
rines in Aviation Electronics Technician 
School (Class A) might strain their 


brains for 28 weeks on slide rule ma 


nipulations or troubleshoot complex 
electronic circuits, the paperwork neces 
sary to maintain their service record 
books is handled by the detachment 
To Lieutenant Colonel Maurice W 
Fletcher, detachment CO—and a pilot 
the outfit’s mission is more than keep 
ing SRBs up to date; it’s guiding Ma 
rine students through to graduation 
The schools are no snap, and satis 
factory grades must be maintained. The 
advanced Aviation Electronics Tech 
nician School (Class B) is a grueling 
44 weeks grind which veteran instruc 
tors rate equivalent to two years at 
MIT. You don't pass by daydreaming 
or fretting about personal problems; 
nor can you afford to scoot up to the 
detachment office during class time 
School begins at 0730 Detachment 
offices open for business at 0830. When 
school’s out, students have enough 
time to square away company prob 
lems. Detachment administrative per 
sonnel fall out for two hours of mili 
tary drill each week. Master training 
schedules don't allow time for military 
instruction; they demand eight hours 
per day from students who march to 
and from school in lieu of weekly troop 
and stomp. When grades start slipping 
however, the embryo aviationist is on 
the carpet. Students’ marks usually rise 
after a chat with detachment heads 
Liaison between detachment, student 
instructor and training officer is the 
duty of a handful of Marine six 
Senior Ser 
geants.”” There is a Senior Sergeant in 
each school attended by Marines, an 
old timer who can handle men with a 
minimum of effort and get a maximum 
result. And they're masters of the sub 
ject taught at the school where they've 
been assigned. Master Sergeant Anthony 
Vasiliauskas, top Marine at the Avia 
tion Structural Mechanic School (Class 
A). switched from line duty to patching 
Master 


stripers designated as 


planes almost 20 years ago 





From a classroom, Pfcs John Bright and George 
Chesser talk to instructor Gerald Jacobson in F7U-| 


Sergeant Guy H. Swindle. Senior Ser 
geant at the Aviation Electronics Tech 
School (Class A) 
plugs his pet subject, claims “It’s al 


nician continually 
most impossible to take a plane off the 
ground without a knowledge of elec 
tronics 

Although there are 
Memphis—machinists 


two other largs 
sized schools at 
nech—electronics at 
share of Marines. It 
highest GCT—115 
twice as long as 
Although it 
is a basic course (in Navy lingo, basic 


designated “Class A” and 


and _ structural 
tracts a heavy 

also demands the 
and runs 28 weeks 


the aforementioned two 


schools are 
advanced courses, “Class B"’) students 
get a full treatment, learn International 
Morse code 


fundamentals 


electronic and transmitter 
communication systems 
elementary radar electronics and opera 
maintenance and flight opera 
objects to the two 
weeks spent operating elec$fronic gear in 
actual flight. On pay day they draw 
“Flight Pay.” colloquial for the coveted 
Extra Hazardous Duty stipends 
Advanced 
(Class B) is perhaps one of the stiffest 


tional 
tions No one 


training in_ electronics 
schools in the service. The course is 
restricted to 6619 MOSs and 
preferred students, but 
exceptions are made. Homework keeps 
Staff Sergeant Ray Spillane (everyon: 
calls him “Mickey”) close to the bar 
Memphis liberty 
Spillane is an exception to the top pay 


master 


sergeants are 


racks, oblivious to 
though, and instructors rate 
him a better-than-average student 
When a “B” school graduate returns 
to his home base, he’s got $4,142.79 of 
fresh education packed neatly 
his mind. 

More rudimentary than an electronic 
technician is the aviation machinists 
mate field. As every boot learns the 
penalty for mistaking a rifle for a gun 
greasemonkeys quickly learn that air 


grade rule, 


inside 


a. i 
he ~ b: a 


Fast 


detail 


planes have engines, not motors 


spieling instructors manage to 
the theory of reciprocating engines with 
the aid of cutaway models in class 
rooms but trainees spend considerable 
time securing bolts with safety wiring 
they get to the of the 
course — dissecting and reassembling 
Pratt-Whitney R-2800 engines. As the 


course progresses from phase to phase, 


before meat 


engines and aircraft are varied 


A mech’s job must be thorough. A 


pilot’s life depends on it. A_ special 
line of planes is reserved for students 
ground checks of aircraft in 
“Shook” is the 


first time 


to make 
preparation for flight 
mech’s usual description the 
he _ kicks 
thundering roar of the 
the cockpit. Other steps in the course 
check out mechs in ignition, fuel, oil 
carburetion and propeller systems. Jet 
While it 


is easily misconstrued, jet theory is less 


over a live plane and the 


engine shatters 


engines are served for dessert 


complicated than that of conventional 
aircraft engines. There are less moving 
parts But 


thrust and propulsion for the 


basic physics simplifies 
layman 
mechanic's grasp 
High-powered electronics equipment 
and the 


leave solid ground, however, without a 


finest engine produced won't 


fuselage and wings. Structural mechs 
see that planes have the exact amount 
“skin” 


planes 


of struts, longerons and surface 
to get off the deck. Combat 
often return from missions riddled by 
flak and/or bullets. Student 
benders” learn proper use of the re- 
sources available for patching planes 
Plastics, fabrics, rubber, wood, paints 
and dopes—and metal—can put a plane 
back in the fight. 


Pilots who defy gravity admittedly 
have a huge responsibility. There are 
times, though, when they can’t get back 
to earth unaided. Then the 


“metal 


confidence 


> a 


During the 26th week of the course, basic aviation 
electronic students learn how to keep a radio log. 


they must have to fly is relegated to a 
man ing in a blacked-out trailer on 


the edg an airstrip—a Ground Con 
trolled Approach operator 

The men who assume this respon 
sibility of bringing the pigeons home to 
their Olathe 


Kansas. It’s a touchy proposition to 


roost learn trade at 


huddle beside a runway, peer into radar 


scopes and land a small plane which 


is unable to find a sprawling airfield 


They've got to know their aircraft 


weather, radio principles and ranges 


and always be on the beam. GCA 
works at the speed of light 

Initial part of the eight-week course 
is spent on procedure, communications 
regulations. Phraseology is 

GCA ops don't wear Navy 
a target (airplane) is 
they're flying 


control. An operator who 


and air 
important 
wings, but once 
under their jurisdiction 
by remote 
relays the wrong information to a pilot 
can direct a plane smack into a hangar 

During the field phases of the course 
six planes furnish practical experience 
for the 


scopes are guided to the edge 


students. “Pick-ups” on the 
of the 
runway, but during practice runs pilots 
have visual control and can avoid any 
mishaps which could result from bum 
information. Prospective operators ar 
graded on each approach. A poor ap 
proach earns the trainee an “uncle” 
a very unsatisfactory score. Too many 
of these relatives can wash out a man 
There is no runway for error 

Modern aviation advances, perhaps 
faster than any other industry in the 
nation Today's aircraft are some 
times outmoded before they can be put 
into mass production. Aviation U's 
more than three dozen schools are busy 
fulfilling a mission which provides the 
knowledge and _ skill which enables 
aviation technicians to maintain pace 
with the 
flying genius 


rapid development of man’s 
END 
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“Operations? I'd like to speak to someone about these 
icopter maneuvers!" 























"I hate to discourage the prisoners doing 
constructive work during their free time, but ss 


Leatherneck Magazine 





“Not THAT switch, you idiot!” 























n, when the engine starts, leggo 
of the prop! 





"Watch this one—right onto the Colonel's desk!" 











" < 


-Leatherneck Magazine 


\ 








Next time BuAir says they 
have surplus gear...” 


never get us here!" 
thy they have to start those engines every day 


when we go out for lunch!” , 
4 
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The last phase of seat ejector 
training includes the experience 
of traveling 64 feet a second 


by MSgt. Steven Marcus 


Leatherneck Staff Writer 


Bailing out of a supersonic jet isn’t just 


a matter of rolling over the side. A pilot 


must clear the aircraft and clear it fast 


Photos by 


Sgt. Charles Tyler 


Leatherneck Staff Photographer 


SHOT TWO 
week Staff 
Harry L 


to check my records for 


colonels this 

Sergeant 
Davis told us 
“but I'd have 
the number of majors. I shoot so many 
of them I've lost track.’ 

But Davis isn't a cold-blooded killer: 
Marine Corps 
shoots flying personnel in the 


in his unique assign 
ment, he 
hope that it may some day save their 
He's a Training Aids Chief at the 
Santa Ana, Calif 
4000-pound 


lives 
El Toro Air Station 
and his training aid is a 
conglomeration of metal and steel gird 
ers, closely resembling a Rube Goldberg 
creation. The two-ton mockup 1s a 
ground-locked duplication of the pro 
jectile-propelled seat ejection apparatus 
installed in today’s high-speed aircraft, 
complete in every detail, even to the 
eat which can be propelled up a geared 
track with a force of more than eight 
times the pull of gravity 

officially en 


Device 


The life-saving trainer 
titled “Seat Ejector 
6-EQ2A” by the 
of the 
the obstacles created by man’s never- 


Trainer 
Navy, is another ex- 


ample triumph of science over 
ending search toward supersonic flight 
From the early 
through World War II, it was a simple 
matter for a pilot to leave a disabled 
aircraft; he pulled the canopy back and 
bailed out. But present day advance- 
ments in air design and the subsequent 
increase in aircraft speeds have created 


days of aviation 


a new problem. As air speed increased 


pilots found the task of bailing out 
difficult 
built up outside the 
With the 


models, the 


because of the air pressure 
speeding aircraft 
advent of the earlier jet 
factor of pilot safety sank 
to a new, unhealthy low 

At the new, fast 


locked in their cockpits by the outside 


speeds, pilots are 


pressure like the crew in a submarine 
Since the U. S. has never advocated the 
expendability of pilots, a group of top 
aviation engineers was assigned the 
task of method for the 
mechanical ejection of pilots from ai 


devising a 


craft in the event of emergency 


Early experiments in seat ejection 
powered by springs and other mechan 
unsatisfactory. A 


method of sep 


ical devices proved 
controlled, dependable 
arating a pilot from his no-longer-us¢ 
ful aircraft began to evolve when 
the lab boys tried putting an explosive 
under the seat. Tests showed 


120-grain, 37-mm 


charge 
that a 
would provide an ideal power plant for 
lifting a pilot and his seat out of a 
plane and tossing them high enough so 
there would be no danger on the way 
down of colliding with the abandoned 
aircraft. 

Today's seat ejector is a simple fool- 
proof, last ditch safety measure for the 
aerial jockeys. When a pilot has made 
the decision to bail out, he opens the 
canopy and makes the necessary ad- 


projectile 











matter of seconds. T 


from tl 


justments in a 


begin his accelerated exit 
he reaches up and pulls a nylon 


The cur 
it prevent 


plane 


curtain down over his face 


tain serves a dual purpose; 
to the 


tremendous 


damage skin and facial featur 
the 


curtain 


wind blast, and 
the 


fires the 


from 


as the reaches final dow: 
ward position, it 
jectile In a 


pilot 


ejection pri 


‘ 


few one-hundredths of 


] ' 
Cita! 


blu 


seat are 
the 


second 


second, a and his 


of the plane—alone in wild 


Within 
a pilot has been thrown 64 


yonder after firing 


the 


one 
ejector 
feet aircraft, and according 
Sir Newton 

32 feet during the next 
the 


forward 


above his 


to the principles of Isaac 


he will fall only 


second. Since abandoned aircraft 


+ 


mtinues its impetus, 1t 


possible for a falling pilot to 
with the As a 
the the 


tactor 
livered over such a brief period of tims 


plane further 


force of ejector 1S 
that a pilot does not black out or los 
the 
ness during the 
But 
and installed in aircraft 
Pilots by nature 
untrusting lot 
failed to 


conhdence 


even slightest degree of conscious 


process 
the 


with seat ejector perfected 
a new problem 
appeared are a sus 
picious Lectures 


training films instill 
and faith in 


The only 


the-job 


pilots adequate 


the new life-saving device 
solution an on 
and the Navy 


Working 


asonable was 


type of training set out 


that 


+ 


ec do just models of 


the were built and installed 


Philadelphia North 
additional mockups wert 


Seat ejector 


at Pensacola and 
Later 
installed at 


All 


aircratt 


Island 


rected and other aviation 


installations pilots who wer 


hecked out on equipped wit! 


the seat jector mechanisms, are now 


required to attend ejector classroom 


and take a yearly ride in the 


Other 
display 


sessions 


mockup pilots and crewmer 


who an interest in the seat 


welcomed to the classes and 


When the British Commandant visited EI 
Toro, he inspected the ejector mock-up 


take their turn for a fast trip into space 
on the simulated ejector 
The task of Sgt 


his addition to 


Davis and 


furnishing 


major 
crew—in 
pilots an actual ride on the mechanism 
the 
all human beings for 
First the 
a classroom session with a brief indoc 
talk the Naval Medical 
Corps representative, Lieutenant (jg) 
Roger G Service 
with the Korea 


is to eliminate fear which is in 


herent in things 


unknown step in process is 


by 


trination 


veteran of 
Wing in 


Ireland, a 
First Air 


Ireland covers all 


the 


resorting 


Doc medical 


aspects 


the 
involved in ejector 


Without 
labled medical terms, he 


ope fa 


+ 


tion to multi-syl 


points out the 
fallacies of blackouts, spinal injuries 
other 


the 


premature baldness and a dozen 


non-existent maladies attributed to 
jyector 
The 
carried out by Set 
the 
seat operation enables the class to pick 
up the 
the ejection 


on 


remainder of the indoor program 


Davis. A working 


mockup of canopy removal and 


fine points of preparation for 
Major emphasis is placed 
body injury may result 
if the 
the pilot is hurled from the 

The 
the group 


to the 


position; 


limbs are wrongly positioned as 
plane 

climax of the training 
the 


eyector 


comes as 


moves from classroom 


site of the seat trainer 


instruction from Sta 


the Because of the 


gical value—and to illustrate 


street psy 
that 
lassroom theories apply in actual 
first strapped into 
for the flight 
than Doc Ireland. As the 
the cockpit, Lt 


i keeps up a running commentary 


ce—the man 


trainer accelerated 


other 


traps him into 


action of the ejector, interrupted 


riefly when he pulls the curtain 


shot up the track of the trainer 


minute he is back on the 
the 


momentary 


than a 


continuing lecture with 


gard for the diver 


the 


crew 


work starts for Davis 


Each 


into 


real 
student must be 
the cockpit and 
positioned before 


signal to pull the 


strapped 
ly correctly 
the 
two-tenths of a 
the 


its 


him 
the 
Between “flights” 
reloaded 


66-grain, 37 


xiVES 
for S¢ cond 
trainer 
with short 
mm. projectile 
however 
120 


was set 


actual flight operation 
shell full 

the eje trainer 

» in April, 1952, it 


a steady schedule 


an 
carries a grains 
ctor up 
has been 
Set 
per 
at the 


pilots 


as averaged 20 students 


almost 18 months, and 
1400 
successfully 


And 


colorful 


this writing and 
mastered 
the 


signed 


have 


ector process each of 


now carry a card 

Davis—attesting to their member 

in the Order of Military Instanta 
Acceleration Society 


Davis and his crew 


ship 
neous 
Set lavish loving 


hours of cleaning and 
the 


worries 


and long 
two 


If he 


found 


enance on ton trainer 


et he came to work 
the 


site 


morning and trainer 


outdoor he'd 
the hill 
should Davis worry if the 
Oh, we 


charged 


missing from its 


probat ly go 


Why 


over nearest 
train 
to disappear forgot 
yu. He's 


with it 


END 


out 


Prior to the actual ejection in the mock-up, pilots receive 


Sergeant Harry L. Davis, NCOinC 





THE BIG RAP 


by Frank Scott York 


Talbot’s outfit was as strong as a chain; it 


was hard to believe that it had a weak link 


PLACED the 


+} 


HE DOCTOR 


desk wi 


] 


and = looked 


him 
the EKG 
week show 


You sa 


exertion 

an active lif 

hape otherwise 

powerful shoul 

waist But no 
tooping 


it any plainer 


hope 


sharply but tl 


the pencil 


yme back when tl 
low It's all up t 
You need complet 
month. Is there any 
f you at home 
atured man smiled 
nodded. “You might 
big family 
ands and he wondered 
pink the doctor's hand 
IW old are you dox 


doctor said 


kled Just 


folded the 

a moment in 
o small pieces 
into the 

the hotel 

an clothes 
since he'd 


ort jacket 


nt, staring 
length door 

ns, hash 
neat ribbons 
ckery now, and 
saw he 


himself harsh 
enough 


were cuts 
when the pains 
chest got bad 
something like this 


Not f long 


can duck the 


t 


time you 
Ww anyway 
ap and tightened 
ld scarf ursing the 
ers. When the out 
eek, you'll be wav 
n the docks. That's it 
ised to the idea No 
roopships and long sea 
You've had it 


with sudden, sharp 
ther troopships and 

places Shanghai 
ellow, sleepy rivers 
Philippines and Japan 
other names 


Marshalls 


old days 
had followed: the 
ind a fiery, savage little place called 
Iwo. Korea as What more 
ould a man do in twenty years? Ex 
thirty 
loved the life and wasn't 
With all 


misery and yes, the 


Solomons 
a windup 


cept wish like hell it could be 


because he 


ashamed of having loved it 
the sweat, the 


Gy 


ing, it had filled him and made him 


satisfied with the knowledge a man 
acquires from doing the work that was 
meant for him. Probably that pudgy 
little doc felt the 
We're 


thought 


same way about his 
both 
smiling And 


profession professional 
men, Talbot 
mine is as important as his 

For a moment he regretted having 
had to lie to the 


picked up his room key and 


doctor, but then he 
shrugged 
started for the door. In a way 
had been doing 


may be 
a far-fetched way, he 
construction work all these years. Con 
structing men out of boys and helping 
them grow into the best damn infantry 
men in the world 

To Sergeant Talbot 


professional man more 


there was no 
important than 
a good infantryman 

All the way back to San Diego he 
thought of what he 
reached the base he had dk 


should do, and 
when he 
cided to do nothing at all. He 
last beat-up troopship 
bluff it out and 


would 
be on this one 
Somehow he would 
California was a low, rolling 
horizon he would face the 
problems one by one He 
see home again, but when the old man 
with the 
the shoulder, at least he'd 
outfit and with his boys. He 
afraid and he didn’t have to tell him 
Death was an old neigh 


when 
haze on the 
might never 


fingers touched him on 
be with his 


bony 
wasn't 


self he wasn't 
bor for whom he had a careless, not 
unfriendly contempt 

He didn't spare 
last week. He stayed close to the com 
pany and his voice was as hard and 
firm as ever, on and off the drill field 
He hadn't been an office topkick before 
and he wou'dn't be one now 

You're running them ragged,’ Cap 
tain Vance told him one afternoon 
“With all the work details coming up 
why not ease up a bit?" There was no 
rebuke; they were old friends and the 
trust between them was drop-steel 

He flicked sweat from his forehead 
blous« 


himself during the 


and pulled the sticky dungaree 








from his chest. “Still rough around the 
edges,” he said quietly. “Maybe they 
ain't headin’ for anything, Captain, then 
maybe they are. Clark and Hannibal 
had rocks in the bore two days running 
now and Schertzer still don't know a 
BAR firing pin from a hypodermi 
needle.” 

“Well, " the Captain shrugged, 
know best. But you also know they're 
a fine bunch. We've sweated them hard 
and they'll take what comes.” 

“I'm not complaining,” Talbo 
growled. “Long as they get their cokes 
and candy bars they'll do as good as 
any before them.” 

The captain started to laugh, then 
caught Talbot's elbow as the big man 
weaved and held onto the desk. “What's 
this, are you sick, Bill? Your color 
lousy.” 

Talbot straightened, breathing caré« 
fully and managed a grin. “The sun 
is hot, and I passed up seconds on 
noon chow. I'm okay, Captain.” 

“You've been pushing hard all week 
Anything wrong, Bill?” 

“With me?” He snorted and pulled 
himself up straight “Hell, Captain 
nothing's ever wrong with me.” 

Captain Talbot paused in the door 
his eyes searching. “If you say so, Bill 
I'd say you were as near to being in- 
dispensable as any one man could be 
but I hope you'll leave behind what 


ever's bothering you. A woman may 


be? 


He laughed with relief. “No sir, not 
a woman. A little sunstroke maybe.” 

The captain nodded thoughtfully and 
left. Through the window he watched 
the officer crossing the parade grounds 
A great guy, he thought warmly. A 
great guy and I'll never let him 
down 

The night before boarding ship his 
big body was wracked and crawling 
with pain and weariness. It hadn't been 
easy but seabags were at the pier and 
inspection had gone well. Tomorrow 
shouldn't be too bad; they'd be hitting 
the trucks early and once aboard may 
be he could sneak a little extra sack 
time. Maybe the sea air would take 
some of the tightness out of his chest 
and make it easier to stand up straight 
again without wanting something to 
lean against 

He sighed, stretched on his sack and 
reached for a cigarette. Private Gates 
stuck his head in the door, grinning 
“CO wants you, Sarge. And he said 
not to chop-chop, whatever the hell 
that means.” 

His hands were shaking a little when 
he stood up and he smoked the cigar- 
ette before leaving, inhaling deep and 
looking curiously at his strong, hard 
hands. Like a wormy apple, he thought 
angrily; looks (continued on page 69) 


"You're running them ragged," Captain Vance told him one afternoon. 
“With all these work details coming up, why don't you ease up a bit?” 
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The world’s first listening 


post for flying saucers has 


been built by a Canadian 
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ANADIANS WHO REPORT 


entified objects flash 
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across their skies can 


*) 
— 


that a committee of eight 
and military intelligence 


ae 


rive their sightings serious 


increase in Canadian 
1949 prodded the De 
arch Board to form this 


eres 


which represents the armed 


Ax 
—- 


id “government bureaus in 
the explanation of unusual 
in the sky.” Chairman of 
known as the Second Storey 
is Dr. Peter M. Millman 
ntist and Chief of the 


ics Division of the Domi 


Pa NN 


tory 





to the official minutes of 
etween 1947 and 1953, 162 
ports have been received 
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74 separate objects. Of this 
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board has been able to 


on ie ae aa ae 


In a little white shack ten miles 
west of Canada's capital city of 
Ottawa, ultra-sensitive machines 
record objects in outer space 








13. These 
aircraft, 
meteorological balloons 


identify only 13 proved to 


be and weather or ments,” 
The 
still unexplained by the scientist 
the of the 
citizens who report sightings 
flying saucers are interviewed by ai: 
men of the Royal Canadian Air For 
then they fill out a 
to the 
evaluation 
Most 
mittee 1s 
Smith, who has 
handedly—the 
unidentified 


meteors, 
remainder 
“we'll 


are tion, 


Since establishment con 


detective with a 


blended 


mittee, 
in his 
hair 
French 
tween his office 


form which is tiny 


warded eight-man board 
member of the cor 


Wilbert B 


built—almost 


station 


kind 


energetic ionospheric 


hard-charging Smith is the 
sing] 
first listening post for 


He 1S a 


uranium he 


flying objects 


active as the small bits of 
keeps in his lab 
If little 


with 


green interplanetary trav 


ers large heads and long ar 


tennae ever plan to jump us, Smith and 
in a little whit 
of Ottawa, On 


first humans to know 


a handful of scientists 
10 
may 


miles west 


be the 


shac nN 
tario 
about it 


12’ 
scientists led by Smith peer intently a 


In that tiny x 12’ hut, a group « 


+ 


instruments which can see and hear I} 
the 


cosmic 


live 
fuse 


atmos who checks for 


dis 


body 


miles above earth's 
phere If 


turbances 


upper 
finger into 


your 


or his 
off 


outer 


Zamma ray 


alien turning 
Smith's 
instruments will pick them uf 
be ¢ 


from the 


are set by an 
flashing 
delicate 
And 


abl 


th’s 


across Space 


ole 


your 


he 


finger is 


boy,” 


since flying saucers may ap 


of extracting energy word for it 
field- 


finely 


magnetic for electromas 
Broadcast 


of the 


of the 
Section 
port’s 


instr 
dete 


globe's gravitational 


ic propulsion tuned 


ments poised ready 


are 
am 


changes in the 


radio pattern 


Monitors periodically check readings, note gamma, 
cosmic radiations, radio, gravitational deflections 


“If anything passes over our instru t's 
says Smith who designed and 
built the world’s first flying saucer sta 
know about 
Smith is a tall, quiet-spoken space 
few 
black, 
You'll find him 
Renault 
in the 
Building in downtown Ottawa and his I lata 


of 


open-mouthed 

bewilderment with a wink. 

confides, 
dry.” 


In his position as Engineer in Charge 
and 
Department of Trans 
Telecommunication 

Smith's primary concern is the 


Shirley 


radio 


at 


bounce 


ionospheric station 
His 
off 


than 


instruments 
ionospheric layers 
the 
pick them up again on radar-typ¢« 


This to 


de his scientists with 


als heavy 


it!” 250 miles above earth 


silvery strands pment procedure helps 


closely cropped an accurate 
folded 


making runs be 
gray, old Hunter 


inside his of existing atmospheric condi 
of 
brewing 
these 


determine 


celestial 
From 


mechan 


them 
be 
picked up by 
able to 
factors will affect 


and warns any 


which may 


+ 


at Shirley they how 


electrical 


Bay 


wizard 


are 
radio transmis 
ith an unidentified 
object hell,” 
the to 
scientific approach to the 


who once saw 
be lic ves 


take 


whol 


“going like 


time has arrived an 


crockery business In a tiny 


smaller than a one-car garage 


delicate 
help of sev 


cramped a maze of 
With the 
trained monitors 

nd th clock 


ne 
record 


nic gear 
he 


on 


an 


ke ¢ ps 


vigil what these 


ir important allies will help Smith 


research: a gravimeter imported 


Sweden measures gravitation 


circuits by poking ges a high frequency radio 


sockets, then re ackles at 530 kilocycles and is 


of 


secret, 


capa 


detecting radio noise in the outer 
iosphere ; 


sSmic 


stare 

“The 
be 

take 


and counters seek gamma 
to 


atn 


“is to and radiation indicate 


We'll 


sure 
whether alien bodies passing over are 
Each unit's 


automatically recorded in 


his 
propelled by atomic energy 
are 

ent colored inks on a slow 


Measurement moving 


which is constantly monitored 


mount his gravimeter solid 


ith 


Division on a 
four steel rods deep 
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] block 
This wa 
of 


entific 
Solandt 
defense re 
blem of what 
ial phenomena 
evel IC r 


is avail 


yport their 


unt 
“Pt 


scientists cannot 


exist. So 
We always 

in these une 
part of our 


out for re 


would not deny the pos 


eir existence Canada's 


i he believes 
more than the general pub- 


pre »bably 


not bolting down any evi 

have no satisfactory argu 

ve that flying platters from 
actually exist 

Solandt is careful to emphasize 

of Smith's research is an in 

project The 

lone on property owned by the 

Research Board and has their 

their in 


it spare -time 


and apparently 

irect blessing 
The number of sighting reports of 
unusual celestial received by 
DRB has fluctuated from zero in 1949 
122 1952. The 
from coast to coast 


dian-U.S 


as the sub-Arctic areas 


objects 


reports trickled in 
from the Cana 
border and from as far away 
Most sightings 
still remain an unsolved mystery 

Dr. Peter M. Millman, the Chairman 
»f the Second Storey Committee, has 


Gravimeter was imported from 
Sweden, rewired for sensitivity 
and mounted on steel rods sunk 
into a solid rock below the hut 


Smith that fly 
danger—or even 
his life’s work 
eld of meteors and thx 


s of 


Spat t 


celestial 
there is 
realm that 
that there 
under the 


saucer 

st} 
liman agree 
r1othing new 
ancient Egyptians, he says 
sighting of unusual 
There is only one sig- 


‘ant difference today; we now sight 


reported the 


estial objects 


from fighter jets and transport 
and report them by radio 

years of sky- 

has concluded that flying 


than 20 


After 


watching, he 


more 


saucer reports submitted on the basis 


of what observers believe they see in 


the sky—vary greatly and are not 


entifically reliable 


While he is unable to make an offi 
cial statement which could explain all 
sighting clear that Dr 
Millman feels no great concern about 
these phenomena All 
follow-ups by his board have failed to 


reports, it 1S 
unexplained 


uncover any evidence of a saucer. He 
believes that the case against flying 
crockery is stronger than the argument 
for it. However, 13 identifications in a 
field of 74 isn't too impressive a score 
Much public 
saucers, Millman 
enced by books such as Donald E. Key 
Fiying Outer 
Space. In his review of this book for 
the Toronto Telegram recently, Dr 
Millman had this to say: “It would 


intelligence 


flying 
influ 


opinion on 
believes, is 
From 


hoe's Saucers 


seem impossible for any 
advanced, to operate 


medium at 


no matter how 
solid objects in an alien 
Such fantastic speeds and so near the 
earth without at least one crash land 
ing or physical contact of some type 
No such verified contact has ever oc 
curred.” 

British 


persons 


May 


more 


1953, a 
than 40 
swished out 


However in 
Comet 
loaded 
Indian airport and climbed swiftly into 
Moments later, and 


with 
aboard from an 
the rainy night 


without any radio warning, the jet 


practically disintegrated in midair 
Finely shattered fragments were picked 
up over an area five miles 
After a careful analysis of the 
age, the Air Ministry officially reported 


“some un 


square 
wreck 


that the jet was struck by 
identified flying object 

For those Millman 
suggests they check out Menzel's Fly 
library. This 
Harvard U 


opinion at direct 


alarmed readers 
ing Saucers, from their 
text, published by the 
versity Press, presents 
yariance with Keyhoe’s and represents 
the other end of the pole 

Dr. Donald Menzel, the Harvard 
astronomer, has an easy solution for 
most sightings that have baffled scien 
tists. Some of these “mirages” he be 
lieves, are caused by glowing reflections 
due to the crystallization of ice in cer 
Other may also 
be caused by temperature 
layers of hot and cold air in 
These 


believes, may sometimes be 


tain clouds “visions” 
inversion— 
alternate 
phenomena, he 


picked up 


the atmosphere 


by radar beam deflections 

Dr. Millraan, in his vast sky-watch 
ing experience, 
that could appear in the sky 
aircraft, rockets, balloons, 
planets or stars, auroral sky illumina 


has classified all objects 
They are 
meteors 
tions, reflections, and halos or mirages 
Flying saucers fit none of his categories 
—and they have remained out of his 
line of vision 

Canada’s role in the 
question continues with active 
mystery 1S 


flying saucer 
interest 
in this phenomenon. The 


not being (continued on page 75) 





Tattoo 


It isn’t any trick, I find, 
For me to get you off my mind. 
But, Darling, you're like all the rest, 
It hurts to get you off my chest. 
Harold Gerard 


In Memory of McVeen* 


When Marines move into battle 
They have rifles—all but one. 
This is the Navy corpsman 
Who has a stretcher, not a gun. 


The day we moved on Vegas 
I was tense and pretty green, 
I looked back for my corpsman, 
A youngster named McVeen. 


He took a lot of kidding 
(Twenty jarheads to a gob) 
But we all knew when combat came 
Mac would do the job. 
He gave us extra confidence 
With his bandages so clean. 
We knew for sure if we got hit 
We could count upon McVeen. 


Then “Luke” saw us coming 
And his mortars found their mark. 
“Doc” was the wounded’s only hope, 
Their candle in the dark. 
So when the jagged metal 
Caught a battle-stunned Marine, 
He shouted out his death-fright cry, 
A combat prayer: “McVeen.” 


As he rushed among the fallen 
To where they velled or waved 
His only thought was other men, 
And most of these he saved. 
He was our pillar of salvation 
In the stormy battle scene, 
His eyes were always open 
For those who couldn't cal! “McVeen.” 


Then somewhere above us, 
One of Heaven's forces fell. 
An angel must have caught a round 
In the constant fight with hell. 
And when his Host was needful 
Of a man on whom to lean, 
He looked o’er the field below him 
And God called for McVeen. 


*James H. McVeen, HN, USN, was a 
corpsman attached to a First Marine Divi 
company and received the 
posthumously, 


sion infantry 


Navy Cross, for action 
against the enemy on Vegas Hill. 


Ist Lt. Thomas W. Evans 


Shippin’ Over 


Get the pay 

Then pick your place, 
Right hand up 

And then about face. 


The line is signed, 
The hand is shaken, 
Agreements made 
And oath is taken. 


Yes, it’s quick 
With little strain, 
But shippin’ over’s 
Still a pain. 


The Tops, the Techs 
And all the rest, 
Sign the line 

To give their best. 


But you and I, 

We know the score. 
This shippin’ over’s 
Just a bore. 


We love the Corps 
It's plenty true 
But no career 

For me and you. 


I told ‘em no, 

I told ‘em nix, 

But maybe one more, 
Just for six. 


Ist Lt. John L. Fox, USMC 


The Lower Grade 


iy be just a Pfe 

that’s not really bad, 

f I didn’t have that stripe 
e a little sad. 


I wear my lonely chevron 
Ar oi at, 


Tho you can’t tell me from another 


I'm really proud, 


When I'm standing in a crowd. 


There are a lot of other men 
With bars and stars and such, 
But this little solitary stripe 


To me, means just as much. 


Now the crosses down at Iwo 
Which you may never see, 

Are marked with many other ranks 
But mostly Pfe. 


The brave men who wore that single stripe 
And bravely met their fate, 
Just neatly covered down 


And filed right through God's gate. 


They took along their record books 
Just as they always do, 


Then God checked them in 
And gave them barracks, too. 


I'm sure they stand guard up there 
For the Lord would want it so, 
To see them all erect in blues 
And watch them come and go. 


Now if you get to heaven 

And have trouble at the gate, 
Just ask the sentry on that post, 
He'll surely set you straight. 


He'll have no Special Orders 
Nor a weapon at his side, 
The Lord will be his O. D. 


And his face will gleam with pride. 


So when you see a Pfc 

Don't think he doesn’t rate, 

Remember, he may have the duty 

When you're coming through God's gate. 


Harry A. Koch 





In the Highest 


Tradition... 
HENRY ALFRED COMMISKEY 


HREE AND A HALF-yeatr 


assandra Ginger 
y looked down the 
White 


Her eyes moved 


ading to the 


of top mili 

from Generals 

to Secretary of 

and on to others 

ing for something to 
concerned her dad, First 
enry A 
spied a friendly look 


Commiskey 


he walked up to him 
ffered a solemn “Hi.” With 
ling through gold rimmed 
President of the United 

i with an equally solemn 
Then Ginger Com 


by MSgt. Steven Marcus 
Leatherneck Staff Writer 


Photos by 


TSgt. Charles Tyler 


Leatherneck Staff Photographer 


alked out into the Rose Gar 


few minutes later the important 
Standing before the 
“Hank” Commiskey 
stooped just a little as President Harry 
S. Truman 


flecked ribbon and medal around his 


event took place 


speaker's rostrum 


fastened the blue, star 


neck. He heard a citation being read 
he heard the 


gallantry 


phrases, “conspicuous 
above and beyond the call 
valiant 


ef duty leadership.” And 


when the applause had subsided, the 


President turned to the Lieutenant 


shook his hand, and with the warmth 
and pride that a man shows toward his 
own son, quietly stated, “I've said this 
before—but I'm saying it again. I'd 


rather have this than be president.” 
The award to which the President 
referred was the Medal of Honor—the 
Nation’s highest military decoration 
and the first such award to a Marine 
Korea. To a grateful 
name of Ist Lt. Henry A 
Commiskey is now forever engraved in 


the annals of history 


for action in 
nation, the 


—and along with 
TURN PAGE 





Commiskey jumped into the machine gun nest with his .45 blazing, 
killed five Commies, and then ran to the next to kill two more Reds 





Hugh W 
I'm not signing 
Mr. Commis 


Com 


HIGHEST TRADITION (cont.) 


had plans of his own 
his father 

and at the 

that he too, 
Maritime Engi- 
Reserve “And I'm 
he told Henry with 
1ary 12, 1944—at the 
ar ommon and two days—Henry 
train for boot 


For Henry mmiskey boarded a 
a simpk my ut his father had already left, 


ic ingredient 
San Diego, Pri 
ed the 


inding phras« 
Twenty 


Fifth Division 


soon 


men who pla: 
sregard self venth Regiment OF tine 
accomplish th er, and was 
yn Leader Con 


¥y machine g 


Following a_ short 
Hawaii, the 
Iwo Jima landing and Hank 


lugged a 


Division took 


re was only machine gun 


achine guns. But hor nk was hit in the shoulder 


ymmiskey had a he rejoined 
my men int participate in the 


‘ + 


o me to 
ing, up-and-a 


imple facts and 


y was born 
fourth of 
rew up 
as a capabli 
his own 1 
many of ti 
he was | 
it the Con 
1 ‘ 
aiuowaneces Ik 


ave wheels, he Before 


on his owt on a 
newspaper 


h of his f 


leading student pilots 
practice mission, Capt. 
Commiskey briefs fledglings 


When the 


had wounded or 


a friendly that followed 
my fire 
es of all the officers and 
toon, Hank Commiskey 
took 


platoon and led it for 


decision he 

Hank 
ecia!ly ‘ ful four days. And why did he take over 
logic and 

Someone had to do 

lay she anticipate h : t ommiuskey explained modest 


dog out t ly ’ ist hi keep rolling.” But 


nt her pet 


in the Division considered 
First Class Com 
d more scat tuiskey as being far above the ordinary 
after the 


But the dog was 
hat barks while chew Private 
tion resolved it } ette f Commendation 

later, however, when mpaign cited him for 
Miss Jess 
married in the face of a 
War II started, Henry 


attending the Sacred 


ua 
exhibiting 
Pickering high qualiti »f leadership and courage 
stubborn and fanatical 
Commiskey served 
in Japan, 
returned to the 
railroad. His olde That's when I 
joined the Army and Commiskey recalls. “A 
Hugh, enlisted in tl ruling from HQMC that all 
But Hank ran into m 10 had records for two 
he tried to follow his 
far t 


ind on week ends an 
he worked as 1946 he 


ischarge 


stated 
, 

cican 
would be promoted one rank on 


rps. He was And he added. grinning, 


I don't think I'd have made corporal 
any other way 


Back Com 


miskey picked up the strings of the life 


home in Hattiesburg 


he had left two years before and re 
newed many of his old acquaintances 
person in particular 


Jesse 


reenlisted in 


But there was one 
whom he was anxious to see 
When Hank 


58 days after his discharg« 


Pickering 
the Corps 
announced their engagement 

Hank 
Signment after he reenlisted was with 
the guard detachment at Great Lakes 
Then he went to Parris Island as a drill 
1947, Hank and 
married and settled down in 


Je SS¢ 


Commiskey's first duty as 


instructor. In January 
Jesse wer: 
Beaufort 


Jesse 


near Parris Island 

recaiis her life in 
Their 
was born during the Parris 
Island tour, and Hank added a third 
then the 


loop To us, it was like 


Commiskey 
Beaufort with nostalgia daugh 
ter, Ginger 
stripe and platoon sergeant 
being pro 
moted to general,’ Hank recalls 

1949, Staff Sergeant Com 
reenlisted and then submitted 
OCS. He was ac 
cepted and in September of that year 


In July 
miskey 


an application for 


he was graduated from Basic School at 
Quantico. He 
tor in small unit tactics at the 
Corps Schools 
the assignment and brought a transfer 
to Camp Pendleton. There he 
the First First Division, as 
leader of third 


then became an instruc 
Marine 


but war in Korea ended 


joined 
Regiment 
“Charlie Company's 
platoon 

The action for 
won his Medal of Honor came six days 
after the Reds 
controlled a series of hills overlooking 
the Han River and the 
net. Lieutenant Commiskey 


which Commiskey 


landing at Inchon. The 


approach road 
and a 10 
man patrol started up to look over the 
situation and were immediately brought 
cross fire by machine 


under enemy 


guns Commiskey'’s modest explana 
tion doesn’t measure up to the official 
account of what actually happened. In 
part, the citation states that dis 


regarding the heavy enemy fire 


armed only with a pistol he jumped 
into an enemy machine gun emplace 
killed five of the enemy 

ran to the next emplacement killed 


led his platoon 


ment 


two of the 
to rout the 


enemy 

remainder of the enemy 
troops enabling his company to 
valiant leader 
ship and courage reflect the highest 
credit upon First Lieutenant Com 
miskey and the United States Naval 
Service ” 

Du-ing the drive into Seoul, Lt. Com 


miskey was hit by 20-mm. fragments 


seize the objective 


company CP, and re 
turned to his platoon. Later, 
the Chosin Reservoir action, he was hit 
knee—and 
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treated in the 
during 
again—this time in_ the 


evacuated. (continued on 
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DIVISION OF 
AVIATION 


eye 
mW @ARINE AVIATION has been 
Tv = jan integral part of both 
Sas & . 
Semeeee §8=6the Navy and the Marin 
Corps since 1912. Its advent was de 
scribed by the Major General Com 
mandant in that year, Major General 
William P. Biddle, as follows 

“In view of the great benefit 

to an advanced base force that 
might result from trained avia- 
tors, two officers and one man of 
the Marine Corps have been un- 
der instruction in aviation at the 
United States Naval Academy. 
Annapolis, Maryland, and it is 
hoped that 


during the coming 


vear this number may be con- 
siderably increased.” 
The hope expressed by General Bid 
dle 42 years ago has gradually become 
A year after General Biddle 


interesting 


a reality 

made his announcement 
Lieutenant Alfred A. Cunningham, the 
first Marine officer to be designated as 
a Naval aviator, joined the staff of 
the Chambers Board. This board had 
been set up to draw “a comprehensive 
plan for the organization of a Naval 


by MSgt. Robert T. Fugate 
Leatherneck Staff Writer 


service,” and was com 


Naval 


Aeronautical 
posed of six officers and Lt 
Cunningham 

The board recommended the estab 
lishment of an Office of Naval Aero 
nautics, with a director, an assistant 
director and a representative from each 
of the several Bureaus and the Marine 
In July, 1914, the Secretary of 
the Navy set up the Office of Aero 


Division of Opera 


Corps 


nautics, under the 
tions, to administer to and coordinate 
Naval aviation 

The first mention of a Marine section 
of Naval aviation appeared shortly be 
fore the 
fice. In a directive to Lieutenant John 
H. Towers, the Marine 


sonnel and gear aboard the 


establishment of this new of 


aviation per 
USS Han- 
cock, then enroute to Culebra, Cuba 
were identified as “a Marine 
of the Navy Flying School.” 

From the experiences of this “sec 
tion” at Culebra, basic facts 
for the operation of aviation with the 
Fleet became apparent to Lieutenant 
Bernard L. Smith. Lt. Smith was the 


Section 


certain 


second Marine 
a Naval aviator and his recommenda 
Board 


accepted as the basis for air oper 


officer to be designated 


tions before the General were 
later 
ations with an advanced base unit 

In the report of the Major 
eneral Commandant to the Secretary 
f the fiscal year 1915 
Major General George Barnett stated 
By direction of the department a Ma 


Aviation 


annual 


Navy for the 


rine Corps Company con 
sisting of 10 officers and 40 enlisted 
nen” was to be organized for duty with 
the advanced base force at the earliest 


practicable date. Plans for expansion 
were at last under way 

Yet, as late as June, 1916, there were 
officers and 18 enlisted men 
of the Marine Corps in aviation. When 
the United States entered World War I 


later, this 


only five 


nearly a year force had 
grown to six Naval aviators, one war 
rant officer and 45 enlisted men. 

The first aeronautical unit was actu 
ally organized in October, 1917, when 
34 officers and 330 enlisted men were 
officially designated as the Marine 


TURN PAGE 
53 





The Corps’ pilots operated against German “sub” 
but they still got in 


DIVISION OF AVIATION (cont.) 


[This company 

Marine aviation 

ignation, but 

letely equipped 

outht to leave 

rvice in the war 

mpany was divided into 

onsisting of 12 of 

enlisted men, was sta 

Base 13, Ponta Del 

other, known as the 

Squadron, was to be 

ort for Marine infantry 

job it never fulfilled due 
of the war 

was no big coordinating 

as the Marine Corps was 

would control Ma 
! aviation as a whole 

Although Lt. Cunningham had been 

the Officer-in-Charge of 

from 1912 to 1920 

ear and a half he was 


which 


ominally 
Marine 
from aviation duty in defer 
his wife's wishes, he had no 
itle until 1919 
of that year, Alfred Cun 
ningham, by then a major, was recalled 
to Marine Corps Headquarters as Offi 
cer-in-Charge of the Marine Section of 
he served until 
during this 


In January 


where 
December, 1920. It was 


Naval aviation 


period that a postwar organization for 


Marine aviation began to take form 
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a couple of licks against the 


This organization emerged with 
Marine aviation 
Marine 


nautical equipment by the 


responsible to the 
Corps but supplied with aero- 
Bureau of 
Aeronautics 

Aithough an organization was finally 
Marine 


necessary for the 


aviation, it was 
“sell” 


themselves many times through those 


devised for 
aviators to 


turbulent 
Minor 


taking place as 


early years 


organizational changes were 
Marine 
ell itself and, in 1936, aviation became 
a division of the Marine Corps under 
1 Director of Aviation. Until 1940 

division consisted of four officers 


aviation did 


civilians 

Colonel Ross E. Rowell was the first 
Director of the new division. In addi 
tion to Col. Rowell there was an officer- 
in-charge of each of the three sections 
Regular Material. The 
Director not only served as an advisor 
to the Marine 
pertaining to 


Reserve and 


Commandant of the 
Corps on all matters 
acted as the 
liaison officer between the Corps and 
the Bureau of Aeronautics of the Navy 

During World War II, Marine avia- 


tion made major strides and with this 


aviation, but he also 


growth reorganizations 
took Supply, 
Personnel and all the various facets of 
Marine Air slowly changed shape 

The growing importance of aviation, 
brought 
responsibilities 


inany more 


place Administration, 


both in aircraft and tactics, 
additional 
that the designation of Assistant Com- 
(Air) of the Marine Corps 
came into being on April 20, 1942, to 
advise the Commandant of the Marine 
Corps in Aviation matters. The Direc- 
tor of Aviation now holds this position. 

A little 


such new 


mandant 


more than a year later, 


pens during WWI 
Kaiser's Air Force 


1953, the Division was 
Bureau of Aero 
Office 
Operations 


on 18 August 
transferred from the 
nautics and attached to the 
of the Chief of Naval 
Still later, during a reorganization of 
the Office of the Chief of Naval Oper 
ations, the Director of Marine Aviation 
was made an Assistant Chief of Naval 
Operations for Marine Aviation 

The close 
rine Corps Aviation and Naval Avia 
saved 


cooperation between Ma 
tion throughout the years has 
the taxpayers tremendous 
that, had the Marine 
quired to maintain its own establish 


expense in 


Corps been re 


ment to design, procure and maintain 
its aircraft and bases it would have 
cost millions of dollars 


The mission of the Director of Ma 


rine Aviation, a position presently held 


by Lieutenant General William O 
Brice, in fulfilling the job as Assistant 
CNO for Marine Aviation, has been set 
up as follows 


“To administer for the Deputy 
Chief of Naval Operations (Air) 
all matters pertaining to Marine 
Corps Aviation in such manner 
as to ensure closest cooperation 
between Marine Aviation 
and Naval Aviation for their mu- 


Corps 


The Director has a mission to the 
Marine Corps, however, which can be 
called his primary mission. That mis- 
sion sets down his general duties as: 

“To formulate plans relative to 

the organization, deployment, 

equipment and budgetary matters 
of Marine Corps Aviation and 

Marine Corps Aviation Reserve; 

to administer to the execution of 

orders and directives of the Com- 
mandant of the Marine Corps and 

Chief of Naval Operations which 





pertain to Marine Corps Aviation; 

and to control the training, dis- 

tribution and promotion of per- 
sonnel in the Marine Corps Avia- 
tion occupational fields, both 

Regular and Reserve.” 

With these two basic missions cam« 
idiosyncrasies peculiar perhaps only to 
the Division of Aviation. Master Ser 
geant George C. Knutti, sergeant major 
of the Division of Aviation, literally 
meets himself coming and going as a 
result of voluminous correspondenc: 
Not only does he abide by the regular 
correspondence manual distributed to 
the field, but he also follows the Head 
quarters, Marine Corps supplement to 
that manual, the Chief of Naval Opera 
tions supplement to the manual and 
the Secretary of the Navy's 
ment. 

Although Headquarters, Marin« 
Corps is in the Navy Annex, Arling 
ton, Va., the entire Division of Aviation 
is located in the Pentagon, about “a 
mile down the hill” from Headquarters 
Marine Aviation moved to the Pen 
tagon in August, 1949 from the Main 
Navy Building on Constitution Avenu 
in the District of Columbia 


supple 


In its infancy the Division was 
physically located with HQMC! How 
ever, in 1928 it was moved close to the 
Navy at the request of the Chief of 
the Bureau of Aeronautics, Admiral 
Moffett. Major General John A. L 
jeune, who was the Commandant 
those days, carried out the Navy's re 
quest. The thought behind the 
was that the Bureau 
could render better service 


move 
of Aeronautics 
under this 
system. 

Since Marine aviation depended then 
as now, upon the Navy for aeronau 
tical 
ondary 
Fleet, this relationship was of neces 
Today, this 


closer and more im 


equipment and because its sec 


mission was to support the 
sity close and important 
liaison is even 
portant 

When the Director of Marine Avia 
tion was advanced to Assistant Chief 
of Naval Operations for Marine Avia 
tion, another big problem was simpli 
fied. Red tape was cut to a minimum 
As an Assistant CNO he can handle 
items within the Navy Depart 
ment by means of a simple memo or! 

call to the cognizant Navy 
Without this advantage, 
piece of correspondence, 


many 


telephone 
section. every 
every request 
would have to go through official rout 
ing via a multitude of channels. Of 
course, much of the business must still 
be transacted in this manner but the 
simpler requests can be expedited by 
phone or memo. And when a directive 
issued by the Navy Department con 
flicts directly with one issued by the 
Marine Corps, the variance can usually 
be ironed out over the telephone or by 


personal liaison wherein a representa- 
tive from the Division of Aviation 
visits both Marine Headquarters and 
the Navy Department 

If the Director of Aviation weren't 
both Assistant Commandant (Air) of 
the Marine Corps and Assistant Chief 
of Naval Operations for Marine Avia- 
tion, valuable time and man hours con- 


COURTESY 


HEY TELL THIS one about 
a two star general, who shali 
remain nameless to be sure. Dur- 
ing an inspection of an island air 
base he was invited to try out a 
new flying boat. He took off from 
the smooth lagoon and all went 
well until his host, a major, no- 
ticed they were about to land on 
the concrete runway. 
“Excuse me, general,” he said, 
“but it 
landed on the water—this is a sea- 


would be better if you 


plane.” 

Why, of course, major, how 
silly of me!” cried the general, as 
he proceeded to make a perfect 


landing on the water, 


Rising from the wheel, he said, 
“Major, I deeply appreciate the 
tact with which you called my at- 
tention to the asinine blunder I 


nearly made.” 


Whereupon he opened the door 
ind stepped into the sea. 
J. Gey er 


ceivably would be lost in the attempt to 
straighten out various directives, cor 
respondence differences, or what-have« 
you 

Today, the entire organization of the 
Division of Aviation is built around 
the airplane. In an oversimplification, 
we can see how this organization works 
by observing a new type of aircraft as 
it comes off the drawing board 


\ mock-up is built after the plane 
ff the board. Officers from Opera 
and Operational Requirements of 
Division of Aviation are in on this 
along with their 

m the Navy. If the plane is accepted 
then goes into production. As it is 
produced the full organization of 
Aviation 


counterparts 


Division of goes into 
n 
organizational requirements to 
ndle the plane are set up by G-3 of 
Division of Aviation. Personnel 
lanning works out the 
juirements needed by the new squad 
ons: How many, and what kind of 
nechanics will be needed? What about 


What other personnel will 


personnel re 


pilots? 

be needed? 
At the same time, the Division’s G-4 
section sets up the Table of Allowances 
and Equipment, the parts and 
other gear needed to keep the new plane 
Certain definite allowances 
drawn up so that procure- 
if they 


spare 


»perational 
have to be 
of supplies can be made 
needed 
Table of Organization has to be 
How 
will the outfit using the new plane 
Do they 
d for the new plane? If not, the 


many people of what cate 


have the personnel 


training section selects personnel to at 
tend specialized schools. Their names 
over to Headquarters, Marine 
where the actual transferring is 


are sent 
Corps 
accomplished 
If the new set-up is going to be a big 
one, the Manpower and Budget Section 
usually gets into the act, as do the 
Electronics and Special Weapons Sec 
tions. Newly-developed electronic de 
vices and weapons to be carried 
by the new plane will fall into their 
iliwick. And perhaps certain person 
nel will have to be trained in their 
fields to handle this new job 
Although this case is strictly hypo 
thetical, it does show how the entire 
vation of the Division of Avia 
tion has to be built around the aircraft 
Consequently, the organization is never 
static one. Never can it become com 
placent. For with the changes and in 
organization 


must 


novations in aircraft, the 
with aircraft 
itself 


years 


that deals those 


modify and improve over and 
over throughout the 
From the time 
dumped over the side of a plane by 
hand, through the years when airplane 


engines were started by shotgun shells 


when bombs were 


Marine aviation has been changing. It 
will continue to change with the super 
sonic planes of today to some future 
perhaps Marines will be 
called upon to establish a beachhead 


I] 
date when 
on the moon. It has to change to meet 
requirements and tasks as 
daily innovations 
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signed to it by the 
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Major J. Kennicott's family and friends drove him to Glenview, Illinois, 


Naval Air Station for his 


WEEK-END 


WARRIORS 


rSgt. Robert A. Suhosky 


by 


Leatherneck Staff Writer 


Since its inception in ‘27, the Marine Air 


Reserve has answered the fire bell twice 


BAR 


uhdisputedly a 


IN KOREA HAD 


et fiz 
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zled 


in May 


p slopes and 
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re commonplace 


ne 


ere prominent 


only 


in which 


11 


Ss. more 


29 
5 


» with 


months 


2 percent 


Marine 


than 


o 


not 
stati 


Bat 


verdant 


and 


combat 
Marin 
At that 


after 
half 
f the 


avia 


Photographer 


hattered 


1d Warriors 


the interim 


were 
had 
between V-J 
of the Korean 


week-end 


peninsula 
men who 
irst shot 


civilians 


The 
stalemate 
duty 
Reservists were 
East the 

| 


farmers, school 


war gradually settled down to 


and a huge release-to 


lactive program went into exe 


cution 


the Far 


returned from 
warriors became 


and 


and 


teachers 


week-end 


training flight with VMF-543 


again A 

The Marine Air 

World War II 

its birth in 
the 

the job of filling 30 Marin 

Ait 


new 

R« 

and 
1927 


forerunner 


insurance salesmen 
build 
serve 

Korea 
A lax 
of disaster 
Fighter Squadrons and 12 Marine 
underway 


up began 


had 


-paid off since 


twice 


vigilance is often 


Control Squadrons got 
Chief of the Saturday-Sunday trib 
is Brigadier General Frank H. Lamson 
becam«¢ 
Reserve 
His base 
Glenview, Illinois, 2¢ 
northwest of Chicago 
of Headquarters, Marine 
D.C. The Glen 
MARTCOM 


-and it is 


Scribner, a veteran pilot who 


Marine Air 
Training, in September, 1952 


Commander 


of operations at 
miles 
the 
Corps 


parallels 
pattern 
in Washington 
location an 
of importanc: 
portant—but the organization's 
tion is influenced by the Chief of Naval 
Air Rese rve 
headquarters at 
the 


Vvicw gives 


aura im 
posi 
also has 


Training, who 


Glenview, and 
Marines depend for logistic 
support. MARTCOM 
the bushes.” 

When Air Reserve recruiting swung 
the pilots who flew the Big Two 
and the K-war quickly taxed the al 
lotted billets at of the Naval 
Air Stations VMF units 

At leading 
-the gunnery sergeants of Marine 


upon 
whom 


began “beating 


out, 
most 25 
which 
scattered 


from 
operate bases, 
chiefs- 
Aviation—returned to squadrons where 
they were practically plank owners. (A 
plank owner—in the salty vernacular— 
to a charter member; 
an organization at its in 
The drive fill the ranks 
netted a bountiful crop of youngsters 


corresponds one 


who joined 
ception.) to 


who quickly learned the difference be 














- \ — . = ly 7 - wl : ~ 3 # “ m4 was ak ee ; 
Newcomers striking for ground mech with VNF-124 time learning by observation as vet" denned 
at Memphis, Tennessee, spent a part of their drill the correct way to guide a plane from parking place 


tween a G.I. and a D.A. Although re any thought that they'd ever attend an nents of the Marine Air Reserve fit 
ervists drill only one week-end each other drill period once they’ were atly together like the pieces in a 


‘ 


month, military decorum prevails for phased-out, are wandering back t 


to the jigsaw puzzle. Emphasis is on trainin 
those two days. Slowly, the vociferou flock and for the non-flying members of a 
Gung Ho types who loudly scoffed a In the new, post-Korea é squadron, it’s experience enlightening 
youth—sage veterans drumming funda 
mentals into eager minds. Men like 
Master Sergeant Glen M. Leytham and 
Master Sergeant Richard S. Oglesby 
both of VMF-124 at Memphis, Tennes 
S rely on years of aviation duty when 
ering impromptu questions from 
newcomers 
MARTCOM's squadrons are strictly 
reserve, from the skipper down to the 
recruit who's just taken the oath of en 
listment. But the job of advising the 
quadron and guiding its training pro 
handled by the Marine Air Re 
Training Detachments. There are 
of these full duty units overseeing 
the 42 reserve organizations. New York 
City, South Weymouth (near Boston) 
Minneapolis, Dallas and Los Alamitos 
each have two fighter squadrons while 
the dozen radar squadrons are scattered 
across the continent. Although not part 
of any squadron, the detachments can 
be compared to the Inspector-Instructor 
staff of a reserve ground outfit. Past 
policy has been to split a detachment's 
T O—half, regular Marines: half, re 
servists on Extended Active Duty. Idea 
was to keep the reservists abreast of the 
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Telephone lineman Jim O'Brien, 
officer Nelson G. Thayer, Jr., 
of MACS-24 at Anacostia, D. C. 
talked up forthcoming inspection 
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Weather and safety briefings precede the pilots’ flight schedule on drill 
week-ends. Members of VMF-543 checked latest data before going up 


Enlisted men learn that a reserve squadron is not conducive to loafing. 
VMF-124 troops know muster implies military, technical training ahead 


WEEK-END WARRIORS (cont.) 


thinking and developments of the Ma 
rine Corps by exposing them to associa 
tion with the regulars and simultaneous- 
ly giving the regulars a closer view of 
the reservists’ problems. A while back, 
the plan almost nosedived—the bulk of 
the EAD troops integrated into regular 
service so rapidly that the half-and 
half balance scheme lost its gyros 

There is no substitute for experience 
and the detachments seem fortunate 
enough in this respect. “The Man” at 
the Memphis detachment is Lieutenant 
Colonel Thomas H. Mann, Jr., a double 
ace who won the Navy Cross in the 
skies over Guadalcanal during War II 
and a Bronze Star in Korea. Although 
Master Sergeant Francis T. Kaufman 
is on his first cruise with an aviation 
outfit, 11 years in the sergeant majoring 
trade qualify him to handle any situa 
tion, including a heavy load of corre 
spondence and 15 monthly, 12 quarter 
ly, five semi-annual and 11 annual re 
ports. Detachment personnel dub in as 
instructors whenever they're needed on 
the one week-end a month the reserves 
fly. Time between drill periods is 
spent in constant maintenance—of both 
the squadron's records and the aircraft 
assigned to it 

It's a well-known statement that 
every man in the Corps is basically a 
Marine rifleman. Very few people do 
know, however, that every Marine flyer 
is basically a fighter pilot. Reservists 
may be checked out on_ aircraft, 
ranging from helicopters to giant trans 
ports, and pull additional duty as 
squadron officers, but on week-ends, 
they go cruising in Corsairs or Bear 
cats, with jets beginning to edge into 
the drill picture at some of the air 
stations 

Undoubtedly, fighter planes hold a 
fascination for pilots, but the once-a 
month ride in a Corsair is actually a 
welcome change for Captain Ken Ever 
son, of Glenview’s VMF-543. He's a 
pilot for United Airlines. Major David 
B. Jackson, commanding officer of 
VMF-543, isn’t too far from home, 
either. During the weeks between drills, 
he’s general manager for Midway Air 
lines. Another 543 skyman, First Lieu 
tenant Scott G. Hasler is a research 
pilot and aviation teacher at the Uni 
versity of Illinois 

Master Sergeant James W. Casey, a 
Chicago traffic cop, and Technical Ser 


MSgat. Richard Oglesby operates 
the tower at Memphis municipal 
airport, often visits the Navy's 
tower when week-ending with 124 





Twins James and Jerry Hausen, 


older brothers precede them into the Air Reserve 


geant Michael W 
of the top NCOs in 543 


manager of an automobile agency when 


Lindstrom are two 


Lindstrom 


not week-ending as a line chief,. was a 
member of the VMF-121 crew formerly 
based at Glenview One -twenty-one 
was still committed to combat when 
the Air Reserve began rebuilding and 
VMF-543 set up housekeeping there 
Like all of the 
has a proud history 
April, 1944, it flew night combat mis 
sions against the Japanese from Yontan 


reserve squadrons, 543 


commissioned in 


airfield on Okinawa 

means little to some of the 
Paul 
Knipping and Technical Sergeant Fred 
Sperling motor 170 miles from Osh 
Wisconsin; Captain William M 
Weston lives 170 miles away in another 
Clinton When they 
arrive at the squadron, the travelers 


Distance 


Glenview warriors Captain 


kosh 


direction, lowa 
and others who don't have as far to 


commute muster for business 
Weather and safety briefings precede the 
pilots’ flight schedule. Practice is spent 
pin-point dive bombing 


Marine 


the best friend a ground-pounder ever 


perfecting the 


which made close air support 
had. Another training syllabus sends 
pilots airborne to brush up on their 
instrument flying 

Enlisted men also find that Saturday 
morning around a reserve squadron is 
not conducive to loafing. Basic Marin« 
Corps training teaches recruits left 
from right, reminds others not to forget 
it. Technical training in their assigned 
MOSs follows 

United States Marines and airplanes 
make an excellent double-feature for 
recruiting. Most of the rank and file 
of VMF-543 are high school and college 
students seeking part-time adventure 


but an average of 10 recruits a month 


VMF-543, saw six 


0 


find the week-eads to their liking and 
get more of the same type duty by 
switching to EAD. Although Private 
Jerry D. Hausen, an 18-year-old tile 
setter from Des Plaines, Ill., and his 
Private James 

joined the 


tile-setting twin brother 
D. Hausen, say they 


squadron because they like the outfit, 
they're also carrying out a tradition of 
sorts. Mr. and Mrs. Bill Hausen had 14 
children — nine boys (enough for a 
baseball tearm) and five girls — and 
eight of the twins! All 
but one of the brothers has enlisted in 


young’uns are 


Reserve training keeps a close parallel to regular 
service. Memphians get information-education talk 


the Marine Air Reserve at Glenview at 
one time or another. Alas, poor Jack, 


Jerry 


draft ere he 


was snatched up in the 
could find the Marine re- 
cruiting sergeant 

The lack of skilled technicians has 
left plenty of vacancies in the 12 Ma- 
rine Air Control Squadrons—the new 
title for the old Marine Ground Control 
MACS units un 
planes by 


relates 


Intercept Squadrons 


cover approaching enemy 


electronic spotting, tracking and plot- 
ting devices, then alert Marine 
intercept Equipped for 
MACS can also supply 
directional control for close air support 
When the Marine Air Re- 
serve was called out, MGCIS reserves 
intercept squadrons 


fighter 
planes to 
front-line duty 


missions 


were absorbed by 
of the regulars 
MARTCOM determines the 
of a VMF unit's training by 
somehow 


results 
‘working” 

which always 
with the drill 
Nothing is overlooked by the 
inspectors tucked 
tidily in a file cabinet to a pilot’s per 
formance in the air. One aim of this 


inspe ctions 
coincide squadron's 
periods 


from the papers 


official look-see is to gauge the combat 
Reserve 
week-ends a 


readiness of the unit squad 
rons train and drill 11 
year, prepping for the highlight of their 
training program—summer maneuvers, 
when squadrons are airlifted to Cherry 
Point or El Toro to operate on a sim- 
ulated combat scale for two weeks 
But the week-end drills, the summer 
training, the inspections, are for one 
to fit the men for an emergen- 
cy if it hits. That’s a day no one hopes 
will ever come, yet the Week-end War- 
riors can recall two occasions when the 
panic button was pressed. And they'll 
again if somebody should 
button a third time. END 
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KEEP 


FLYING 


~—— 
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by MSgt. Edward Barnum 


Leatherneck Staff Writer 


Today's modern airfields have super filling stations that can deliver 145 gallons of jet fuel per 


minute. 


OMEWHERE ALONG THE 
line during boot camp, Joe 
decided that he 

At that 
ation meant flying 


d that he 


hank 


aviation 


couldn't 
lirements set by the 
Cadet Program, he 
ver field in the 
an MOS 
1ance and Repair 


air arm; 
number in 
idoctrination course at 
transferred 
where 
better part of six months 


‘la.. he was 


11 training center 
jet and reciprocating aircraft 
mechani 
But, Marines are Marines first, and 
iviation personnel second. Joe learned 
side of Marine aviation, 
Marine 


the technical 


but the regular Corps subjects 


60 


Photos by 
Sgt. Roland E. Armstrong 


Leatherneck Staff Photographer 





were not neglected. A 
be so familiar with the ground training 
t that he can lay down his 
pliers and wrench, pick up an M-1, and 
use it as effectively as any other Ma- 


rine 


mechanic must 


rogram 


Early in his 
Mechanic began to realize 


aviation career Joe 
that he was 
position. The 
lives of pilots and a large bundle of 
the taxpayers’ money are wrapped up 
in his skill as a mechanic. One small 


in a very responsible 


Underground reservoirs eliminate fire hazards caused by gas trucks on the flight line 


mistake could endanger life and public 
property 
The pe ople 


mechanics are 


command the new 
well aware of this fact 


and they point it out in no uncertain 


who 


terms. A man fresh out of training has 
knowledge of the job, but 
hundreds of future spent 
with “on the job” training—not only 
in Joe Mechanic’s primary specialty 
but in many other phases of aircraft 
maintenancc 

When Joe arrived at the Squadron 
from his technical training school he 
was assigned duty on the flight line as 
an assistant to a more experienced 
mechanic. There, he made minor re 
pairs on aircraft, kept the planes clean 
and, in general played nursemaid to 
flying machines. After a few months of 
this general duty, Joe Mechanic was 


a basic 
hours will be 





ready for a plane of his own and 
ceived the designation of plane captain 
When this happened he felt his 
responsibility skyrocket He 
check and recheck the aircraft 
has any doubt about the function 
the plane, he can refuse to release it 
for a flight. In this situation he calls in 
the experts of the squadron, men whose 
many years of experience in the l 
enable them to spot the trouble 
short order. The old adage 
o be safe than sorry applies to 
Mechanic it's wiser to “down 
plane, even though Joe may be wrong 
about the trouble, than hav 
take off and crash 
May 22, 1912, is considered the Birth 
day of Marine Corps Aviation 
time First Lieutenant Alfred A. Cun 


fiioht 


Pig 


ningham ered the Navy's 
school at Annapolis, Maryland. Lat 


that year the number two man in Ma 


rine Aviation, a mechanic, reported 
aboard. He was the first of thousands 
of aviation ground personnel 
would maintain the Corps’ aircraft 
the years to com« 
From those early days of the tw 
cycle, four cylinder pusher-type 
craft of 1912 to today’s supersonic 
the echai have kept pace 
ago a mechanic kept his plan 
air with < -e of baling wire 
preé | é every jet 1s 
takingly serviced by carburetor and 
engine men, machinists, metalsmiths 
radio, radar and electronics technicia 
and other skilled specialists 
Now Joe Mechanic is 
many, but he is a descendant of 
line of tradition-steeped, unsung heroes 
From the days of WWI in France 
through ali the banana wars and dur 
ing WWII, these men on the ground 
battled to keep ‘em flying. On Wake 
Island they patched and repaired shot 
up planes until there were no planes 
repair—then they picked up rifles an 
fell in with the ground troops. On the 
Canal they worked ‘round the clock 
until they were exhausted and they 
kept them in the air across the Pacifi 
until the enemy threw in the towel 
In Korea Joe Mechanic and 
gravel crunching buddies enjoyed a 
beneficial relationship. Close Air Suy 
port has always been Marine aviation's 
byword, and during the Korea fracas 
CAS proved its value—especially to 
the Marine on the front line. And the 
pilots deserved the thanks they re 
ceived from the men on the line, but 
without the skill and persistence of a 


TURN PAGE 


Marine mechanics disassemble 
an aircraft engine prior to the 
Overhaul and Repair operation 











At the Marine Corps Overhaul and Repair activity at Cherry Point, 
Marines work side by side with civilian mechanics and technicians 
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Master Sergeants Herman Miller and John Hrin saved the Corps 
thousands of dollars when they built an Oil Pressure Breaking Tool 


KEEP ‘EM FLYING (cont.) 


ered mechanic 
base those planes 


up there 


to give 
an assist 

ling in Marine aviation 
government schools 

anufacturers have spe 


the Marine 


efresher courses en 


aviation 


nd personnel to 
mes in an industry 
At every major 
on, factory repre 
ll to provide assist 
needed 


been cases too, where 


ive been able to show the 
a thing or two when it 


maintenance 
Miller, a 


ears in Marine aviation 


ant Herman 


ly the engineering chief of 
raft Maintenance Squadron 
Point, N. C., ran into a 
his section experienced 
the removal of turbine 


. 


n 
ntacted the factory 
xplained the 

holding the two 


compressor of 


prob 


ze occasionally 
disassemble the 


factory rept 


sentative explained that the high degree 
of heat generated by the jetblast caused 
the graphite which lubricated that sec- 
tion to char, and the only solution was 
to fill the enclosure with oil and let it 
soak for several days. The alternative 
was to send the engine to an Overhaul 
and Repair activity for a complete 
overhaul—at a cost of $10,000 

Miller was certain that there was an 
went to work with 
pencil and paper. From his diagrams, 
Master Sergeant John Hrin, the squad- 
shop chief, made up a 
After several tests and 

‘Oil Pressure Break- 
made its debut. The tool 
high oil 
pressure around it, and lets the pressure 
bolt. 
This softens the charred graphite on the 


easier way: he 


ron machine 
working model 
modifications, the 
ing Tool 
seals off the nut, induces 


force oil between the nut and 


threads; from there on it’s a simple 


matter to remove the nut 


commercial avia- 
tion organizations are eager to adopt 
Sgt. Miller's invention. Like many 
other mechanics, Sgt. Miller does not 
want fame or money for his work; he 
has donated the tool “for the good of 
the services.” 

But the mechanics aren’t the only 
men responsible for keeping the air 
Parachute riggers, control 
control ap 


Government and 


plane aloft 
tower 
proach technicians and operators, clerks 
who handle the involved paper work 
and the men who operate the gasoline 
and refueling dumps contribute invalu 

Refueling aircraft has be 


operators, ground 


able service 
come a science in the past few years 
During the days of the reciprocating en- 
gines, when 600 to a 1000 gallons was 
the maximum tank capacity, a crew 
would fill the planes from a gas truck 
Today, filling stations have been in 
stalled; the plane taxis up and takes on 
a full fuel load in the roadside, serv 
ice statior. manner 

When a pilot walks out to the flight 
line, gives his plane a visual check 
signs his on the yellow 
sheet, and steps into the cockpit, he 
“check-off” of all his in 
When, to his 


perfect 


acceptance 


performs a 
struments and controls 
satisfaction, everything is in 
order he taxis the plane onto the run 
way and takes off. From then on his 
only thoughts are to achieve his mis- 
sion. His faith in the ground person- 
nel gives him the confidence that the 
craft will hold together until he gets 
back 

Unlike the planes of yesteryear, held 
together with baling wire and prayers 
today's supersonic jets have millions of 
parts and every one of these parts is 
necessary to the operation of the air- 
craft. One loose nut can start a vibra 
tion that will shake the plane apart 
er worse, blow it up in mid-air. It's 
Joe Mechanic's job to see that it 
Mechanic and all 
personnel 


doesn't happen; Jos 
the other aviation 
who spend days in the blazing sun or 
sub-zero weather, busting their knuckles 
deep in the guts of Marine planes, 
just to keep ‘em flying for the troops 
in the field END 


ground 





' iquarters Marine Corps is holding 
| than $200,000 worth of unciaimed 
| nas, Defense and War Bonds If your 
| e is ted below, claim your bond by 


na to the Commandant of the Ma 
Corp Code CDC, Savings Unit 


| F 
jquarters Marine Corps, Washington 
| oC ne je your name urrent ad 
erial number and signature 


RELPH, Robert G. 1207233 
RESNICK, Lorence 518550 
RHODES, Horry Jr. 1098078 
RICHARDSON, William J. 512842 
RICHMOND, Clorence L. 927778 
RIOS, Luis E. 1319012 
RIVAS, Guillermo 661017 
ROACH, James 662731 
ROBEY, Richard A. 665725 
ROBINSON, Richard G. Jr. 
1076214 
ROEBLING, Horry J. 1152171 
ROMANDFSKY, Rolph 1334527 
ROSENBAUGH, Wendell D. 
1297791 
ROWE, John J. 1115476 
RUGGLE!, Edwerd R. 636465 
RUSSELL, Wiley F. 1160949 
RYBURN, Horry 3. 233757 
SAENZ, Pedro 1117975 








LUTZ, Ernest J. 670733 
MACASAET, Filomeno P. Jr. 

1117219 
MACOMBER, Robert E. 1120819 
MALKOWSKI, Gordon J. 661682 
MANGO, Salvatore J. 925481 
MARCOCCIA, Anthony S. 1115258 
MARLEY, Jack R. 308283 
MARSHALL, Ronald W. 1081002 
MARTIN, James H. 1158071 
MARTINEZ, Alex V. 1218161 
MASKER, Marjorie S. 752990 
MATSON, Victor H. Jr. 876630 
MAY, Melvin L. 973591 
MAYSE, Robert E. 611183 
MCCLEAVE, Wilson K. 871253 
MCCOY, Earle E. 431510 
MCDERMOTT, Robert F. 1084436 
MCDOWELL, Marsholl D. 

668067 


FRAZEE, Vernon H. 1122469 
FREEMAN, Alvon G. 1272274 
FROST, Leroy A. 65090) 
FUQUA, William K. 306468 
GALLOW, Joseph M. 622283 
GARRISON, Boysie E. 1317702 
GEARY, Clifford G. 654556 
GILFILLAN, Williom Jr. 1185119 
GIOVINGO, Salvador 260395 
GLYER, Horry D0. 515140 
GONZALES, Raul 347758 
GORMAN, John J. 1172059 
GRASSER, Leonord E. 658654 
GREEN, Clora E. 760907 
GREGGERSEN, Poul A. 1154257 
GROSSMAN, William C. 1136323 
GUERTIN, Robert R. 1330573 
HAILES, Billie 662061 

HALES. Dale L. 334500 


ALEJANDRORIVERA, B. 1210567 
ALLMAN, Marjorie E. 774912 
ANGELES, Ronald 1071847 
ARNDT, Edword 299538 
ATKINSON, Daniel 1181287 
BATZ, Dory! J. 1229066 

BELL, Glenn H. 374921 
BENEDICT, Dominic W. 838002 
BERMELE, John R. 1205528 
BETANCOURT, Rosendo 1254880 
BIGGERS, Leland R. 410790 
BLANKENSHIP, Martin R. 1031008 
BONJOUR, Lowrence E. 1231470 
BOURGEOIS, Henry J. 857113 
BOWMAN, Kenneth B. 1308399 
BRADFORD, Elon H. 853025 
BRANDIES, Gilbert M. Jr. 567773 
BREWER, Fred J. 915539 

BRILL, Lester 1117422 


BROOKS, Joerene 919579 
BROWN, Barnie Jr. 970425 
BROWN, Joseph B. Jr. 643016 
BROWN, Vernon B. 642447 
BRUMBAUGH, Leonard C. 1075954 
BUCKLEY, Thomas E. 661268 
BURGER, Anita E. 763578 
BUROLA, William E. 410147 
BURTON, Henry H. 659776 
BUTTS, Newton 314644 
CAMPBELL, Kenneth B. 653372 
CAPPS, Alvie R. 1128889 
CARPENTER, Donald J. 1186533 
CARTER, Doyle R. 1107186 
CASTEEL, Denver C. 1006672 
CECIL, Douglas D. 1291064 


HALLOWELL, Wolter E. 1121578 
HAMILTON, James W. 587526 
HAND, William P. 545898 
HANON, Michoel A. 1304272 
HANZLIK, Stonley J. 628283 
HARPER, Jock 8. 397147 
HARRY, Poul D. 256025 
HARVISON, Jomes C. 1217689 
HAUT, Wilfred A. 375623 
HAYDEN, Robert A. Jr. 1136491 
HEARN, Charlies M. 1122087 
HELM, Horry C. 299242 
HENDON, Forest Jr. 633311 
HERNANDEZ, Donie! S. 594925 
HEYWARD, Leroy 1196334 
HILL, Bernord L. 1084367 


MCGOWAN, Kathleen M. 
757461 
MCKEON, Michael C. 1190926 
MCMAHON, James R. 1043043 
MCMILLION, Helen M. 704136 
MCPHERSON, Jeanne 769903 
MEDEIROS, Daniel A. 299600 
MEIGE, Calvin R. 986911 
MELTON, James E. 311788 
MESSING, Somuel L. 473685 
MILLER, Anthony A. Jr. 1043000 
MILLER, Jared D. 1351632 
MILLER, Virginia M. 866457 
MITCHELL, Gerald W. 484080 
MODENA, Charies F. 357214 


SALTER, Frank Sr. 950941 
SANDERS, Jock R. 638464 
SANTORO, William C. 862799 
SCHAEFER, George H. 535109 
SCHLITZ, William J. 655869 
SCHOLZ, Hottie A. 764556 
SCHULTZ, Donald E. 1109823 
SCHWETZ, Wolter 1116545 
SCOTT, Fred 415220 
SEAMAN, William R. 428543 
SERVIS, Charles W. 255066 
SHANE, Eugene E. 655101 
SHEFFIELD, Jhonnie N. 1115706 
SIANO, Henry J. 599114 
SIMONET, Kenneth A. 498925 
SINGLETON, John H. 923184 


HINCK, John A. 631880 
HINTON, Willie 646095 
HOFMANN, Ralph D. 858057 
HOLLENBAUGH, Richard H. 
666010 
HOOD, Alfred W. 666940 
HOUSE, Kenneth E. 1268542 
HOWERTON, Ted J. 1297850 
HUGHES, Don R. 1320279 
HUMPHREY, Williom Jr. 1195090 
HUSSEY, Herbert L. 954210 
HYNES, Joseph P. 1161441 
IRVINE, James R. 1128921 
JACKSON, Jerome O. 849328 
JAMES, Lyle R. 1197725 
JEFFERS, John W. 1109155 
JOHN, Roger G. 427688 
JOHNSON, Tolmodge O. 567027 
JOHNSON, Bernord E. 1152132 
JOHNSON, Jesse L. 1292738 
JONES, Hollie |. 750047 
JONES, Robert C. 658864 
JOSEPH, Jennie M. 512581 
KAGLER, Fronk H. 833785 
KAUS, John C. 1348514 
KELLEY, Howord C. 362489 
KENNEDY, Robert W. 320046 
KESS, Chories G. 1247750 
KINGSBURY, Albert W. Jr. 
1128197 
KIRN, Jomes E. 641551 
KLINGENSMITH, Poul R. Jr. 
911646 
KOVALESKY, Hubert J. 1249343 
KRUEGER, Doncid C. 526701 
KURTZ, Dennis C. 1206380 
LADSON, George 1280269 
LANDERS, William G. 1062114 
LAPOLICE, Robert L. 1121104 
LAUZON, Eorl E. 578013 
LAYTON, Alfred W. 1115848 
LEE, Robert J. 1130738 
LENORE, John J. 843560 
LEWIS, Bernord W. 371436 
LHEUREUX, Doris E. 701358 
LIVINGSTON, Gerald E. 1087535 
LOMBARDI, Morio 1322454 
LOVATO, Bonifacio 617595 
LOYD, Thomes L., Jr. 663583 


CHAMBERS, George G. 812599 MONOSA, John S. 660499 
CHASTAIN, Thomas G. 418953 
CHITTENDEN, Norman D. 1197777 
GLAGGION, William 1323449 
CLARK, William F. 1136169 
COCHRAN, Moses A. Jr. 1296904 
COLLINS, Floyd E. 586027 
COLONRIVERA, Etoanisalo 1210336 
COOK, Bryant L. 1317704 
COPALKO, George M. 440273 
CORNISH, Robert L. 1088732 
COTHREN, John F. 993330 
COX, Jimmy D. 1190799 
CROSLEY, Powell IV 1114266 
CULLUMBER, Dean E. 302215 
CUNNINGHAM, Herold J. 1099318 
DANIEL, Bonnie 1207965 
DANIELLO, Salvatore A. 1116804 
DAVISON, Lowrence E. Jr. 
1098601 
DEFORD, Edward C. 553352 
DELAWDER, Horry A. 650191 
DEMETER, John 310698 
DENZER, William C. 595818 
DEWITT, Robert E. 1079466 
DILL, Elvis A. 478610 
DIPALLINA, James E. 846432 
DOLLY, William J. 302458 
DONHAM, James C. 1027692 
DOTY, Paul W. 383903 
DOYLE, Charles S. Jr. 327596 
DUFFY, Henry L. 381382 
DULIN, Elizabeth F. 703140 
DURRETT, Frances C. 770628 
EDNEY, Claude E. 1259892 
EIPPERLE, Gerald A. 1084994 
ELLIOTT, James H. 1084036 
ELY, Jasper 9. 969384 
ERBY, Roosevelt N. 1269808 
EVANS, JOHN L. 968954 
FAIRFIELD, Vern L. 330716 
FARREN, Gene R. 662556 
FERGUSON, John K. 509043 
FISH, Ernest R. 1082833 
FITTIPALD!I, Lowrence S. 1187911 
FLORER, Robert J. 1104166 
FLYNT, Reed H. 286920 
FOSTER, Jeff T. Jr. 630961 
FRANCIS, Jomes N. 338945 


MOODY, Estelo 659832 SLAGLE, Floyd W. Jr. 1135494 
MOORE, Robert C. 813477 SMITH, Clowd K. 1263717 
MORETON, Donald G. 1136525 SMITH, Herbert L. 324241 
MORROW, Alonzo F. 901236 SMITH, Ollis 655451 
MOSES, James E. 501345 SMITH, Robert B. 597990 
MOUREY, Edword R. 661581 SMITH, Wolter H. 482028 
MURCHISON, Clinton W. Jr. SMOKE, George A. 501879 
543494 SNYDER, Sidney R. 1182172 
MYART, Eddie L. 1296557 SOWELL, Lester |. 1055922 
NAVISKY, Joseph 574507 SPENCER, Walter J. J. 881422 
NELSON, Roland N. 591468 SPROUSE, William D. 271839 
NEWKIRK, Floyd D. 1170521 STARK, Clifford 1102930 
NEWTON, Horold P. Jr. 108650! STEPHENS, Herbert L. 608793 
NICHOLS, Thomas C. 910798 STICHWEH, Sylva 700450 
NICKSON, Edmond E. 1123792 STONE, Jock W. 1197331 
NOBLE, Addison G. Jr. 1123677 STRAUSBAUGH, Andrew C. 
NORTH, Gene T. 570066 951556 
O'BRIEN, John P. Jr. 218757 STUBBS, Wilson N. 365167 
OLIVER, Evel M. Jr. 514912 SUAREZ, Federico L. 1210487 
OREE, Donald A. 1123601 SUNSHINE, Herbert 649052 
OTTEN, Leonard W. 1170156 SWALIUS, Daniel R. 575554 
PAGANRIVERA, Moises 1259611 SYNALIK, Frank J. 285099 
PARKER, Dewey T. 1187315 TALLEY, Robert L. 1215612 
PARRANTO, Lowrence W. 534147 TAYLOR, Dorothy M. 755167 
PATZNER, Roger J. 1290304 TAYLOR, William 944468 
PECHUK, Anthony J. 845620 TERRELL, Jimmie N. 499619 
PENNELL, Thomos S$. 438437 THOMAS, Robert L. 654758 
PERKINS, Willord 1312318 THOMPSON, Esther C. 758045 
PETERSON, Richard G. 538437 THOMPSON, Ronald L. 1247650 
PHILIPS, Leon L. Jr. 1302894 TIEKEN, Rigdon D. 1083822 
PHINNEY, Reatus A. 1128025 TITTSWORTH, Noel R. 655040 
PIIPPO, Vera E. 760753 TOLLBERG, Robert B. 492490 
PITTS, William Jr. 1246867 TOWNS, Henry M. 955500 
POGGI, Frank A. 1221787 TRAUMANN, Clemens F. 867076 
PORCELLI, Frederick L. 1116717 TSOSIE, Elwood 831023 
POWELL, John H. 993935 TURNER, Curtiss J. 381843 
POWERS, Wolter J. 1227526 TURNLEY, William E. 636054 
PROVANCIAL, Harvey L. 1344291 UMBENHOWER, William L. 
PYBURN, Henery C. Jr. 603780 834535 
QUINN, Paul F. 1085437 VALENTINE, Benny D. 1139086 
RAITZ, Glenn N. 1168217 VANDINE, Frank A. 853460 
RAMSEY, Gertrude W. 750217 ae nee ae pony 
RANSOM, Franklin G. 313016 VIGIL, Ernest A. 1102407 
RAYMOND, Wolter B. 428884 VITTITOE, Lioyd A. 411400 
REED, Alien H. 1083955 


WADE, Shirley O. 701028 
REELITZ, Herbert E. 366313 WAGNER, Wolter M. 1309264 
REID, Walter R. Jr. 1324370 


WALKER, Richord 1214260 
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Leon (Battle Cry) Uris (R}) got Marine Corps Combat Correspondents 
award from association prexy Gordon Growden at New York reunion 


Iwo Jima Statue 
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et'd), participated 
The 
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more 
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be visible from 
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Corps. The 
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Official USN Photo 
Jersey City beauty, Mary Astolfi, 
was voted Sweetheart of VMO-6 
after squadron saw this photo of 
her as Queen of Bayonne NSD 





flagpole will be a cloth—not bronz 
American flag 
Although approved by Congress 

statue is being raised solely through 
contributions by Marines 
Marines, and their friends 
be no cost to the government One 
half million dollars have already been 
collected but an additional $250,006 
Felix W. de Wel 


don’s permanent memorial to Marines 


form 


needed to complete 


Hundred Grand Smile 


First Sergeant Bruce A. FitzGerald 
the Third Marine Division, recently got 
the kind of letter that every Marin 
dreams about. It caught up with him 
while he was on maneuvers near Camp 
McNair, Japan. Its message You've 
just inherited $100,000!" 

The Twelfth Regiment Top, who ha 
14 years in the Corps, will have to 
hare the treasure with his sister, Miss 


Official SMe ] 


Master Sergeant Bruce A. FitzGerald 


Sharon FitzGerald of Vallejo, Calif 


but he doesn’t mind 

‘It was a complete surprise to me 
he gulped as he mentally counted his 
half of the hundred grand. Fitz, who 
is married and has three children, in 
windfall from his grand 


John W. Willis 


herited the 
mother, the late Mrs 
of St. Paul, Minn 
In answer to an obvious 
about his newly-acquired wealth, Fitz 
Gerald says, “I'll still ship over.” 


question 


While You Wait 


Mal Eno is a former Marine 
who learned to wield an artistic pen 
while still in the Corps 
went into the civilian art 


captain 


and brush 


Then he 


There will 


. 


od’ we 
Vege ee * 
pt Se oes 
so a . 


Pipe 


Photo 1 Hamilton Wright 


Former Marine Mal Eno's fashionable job is painting original designs 
on sports wear “while you wait" at his Puerto Rican seaside studio 


world and cashed in on his newly de 
veloped talent 

His unusual flair for drawing Holly 
wood celebrities such as Lana Turner 
and Lauren Bacall landed him a syn 
dicated movieland art column, plus a 
hine reputation for his caricatures 
called ‘“Eenees.” 

Eno's newest gimmick in the fashion 
field is the 
skirts 


hand painting of shorts 


blouses and sports wear—on 





‘Wing 
Se 


"It won't start!" 


attractive models. He does his design 
ing on a “while-you-wait™ basis 

His studios are the Puerto Rican 
beaches and his material consists of 
textile dyes 
materials and an 


Rican 


art brushes, industrial 


colorfast washable 


assortment of natural Puerto 
beauties 

Federal income taxes do 
in Puerto Rico—his island 


ilmost complete END 
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McConnell 


Each month Leatherneck publishes names of the top three pay grade person- 


nel transferred by Marine Corps Special Orders. 


We 


print as many as space 


permits. These columns list abbreviations of both old and new duty stations. 


This feat 


re is intended primarily to provide information whereby Marines 


may maintain a closer contact with this important phase of the Corps. 


Chis listing ts for information purposes only, 


is orde rs. 
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RESERVE PAY CHANGE .. . In the future it will not be necessary 
for Reservists drawing Government pensions to sacrifice 
that entire allowance when they join Organized Marine 
Corps Reserve units. 

Previously it was necessary for a Reservist, who 
desired to affiliate himself with the OMCR, to waive 
pension rights for the entire period he was a member 
of a unit. 

Now, under a new change to the Marine Corps Manual, 
Reservists may join units and waive their pensions only 
for those days they are actually performing inactive duty 
training and active duty for training. This means a 
Reservist will only lose that portion of his pension for 
which he draws Marine Corps pay. 

The new regulation, contained in Advance Change 
Letter No. 2 to Change No. 3, Vol. III, MCM, applies 
to all Reservists in receipt of Federal pensions, 
retainer pay, disability allowances, disability compensa- 
tion, or retired pay on account of prior military 
or naval service. 
































SUNSET PARADES AT EIGHTH AND EYE ,. - « An invitation to attend the 
weekly Sunset Parades at the historic Marine Barracks, 
Eighth and Eye St., S.E., Washington, D.C., has been 
extended to visitors who plan to be in the Nation's 
Capital this summer. 

The parades are reviewed usually on Friday afternoon 

at 5:30 by various military and government dignitaries. 
Reservations are not necessary and there is no 
admission charge. 

















REENLISTMENT QUALIFICATIONS . . . According to Marine Corps General 
Order No. 145-54, commanding officers must carefully analyze 
all applications for reenlistment of personnel due for 
separation on or after this month. 

Three months prior to the date of discharge, COs 
will ascertain whether the reenlistment applicant meets 
the Marine Corps’ new standards for retention in 
the service. 

To be eligible, a man or woman must maintain an 
average proficiency marking of five or better and an 
average conduct marking of four or above. Individuals 
who come under one or more of the following categories 
are to be generally considered as being below standard. 

a. Marines who have a record of three or more 
non-judicial punishments and/or two or more 
courts-martial. 

b. Marines who have not demonstrated the leadership 
qualities necessary for further advancement. 

c. Marines who give evidence of possessing habits 
or traits of character similar to, but to a 

lesser degree, than those outlined in paragraph 
10277-2 a, c, and d, Marine Corps Manual. 
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BULLETIN BOARD (cont.) 


ISION REUNION . .. Major General Edwin A. Pollock, USMC, 


president of the First Marine Division Association, 
announced that the Association will hold its seventh 
7 


annual reunion on August 6, and 8th, 1954, at the 
Hotel Astor, New York City. 

Individual programs and registration notices will 
be sent to the approximately 6000 members of the Asso- 
ciation in the near future. However, anyone who has 
served with the Division but is not a member, may obtain 
the reunion program and notices by writing Captain E. D. 
lark, pga re Secretary, First Marine Division 


4 


Associatio Box 24, Alexandria, Va. 














JTHES DETAIL . Marines with the rank of Corporal or 
“Private Fi First Class are urged to apply, through their 
commanding officers, for the »cial Foreign Duty 
Program. 

The qualifica ns and sample Letter of application 
have been published in a CMC letter to all Commanding 
Officers, serial DFI 919-hfw-l, dated December 18, 1953. 

Special Foreign Duty is the term used by the Corps 
in referring to the security billets in the Foreign 
Service Establishments, U.S. Department of State. 
Assignments are mad 83 guard establishments which 
ire Situated through the world in 69 foreign 
countries. A knowledge of foreign languages is not 
required, but, enlisted personnel proficient in a foreign 
tongue are encourage to apply. 

Letter applications from personnel in the rank of 
sergeant and above are no longer desired. Personnel in 
these ranks will be ordered on the basis of their 
preference of duty a sxxpressed on the new NCO Fitness 
report. 





























-OSED QM REGULATION CHANGE .. . Master Sergeants in the 
Marine Corps will be permitted to buy uniform clothing 
at the Quartermaster without a fA te long Officer being 
present, according to a proposed modification to the 
Marine Corps M 

The Legal Section, Supply Department, HQMC, reports 
that the change came about following an extensive survey 
and study conducted by Headquarters Marine Corps. The 
Survey was instigated after the Supply Department 
received letters concerning the subject from NCOs in 
the field. 

~ When the new directive is issued, it will change 
Article 52053, MCM and Chapter II, Paragraph 204, of 
the Annual Individual Clothing Regulations. 











Manual. 














RIBBON REGULATION CHANGE .. . A recent directive, issued by HQMC, 
authorizes individuals in the Marine Corps to wear only 
the ribbons that are of a personal decoration nature. 
Ribbons which represent area campaigns, or other medals, 
may be worn at the option of the individual. 

The new regulation applies ONLY when the shirt or 
Winter Service Jacket is worn as the outer garment. 
When the Winter Service Coat is worn as the outer 
garment, all ribbons to which the individual is entitled 
will be wor 
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THE BIG RAP 


[continued from page 45} 


great on the outside but underneath, a 
lot of treacherous rot and softness 
Damn the ticker . . . anyway! 

When he entered the Captain's quar- 
ters he stopped abruptly and managed 
even to smile a little. “Well,” he said 
slowly. “Well, well...” 

The pudgy little man left the 
next to the captain’s desk and again 
Talbot was shaking the soft, pink hand 
“How are you, Doc?” 

The captain was standing, 
“You can talk here in my office,” he 
said “And Sergeant, whatever the 
mystery is I hope friend here 
Straightens it out for you. He 
tell me a thing.” 

Talbot nodded gratefully at the doc 
tor. “Thanks, Captain.”’ When the door 
closed, he said swiftly, “How in the 
hell did you. . 

“Relax, Sergeant,” 
“Relax and sit down. 

“Can a man in my shape 
he asked bitterly. 

“You'll do what you damn _ well 
please,” the doctor said slowly. “I saw 
that when you were in my office and 
this certainly proves it.” 

“Maybe you're right,” he said, pull 
ing out his own deck of smokes. “Have 
one of mine?” 


chair 


smiling 


your 
won't 


the doctor smiled 
Cigarette?” 
smoke ? 


The doctor smiled again and took 
one. “That wasn't all I saw when you 
in my office. Of course a lot of 
civilians have their eld serial numbers 
tattooed on their arms and some might 
even have USMC underneath. I could 
see the needlework was old, but I 
wondered .. .” 

Talbot stared at him and smiled re 
luctantly. “You should have been a 
private eye. I knew that lost week end 
in '36 would catch up with me sooner 
or later.” 

“Just myself, I checked 
at the address you gave me and the 
number of that non-existent construc 
tion company.” The doctor accepted a 
light and inhaled, let the smoke dribble 
from his nostrils. “The rest was fairly 
easy. I'd written down the serial num 
ber, and a few calls can track down 
an old buddy. You're a fool, if you 
don’t mind my saying so.” 

“Okay, old buddy,” Talbot said soft- 
ly. “You're pretty shrewd and you win 
the door prize. What are you going 
to do now, tell the captain? Or doesn't 
a man get the choice of where he’s to 
drop dead? It happens this is my home 
and when it moves, I move. A man 
likes to be with his home, especially 
when he’s facing the big rap.” 


were 


to satisfy 


“You don't have to drop dead,” the 
doctor said bluntly. 

“It’s strictly your own decision. But 
let me go on record with you alone... 
you're killing yourself. I don’t know 
if I have the right to let you do it.” 

“It’s my life and my right,” Talbot 
said stubbornly. “Your right ended with 
the fee and the prescription.” 

“Which you threw away. I watched 
you from my window.” The small, 
plump man stood up and crushed out 
his cigarette. “Okay, Sergeant, but 
there are a few angles you're missing 
and I'm going to touch on them.” 

“What angles?” he asked, relaxing 
Let him talk. As long as he doesn’t 
open his mouth to the captain, let him 
get as rough as he liked 

“What happens if,” the doctor said 
slowly, “you get sick when it counts? 
Naybe at a time when your getting 
sick will throw the blocks to the whole 
outfit? In short, Sergeant, how long do 
you think you'a last in combat or 
even rugged training?” 

Talbot stood up, his jaw 
“You've said it. So long, Doc.” 

“So long, Sergeant. Think about it 

. what I've said. And don't look so 
sore.” 

“You've given me a tough monkey 
to carry around.” 

The doctor nodded, 
glad I came down. The 


tight 


“T'm 
hasn't 


smiling, 
place 


changed much and maybe I'll drop over 
to the hospital to see if any old famil- 
iar faces are still around.” 

Talbot stared at him. 

Don't let the extra flesh fool you, 
I was as lean and hard as you 
n Guadalcanal. And a pretty damned 
good doctor, if I say so myself. I 
started to get the pains in Australia 
I took the coward’s way out... I 
spoke up and took the discharge. I'm 
surprised you didn’t see it hanging in 
the office. I'm proud of it.” 

Sergeant Talbot looked at the doctor 
for almost a minute then nodded 
“Good luck, Doc.” 
luck to you.” He 
hand on the door. “I'd like 
You can come and see me. 

When the captain came 
was staring out the dark 
oat over the parade ground 
and all the years. The captain went to 
his desk and swiveled his chair so that 
both men looked out the window. He 
didn’t speak; they listened to the soft, 
clear sound of taps. 

Talbot reached for his cigarettes 
then, looking down, let the pack slip 
from his fingers into the basket next 
to the desk. 

“Captain,” he said firmly, straighten- 
shoulders and smiling, “I'm 


something important to 
END 


Sarge 


paused, 
to know 
Or write.” 
in, Talbot 
square of 


Good 


window 


ing his 
afraid I got 
tell you 

















"I've never kept anything from you dear, 
and now | think you should know that 
I'm going to shoot you.” 


Leatherneck Magazine 





PILOT PICKUP 


held at 
ladder 


continued 
performance 


! before we 


the drop 
Bobcat 

rmed up in 
and flaps 
and slow 

The sec 

one rack had 

ith the 


missed the 


result 
spot 
ll down overt 
Dingle 


strain and 


said 
you tomor 


lrop, old man 
possible. Good 
i already gath 
ops and now the 
looking for the 
the near miss 
they had to give 
it was too far gone 
chow 


were espe 


“he water would be 
although the 


d it was raihing hard and 


weather had 


it was getting colder. The 


lothing that had been 
nut to immediate use 

said Dingle, “we'd bet 
in-to a bit and make 


Looks like 
hungry 


is possible 


Anyone 


an always chow down said 


ck Sure beans in 


Reckon it won't be half 


was glad to see 
se bundles 
1 now 

Back on the carrier the lads had it 
Stike 


would say 


an’ aigs” as the 
And ice 
Jackson and 

stripped old HQ-2 down to a 
All non 


The engine 


cream 
on was busy 
essentials were removed 
was given another thorough 
check; Jackson knew they would be 
carrying plenty of turns and he wanted 
to be certain that the power plant would 
take it 
Richards had 


chief and a couple 


scouted out an old 
of junior POs and 
started them working on a rope ladder 
They came Fifty 


70 


up with a humdinger 


wooden 
And it wasn't 


long, good stout rungs, 


and sturdy manila line 
too heavy 


They 


head on the 


bulk- 
cabin; 


attached it to an inside 
port side of the 
then they took the free end and secured 
hand 
piled 


it on the outside of the right 


window. The slack was 


pilot s 
ide 
It'll work like this,” said Jackson 

to Colonel I'll have to fly 


window like 


Anderson 
while you reach out the 


this, untie this cord, and sort of throw 
the ladder down.” 

Guess it’s the best we can do under 
said Andie. “But 


is going to take coordination on 


the circumstances,” 
it sure 
our part.” 

Well 


keep an eye on the ground and give me 


you can drop the ladder and 
instructions about whether to let down 
or climb and so forth,” said Jackson 
I'll keep my eyes on the gauges and 
try to hold constant air speed and keep 


plenty of turns.’ 





I'd sure like to test hop this rig,” 
said Andie 

Later Andie and Jackson checked out 
ladder. After exhaustive 
both satisfied that it 
There was little more they 
Another shower, dinner and 


their rescue 


tests, they were 
would work 
could do 
the movies 
Dingl« 


shower too 


Taylor and Ricks had a 

a different kind. It rained 
They huddled 
together under their lean-to and talked 
When talked out 


cided to get sleep; one 


hard. And it was cold 


they were they de 
of them 
as a guard 
Taylor the 
Nothing 
Even 
of them slept very soundly 

When Ricks awakened he found the 
two officers up and looking over the 
rations supplies, choosing their break- 
fast 


some 
was posted to stay awake 
Ricks took the shift 
second and Dingle the last 
happened to upset their routine 


first 


so none 


“Good morning,” said Dingle. Ricks 
rolled over and blinked his eyes; then 
he looked up at the sky through a hole 


in the trees 


asked 
in for 


“Not exactly rosy, is it?” he 
“Looks to me like we might be 
it again.” 

“I think right, Ricks,” said 
“It might lift around noon, but 
might stay like 
There isn't 
much we can do about it except wait 


you re 
Dingle 
on the 
this for a couple of days 


other hand it 


it out.” 

“What's that?”’ Taylor jumped to a 
crouch and took the 
its perch at the rear of the 
“Over there,” he whispered 

All eyes turned in the direction Tay 
lor had indicated 


Thompson off 
lean-to 


Someone was in the area. The steps 
were slow and deliberate 

“Deploy and keep quiet,”” whispered 
Dingle as he 


Ricks was the 


grabbed a carbine 
first to see the visitor 
half whispered to 


pointed to the 


“It's no gook,” he 
the major as he clear 
of ours.” 


“Colonel May! 


ing. “Looks like one 

“May!” cried Dingle 
Over here!” 

Dingle 
intervening 20 yards 

“Sure you, Colonel.” 

“I've been looking for you.” 

“You look a little beat,” said Dingle 
as he offered his hand 


jumped up and ran over the 


glad to see 


“Come on over 
chow.” 
but first just let 
me sit down and rest.” 
“Colonel, this is Lieutenant Taylor 
and Sergeant Ricks Colonel May 
the pilot we supposed to 


and have some 


“I can use a little 


were 
rescue 
“You're 


is it? 


hurt,” said Dingle. “What 
Broken arm?” 

“I don't think it’s broken,” said May 
“But my shoulder is wrenched and my 
ribs here on the left feel like 
they might be 

“I can throw a couple of triangular 
bandages on there,” said Ricks as he 
scrounged through the containers. “At 
least they'll keep it from getting worse 

Ricks work with the first 
aid gear while Taylor opened some food 
for the Colonel 

“What's the 
between 
out of here?” 

Major Dingle 


and the plans for 


went to 


inquired May 
“How are you getting 


dope?” 


bites 


outlined their plight 
evacuation. He 
of climbing a 
Colonel's condition would 


avoided any mention 
ladder; the 
make it necessary for Anderson to land 
once to get him out 

“Doesn't look like we'll do it today,” 
Dingle said, “but we'll make it out as 
soon as the weather breaks. Now 
what happened to you?” 

May told them that he had picked 
up some 40-mm. or equivalent in the 
engine nacelle, got up to about 2000 
feet to bail out and got his foot hung 
up in the cockpit. By the time he got 
loose, pulled the cord and the chute 
opened, he was down. Hit pretty hard 








I took off as best I could for 
cover,” he said, “and finally got up to 
the top of that ridge over there. That's 
where I was yesterday morning when 
you came in. I yelled like hell.” 

The morning dragged on. The rain 
stopped but it was still chilly and the 
clouds were right down on top of them. 
Although they knew it was hopeless, 
they kept thinking there might be a 
chance. By 1600 they reconciled them- 
selves to the fact that they were due for 
another night on the mountain. They 
used the slack in the rain to good ad- 
vantage by reinforcing their shelter 
and enlarging it to take care of the 
addition. 

Back on the ship all operations were 
suspended. Anderson, Jackson and 
Morton double checked and checked 
again all their plans. The aerology offi- 
cer forecasted a good day coming up 

He was right. The stars were out at 
0400 when reveille was sounded. The 
ship came alive again. HQ-2 was 
launched at 0530. 

On the mountain spirits were high. 
The men welcomed the clean, clear air 

It was hard to say who heard the 
planes first, but there they were— 
sixteen big, beautiful, gull-winged Cor 
sairs and one whirlybird. 

Dingle was on the air with the radio 
in time to hear Cleveland come up 
with “Glowworm, this is Bobcat, over.” 

“Bobcat, this is Glowworm. Read 
you five square. How you me?” 

“Five-by-five. How do you 
Glowworm Two?” 

“Read you both five square,” said 
Andie. “Dingle,” he continued, “I'll 
make a pass at about 15 to 20 knots 
with the ladder out. Come up one at 
a time.” 

“Wait one,” said Dingle. “We'll have 
to change our plans. May is with us. 
He can’t possibly climb a ladder. You'll 
have to land.” 

“Roger. I'll give it a go.” 

He made one pass, slowly, looking 
over the terrain. On the second he 
headed for the spot indicated by Ricks 
and set her down. Dingle climbed up 
the side to talk to him while Taylor 
helped the colonel in and made him 
comfortable. Jackson got out to assist 

“Pick her up and hover,” advised 
Dingle, “and see what she feels like 
Maybe you can take two.” 

“T'll see, but I doubt like hell if I 
can. This altitude really cuts down 
the poop.” 

Andie’s try, even without Jackson in 
the other seat, needed no comment 
from the other ‘copter pilots. It would 
be too risky to overdo it. 

“T'll be back, don’t worry.” 

“We're counting on it. Better get 
the colonel to the doc as soon as pos- 
sible.” 

Jackson was talking to Taylor as 


read, 


Dingle approached them. “How about 
sending one of you back in my place? 
I'm probably in a little better shape 
than you.” 

Dingle looked at each of the others 
before he replied. “Get in, Taylor. I'll 
see you back on the ship.” 

“But, Major, I...” 

“You heard me. Get in the cockpit. 
The colonel’s burning up gas sitting 
here.” 

“If you insist . . . See 
You too, Ricks.” 

Andie picked HQ-2 up gently and 
eased her forward, taking advantage of 
the ground effect. As the plane reached 
the end of the clearing, where it dropped 
abruptly to the valley below, the plane 
dropped slightly too; then it climbed 
gradually and turned toward the coast. 

As the men turned and walked back 
to their bivouac Dingle asked Jackson 
hoy, long he thought it would be be- 
fore they were back. 

“About three hours, I guess,” said 
Jackson. “It won't take long to get 


you later. 





“But | thought .. ." 
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aboard when the ship knows May is 
in need of a doc. And it shouldn't take 
but a jiffy to refuel. The colonel will 
probably bring Richards out as his co- 
pilot. 

“Well,” said Dingle, “we got lots of 
time, but I think we'd better start dig- 
ging some holes to bury our gear as 
we sure won't be able to take it with 
us ... the radio will be last. Won't 
be able to bury that. Guess we'll just 
have to leave it here.” 

“We can get the fighters to chew up 
the area a bit,” said Jackson. “It’s a 
damn small target but they might hit it 
and put it out of commission.” 

“We'll see,” said Dingle. “Mean- 
while, let’s go to work.” 

Andie made the carrier without inci- 
dent. Colonel May was taken to the 
sick bay and plans were made for an- 
other launch as soon as the fighters 
could be respotted and refueled. In a 
little over three hours they were cross- 
ing the beach heading inland. Richards 
was along as copilot. 


This time it wasn't all gravy. 

At the first sign of a puff about three 
o'clock Andie was on the air like a 
quiz kid. 

“Bobcat! 
Get it!” 

At the same time he started a sharp 
turn to the left and eased over to pick 
up a little speed. 

Bobcat had seen it too. He reacted 
as fast as Andie. Four Corsairs were 
starting a dive before Andie had fin- 
ished. And four more were right be- 
hind. The nuisance gun stopped firing. 

The rest of the jaunt was routine. 

The lads were waiting. As soon as 
Dingle received the first word on the 
radio that they were coming, he and 
his buddies had destroyed or damaged 
and buried all their gear except the 
radio. It was noon. 

Andie made the initial call-up at the 
clearing. “Glowworm, this is Two. I 
don't have as much performance as I 
did last time because it has warmed up 
considerably. I won't land. I'll make 
slow passes. Are you ready?” 

“Ready,” said Dingle. “Come in.” 

Dingle had already told them they 
would go in inverse order of rank 
Ricks first, then Jackson, himself last. 

Andie had dropped the ladder and 
was leaning out of the window giving 
instructions to Richards over the inter- 
com. The pass was a good one. Ricks 
had positioned himself toward the 
downwind end of the plateau and 
started to lope as if he were ready to 
receive the baton in a relay race. The 
ladder was slightly dragging the ground 
and Ricks grabbed it at about the 
fourth rung. 

In spite of the added weight the 
‘copter didn’t sink; Andie had foreseen 
the catch and Richards had already 
poured on more coal. As the ‘copter 
flew off the little plateau Ricks found 
himself dangling half way up the ladder 
about a thousand feet from the ground. 
The rotor wash was against him. Fight- 
ing his way up, hand over hand, was a 
slow process. His hands were numb and 
he had to make sure of each new 
grip. 

With ten feet to go he had to stop 
He took off his shoes and discarded 
them. He peeled off his jacket. Foot 
by foot, rung by rung, he approached 
the top. With almost superhuman 
effort he pulled himself into the cabin, 
rolled over and lay there exhausted. 

Richards flew the plane in a circle 
until Ricks was in and then initiated 
another pass. 

Jackson started as did Ricks. This 
time, however, the ladder was not 
dragging. He grabbed the second rung, 
stumbled, was pulled along the ground 
about 20 feet. He had to let go as the 
‘copter was approaching the edge 
of the clearing. (continued on page 74) 


71 


Three o'clock! Light AA! 
























MARCH 
CRAZY CAPTION WINNER 


The winning Crazy Caption for the March issue contest 
photograph was submitted by SSgt. John L. Johnson. 
The sergeant is assigned to the ServBtry, 12thMar 3rd 
Marine Division, FMF. 


"Yes, dear... yes, 

dear... I'Ilbe... Yes, 

dear, but |... Yes 
dear ~ 


“Say Ahhh." 


“Oh, you're always making fun of > 
my pigtails!" 





“ % has < / , : Fa <o * ae x : 7 . 
“One more cotton pickin’ round, and it's over the hill!’ “How can | teli the CO | missed 
the target?” 


> 


CRAZY 


CAPTION 
CONTEST 


ERE’S another chance for 


readers to dream up their 
own Crazy Captions. 

Leatherneck will pay $25.00 
for the craziest caption re- 
ceived before July 1, 1954. 
It's easy. Think up a crazy cap- 
tion for the picture at the 
right, print it on the line below 
the photo and fill in your name 
and complete address. 

Tear out the picture and PIP rrr iii iii iit itt titi tie See neeeereereseneessess Seeeeeeneeeeesees 
coupon and mail to Leather- 
neck Magazine, P.O. Box 1918, 
Washington 13, D.C. 





NAME 
ADDRESS IN FULL 


The winning caption will be 


published in the August issue. 





PILOT PICKUP 


i trom 


and walked 

he id, conserving 
he could. On the 
d to get the 
the bottom on 

lightly. Jackson 

but he 


» smartly and 


fourth 


hung 
reached the 
had their hands 
ip they had 
on and were so far 
manifold pressure 
ar to look at the 
at both red fuel 
indicating that 

h longer 
forgetting the 
lephone proced 
Make it as 
i the two previous 
wa a little worried 
Ricks was a 
Jackson was relatively 

had had trouble! 
station on the 


ard a rifle 


rugged 


down 
crack, then 
e sensed two rounds go over 
Come on, Andie,” he mut 

ret the hell out of here! 
nd Richards little 


ipating a settling of the plane 


were a 
added weight. Dingle only 
the bottom rung, but he 
unning as fast as he could 
higher. As 

approaching, he 
knew he 


desperately to get 
the drop oft 
ro. He 


from that position 


couldn't 


half 


made his 


minute he just lay there 
r breath; then he 
the radio 
have to 
Tell 


over to 


“you 
I'll make it! 
the fig ers to strafe 
north there 
small arms 


All right said Andie« One 


he said 


I'm being fired on 


more 


ind t ats 


he 
Richard 
than he had eve dreamed of 
Andie 
got his feet through the 
and his hands on the third. He too was 


dragged ut 


More 


seeing 


2800 turns 


coached him expertly. Dingle 


bottom rung 


with every 
him. The 


continuously on 


hung on 
ounce of strength left in 
fighters were firing 
both sides 


When they cle 


out over the 


ared the spot and were 
Andie took 
below to at 


valley ove! 


from Richards who went 


tend to Ricks and Jackson and to as 
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Andie reduced the 


for home 


power 
ade slow headway. He shed 
Except his 
bear to let 
halfway 


verything he could 
He just couldn't 
As he 
remembered he 
ft What place 


asked himself. He 


rested at the 
had two ex 
than 


better 


took one 


ed another line in- 

1d lowered’ it to the 
was impossible. But 
He made it fast 
yme assistance 
Richards and 
progress 


counting fuel 
emembered see- 
shore so he called 
Bobcat, send 
them to call that 


low on gas and 


escort 


Bobcat Anything 


n position to 


opens 


Thanks 
Andie 


about the 


said Andi« 


‘aught sight of the cruiser 
same time he got word on the 
that they were expecting 
He headed right for it. One 
bone dry now and the other was mighty 
He'd never 
but that didn't bother him a bit 
The after end of the deck looked like 


a carrier to him made his ap 


radio him 


tank was 
close landed on a cruiser 


be fore 


as he 
proach without look -se¢ 
He didn't make a very good landing 
but that didn't bother him either. He 


wasnt 


even a pass 


trying to impress anyone He 


was just glad to be down, alive, and in 
one piece 

The entire ship’s company welcomed 
them warmly. Every hand on board 
was eager to help 
took the 


wardroom 


The captain visitors right 


to the steaks 
coffee 
was difficult to eat and 


time but they man- 


where were 


already on the grill, and was 
available It 
talk at the 
aged it 

What can get for 
the skipper 

Well said 
shoes.” 


What size 


Same 
you?” asked 
Dingle, “we all need 


asked a Marine. Dingle, 


Jackson and Ricks all called off thei: 
sizes 

“I'll get them.” 

“What else?” 
about a shave or bath?” 

“We could all use 
Dingle But on 
replied: “I think 
raincheck on that, sir 


said the skipper. “How 

said 
thought he 

better take a 
I think the PIO 
carrier would be a bit upset if 
cleanshaven. He 
this 


one, sir,” 
second 
we'd 


on the 
was 
mission of 


we turned up 


very excited about 
ours 

A sergeant came into the wardroom 
Marine lieutenant two 
pairs of boondockers, then he whispered 
in the lieutenant’s ear 

“Well,” said the Marine officer, “here 
for the 


but I'm afraid we're out of stock on the 


and handed a 


are shoes major and captain 
sergeant’s size 

“That's okay, sir.” said Ricks. “Just 
give me another helping of this steak 
instead.” 

After dinner they bade 


departed for the carrier 


farewell and 


Every man-jack aboard was topside 
Dingle had been cor 


to welcome them 
rect. The 
stepped out cf the 


as they 
PIO 
bulbs 


mrst to meet them 
was the 


Flash 


plane 
— with photographer 
popped 
When the initial melee was over they 
were taken to the 
In addition to the 
captain of the 


admiral's cabin 
Marines, the ad 
miral ship, and a few 
others were present 
They told their story in detail. All 
of it was taken down by a yeoman 
“We're damn glad to have you back,” 
admiral. “Now try to relax 
and get some sleep. We'll get you off 
tomorrow and back to B-87. I'll see 
that the necessary dispatches get out.” 
Andie below to see Fritz 
“Hey rascal,’ he 
“What're 
one man guerilla war?” 
“No more of that for me 
“T'll stick to the air.” 
“You don't look too beat up 


said the 


went 
you old 
you trying to do 


said 
conduct a 


’ said Fritz 


What's 
the doc say?” 

“Says I'll be up in a day or two but 
I'll have to go to a hospital ship for a 
couple of weeks and then probably get 
shipped back to the States.” 

“Pretty rough pretty rough,” 
said Andie. “I expect to be rotated 
next week; anything I can do for you 
back there? Call Doris or something?” 

“Sure appreciate it if you would.” 

“No strain,” said Andie. “Well, boy 
gotta go now. Will see you again before 
I leave this bucket.” 

“Just one thing,” said May as Andie 
made his way to the door 

“What's that?”’ asked Andie, 
back 

“Thanks, pal 
get into this 
how?” 


turning 


and how do you 
program, any- 
END 


whirly 
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Multi-colored inks pen patterns from the ionosphere. 
The machine runs automatically, is never turned off. 


SAUCER OP 


[continued from page 48 | 


of the 
objects which may ap 


dismissed with a snort or wave 
hand. Strangs 
pear over the 
tematically 


Dominion are now sys 


reported Scientists and 


HIGHEST TRADITION 


[continued from page 52] 


Consola 
tion, he was flown to then 
on to Oak Knoll Oak 
land, and finally to the Naval Hospital 
at Pensacola for three 


aboard the 
Japan, 
Hospital at 


After treatment 


months of treat 
ment for the injured knee. It was at 
Pensacola that Commiskey first thought 
of switching to duty. The 
doctors had told him that he would be 
confined to desk duty for at least two 


knee 


aviation 


years until his was completely 
healed 

Hank Commiskey’s first love 
infantry—but not from behind a desk 
For this Hank asked if he 


could take a physical examination and 


is the 
reason, 


submit the report with his application 
for flight training. He passed the exam 
and forwarded the 
HQMC at approximately the same time 
that orders arrived transferring him to 
the Naval Air Rocket Test Station at 
Dover, N. J 

Jesse Commiskey, Ginger, and Henry 
Alfred, Jr.. born while Hank was in 
Korea and dubbed “Skeeter,” 
Dover 


necessary papers to 


all joined 


him at and the Commiskey 


ny 


military intelligence review and evalu 
ate all of these reports 
Whether these 


result of mass hysteria, visual refrac 


phenomena are the 


tive error, or a buzz by little green in 
terlopers from outer space, keeping a 
watchful eye 
ball 


tists 


Meanwhile 


on the riders of this old 


can not be explained by the scien- 


in Wilbert Smith's saucer 


family settled down to a tour of gar 
rison duty. From then on, things hap- 
pened fast. First came 
Hank to Pensacola for flight training 
Then, before the family could pack, a 
telegram General Cates, 
then Commandant of the Marine Corps, 
with the 
that the 
has approved the 
of Honor to you.” 


orders sending 


arrived from 


“Glad to inform you 
United States 
Medal 


message 
President of the 
award of the 


In the Commiskey home, even 
a Medal of Honor winner has 
to wait his turn at the switch 


Life 
Commiskeys 


mad rush for the 
After the presentation 
White House, the y 
journeyed to Hattiesburg for a hero's 


became one 
ceremonies at the 


welcome and a long series of receptions 


parties and gifts A whirlwind War 


—, 


a . 
GRAVITATIONAL 
PAT TERN 


Almost single-handedly, Wilbert B. Smith built man's 
first listening post for Unidentified Flying Objects 


station, with its invisible tentacles 
stretching miles into the sky, four little 
different 


write on 


color lines— 
a thin roll of 


tiny 


pens—drawing 
continue to 
tape—and move slowly along like 
fingers of destiny 

Their role future 


the histcry of mankind—but no one on 


in the mzy change 
earth is making any acceptable predic 


tions 


October 
1951, Hank Commiskey reported to 
Pensacola for flight In June 
1953, with pilot’s wings pinned to his 


Bond tour followed, and in 


training 
an instructor and 


VMAT-10, El 
He recently was promoted to the 


Hank became 


blouse 
squadron adjutant at 
Toro 
rank of captain 

Today, Hank and Jesse 
are leading a life which is similar to 


that of Marine And 


they have the same financial problems 


Commiskey 


most families 


home in Garden 
bills, 


income tax 


payments on their 
shoes for the 
Although the 


eliminates a few 


Grove, household 
kids—and 
high cost of living 
have fun 


kids on barbecues and 


pleasures, the Commiskeys 
by taking their 
They 


evenings at 


picnics spend other inexpensive 


home, playing bridge or 
watching television 

Although _ the 
are still too young to comprehend the 
full significance of the Medal of Honor, 
they know the Medal has made their 
dad famous. They're proud of him, 
but unlike other youngsters, they're not 


too impre ssed by the fact that their dad 


Commiskey children 


can fly a plane. Television is affecting 
their As Mrs 
scribes it There are times when they 
kind of that Hank 


cowboy 


ardor Commiskey de- 


been a 


wish had 
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TIGER TALE 


[continued from page 37] 


Czakowski and Dewey have identical 
positions; Dewey at Burbank and 
Czakowski at the Tiger Newark ter- 
minal. 

From the very beginning the Tigers 
have boasted that they would carry 
anything, anywhere—and as of this 
writing, have yet to turn down their 
first cargo. They've flown farm labor 
from Puerto Rico to the Eastern Sea- 
board, carrying 11,000 workers to the 
U.S. in a 120-day period. They've 
transported thousands of illegally 
entered Mexicans back to points in 
Mexico. They've transported every 
thing from a one-pound package to a 
five-ton generator, and their animal 
passenger list runs from apes to zebras 
Delicate flowers, valuable tropical fish, 
donkeys, dogs and even tigers have 
traveled over the world with the Tiger 
Line. 

Captain Thomas C. Haywood, Senior 
Acting Pilot of the Line, recalls the 
early, hectic days of operation. “There 
wasn't too much of an SOP in those 


days,” says former Marine flyer Hay- 





wood. “We just had to improvise as 
we went along. If the cargo cabin was 
too cold for tropical fish, we brought 
them into the pilot's compartment. If 
we were at LaGuardia Field without a 
return load, we snooped around until 
we had enough to pay our way back 
home.” 

Although expert handlers of every 
type of cargo, the Tigers have no peer 
in transportation of livestock. When 
the South American Republic of Co- 
lombia launched a program to upgrade 
its livestock by importing breeding ani- 
mals from North America, it ran into a 
snag in the transportation problem. 
Rail and boat travel would take one to 
two months, and many expensive ani- 
mals would die during the rugged trip, 
with the remainder arriving in poor 
condition. The Tiger Line New York 
freight agent was Johnny-on-the-spot 
with a solution, and when he offered 
one-day delivery from an Iowa farm 
to a hacienda in Colombia at a cost 
of little more than surface travel, the 
deal was closed. Three thousand ani- 
mals and 4000 chickens and turkeys 
were flown to Colombia in the 35 
flights of “Operation Cattle Lift,” and 
the only casualty was a bull that died 
from the heat at Barranquilla while 
officials argued the pros and cons of 


oe] 


flight clearance 

Many famous animals have ridden 
the Tiger Line; the Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer lion, Elsie the Borden cow, 
famous race horses, and Francis the 
mule. But one hapless pilot 
will remember a certain milk cow long 
after the other names have faded from 
his memory. The animal in question, 
a champion milker, was being loaded 
aboard for transfer to the East Coast. 
Suddenly the owner remembered that 
the plane would be in mid-air at milk- 
ing time. The station agent in charge 
of freight hastily assured him that the 
Tiger Line would take care of the affair 
with ease. The co-pilot of the plane 
was summoned and given a quick milk- 
ing lesson before the ship took off. At 
the appointed time, the co-pilot worked 
his way back to the cargo compartment 
and drained the bovine crankcase. 

For the Flying Tiger Line, the future 
is bright and the sky is the limit. A 
merger in which Slick Airlines will be- 
come a part of the Flying Tigers has 
been approved by the Civil Aeronautics 
Board, and will move the Tiger Line 
even higher in America’s big-time air 
transportation industry. It’s pretty hard 
to beat an outfit whose employees will 
“I don’t work for the Flying 
I am a Flying Tiger.” END 
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SOUND OFF 


[continued from page 13] 


active Federal service to be eligible for 
transfer to the Fleet Marine Corps Re- 
serve. 

(2) Retainer pay is the monthly pay 
received in an inactive status while a 
member of the Fleet Marine Corps 
Reserve. 

(3) Upon the completion of the re- 
quired active service and transfer to the 
Fleet Marine Corps Reserve, the indi- 
vidual is released to inactive duty; 
however, an individual in the Fleet 
Marine Corps Reserve may be ordered 
to active duty in time of war or na- 
tional emergency. 

(4) For information regarding Social 
Security benefits, it is suggested that 
an inquiry be directed to the Social 
Security Administration. 

(5) For retired enlisted personnel 
there is no limitation on the salary re- 
ceived if employed in a civilian capac- 
ity by an agency of the U. S. Govern- 
ment. There is a limitation placed on 
officers, however. 

(6) There is no law under which reg- 
ular personnel may retire except for 
disability, upon the completion of 20 
years of active service; however, re- 
serve personnel may retire under Pub 
lic Law 810 or 476, it otherwise quali- 
fied. 

(7) All branches of the service do not 
function under the same _ retirement 
plan. 

(8) Medical treatment, P.X. and 
commissary purchases are three of the 
benefits and privileges extended to per- 
sonnel on the retired list of the Marine 
Corps. 

(9) An enlisted person would retire 
under laws in existence at the time of 
retirement. 

Further information on transfer to 
the Fleet Marine Corps Reserve and 


retirement of enlisted personnel after 
30 years service may be obtained by 
reading Part H, Chapter 10, Marine 
Corps Manual.—Ed. 


EARLY RELEASE 
Dear Sir: 

The purpose of this letter is to re- 
quest some information in regards to 
my son who is a sergeant with the 
Second Marine Division. 

My son enlisted in the Marine Corps 
on June 22, 1951. Will he be dis- 
charged on the 15th of this June? I 


have heard that those men that en- 
listed between the 15th and 30th of the 
month would be discharged on the 15th 
of the month. Is this correct? 

Sure do get a kick out of the Leather- 
neck each month, I served during the 
first war 

I will be reading your “Sound Off” 
for the requested information. 

C. L. Lamb 
800 West Jefferson St., 
Creston, Iowa 


@ We are not aware of an early re- 
lease tor Marines who enlisted between 
the 15th and 30th. There is, however, 
a policy whereby Marines returning 
from the Far East, who have less than 
three months to serve on their enlist- 
ment, may request early release or 
discharge as appropriate.—Ed. 


WANTS DECORATIONS 


Dear Sir: 

I have a vast collection of military 
decorations, but I have always wanted 
some new ones and didn’t know who to 


write until a friend of mine (in the 
Marine Corps) told me to write you. 
I would appreciate it very much if any 
Marines have a few double decorations 
that they could send to me at this 
address. 

Russ Vollmer 
Box 362, 
Greenlawn, 

Long Island, New York 


@ After reading your letter perhaps 
some of our readers can help you.—Ed. 


TIME IN GRADE 


Dear Sir: 

I have a little problem and I need 
your help. I want to know the correct 
time in grade that a corporal should 
have before making sergeant. I say 
nine months, but my buddy says eleven. 
Please set us straight. Also, when are 
the Korea vets, serving with the Third 
Marine Division, going back to the 
States? 

Pfc H. McCoy 
K-4, 12th Marines, 
Third Marine Division, FMF, 
FPO, San Francisco, Calif. 


@ Marine Corps Memorandum Num- 
ber 25-53 says a corporal must have 
10 months in grade to be eligible for 
promotion to sergeant. 

We do not know when Korea 
erans, now serving with the Third Ma- 
rine Division, will return to the States. 
However, present Marine Corps policy 
permits rotation of First and Third 
Marine Division personnel after they 
have completed 14 to 16 months with 
the division.—Ed. 


vet- 





ANSWERS TO CORPS QUIZ 
ON PAGE 12 


1. (a); 2. (b); 3. (Cc); 4 Co); 5. 
(a); 6 (b); 7. (b); 8& (ce); 9. 
(b); 10. (b). 














“That's right, Sir. No visible signs of life—but we'll look around for a couple more weeks!" 


Leatherneck Magazine 
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YOU SHAVE CLEANER 
IN 1/2 THE TIME! 


“Get it over with” fast with 
Schick Injector, world’s only razor 
specially engineered to give you 
“Twice Over” smoothness with 
“Once Over” Shaving! 


This famous razor is engineered by experts. It has no mov- 

able parts that get out of adjustment, no detachable parts 
ae ; that can be dropped or misplaced. And you'll find Schick 
: Injector Razor is specially designed to “fit” your face— under 


nose, around lips, along jaw, on neck, and all hard-to-get-at 


F 
" . places— features that mean faster, cleaner shaves. 
, Today, get your complete razor kit: 
be Gold-Plated Razor Handy Travel Case ¢ 
oa i a 12 Scalpel-sharp Blades 
aaa Big $1.75 Value. NOW ONLY 


No other razor offers you these 4 advantages 


— 
4. 


f ~ AUTOMATICALLY 
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CHANGES BLADE 


EXTRA SHARP, EXTRA — No twisting, no adjusting! 
THICK, HEAVY DUTY . ' Just push-pull, 
BLADES ~~ a ‘ click-click! 


Precision-made! The only 
blade that fits Schick 
Injector perfectly! ; . ay Ys 
" “Dr S 
AUTOMATICALLY 
LOCKS BLADE | 
2 Blade is always atsame, / 
» precise angle for : 
SAFETY GUARD cleaner shaves! 


SMOOTHS DOWN SKIN 
—TEES UP WHISKERS 
Every whisker is 


clean-cut, right at 


oo | BRYN) oes 


Engineered for Faster, Smoother, Easier Shaves! 


1952, Evershorp Inc., 350 Sth Ave., N. Y. C 








Today’s CHESTERFIELD is the 
Best Cigarette Ever Made! 


“Chesterfields for Me!” 
MNichach Osten 


The cigarette tested and approved by 30 
years of scientific tobacco research. 


“Chesterfields for Me!” 


Saw Stoling 


The cigarette with a proven good record 
with smokers. Here js the record. Bi-monthly 
examinations of a group of smokers show 
no adverse effects to nose, throat and sinuses 
from smoking Chesterfield. 


“Chesterfields for Me!” 


Rag City 


The cigarette that gives you proof of 
highest quality—low nicotine—the taste you 
want—the mildness you want. 


ome Mm CHESTERFIELD 


BEST FOR VOU 





